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TO THE MEMBERS 



•OF THE 



METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

Dearly Beloved Brethren, — We think 
it expedient to give you a brief account of the 
rise of Methodism, both in Europe and Ame- 
rica. " In 1729, two young men, in England, 
^ reading the Bible, saw they could not be 
saved without holiness : followed after it, and 
incited others so to do. In 1737, they saw, 
likewise, that mfen are justified before they are 
sanctified : but still holiness was their object. 
God then thrust them out to raise a holy 

people."* 

In the year 1766, Philip Embury, a local 
preacher of our society, from Ireland, began 
to preach in the city of New- York, and formed 
a society of his own countrymen and the 
citizens ; and the same year, Thomas Webb 
preached in a hired room near the barracks. 
About the .«ame time, Robert Strawbrijjge, a 
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• Tbeae are the words of Messrs. Wesley l\vema^^^ft. 
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local preacher from Ireland, settled in Fre- 
derick county, in the state of Maryland, and, 
preaching there, formed some societies. The 
first Methodist church was t)uilt in New- York 
in 1768 or 1769 ; and in 1769 Richard Board- 
man and Joseph Pilmoor came to New- York ; 
who were the first regular Methodist preach- 
ers on the continent. In the latter end of 
the year 1771, Francis Asbury and Richard 
WrighL of the same order, came over. 
^ We believe tliaF God's design in raising up 
, the preachers called Methodists in America, 
was to reform the continent, and spread ; 
Scripture holiness over these lands. As a \ 
i proof hereof, we have seen, since that time, 
a great and glorious work of God, from New- \ 
York, through the Jersey, Pennsylvania, i 
Delaware, Mfiryland, Virginia, North and I 
i South Carolina, alld Georgia ; as also, of late, \ 
to the extre^^iti^s of t^ie western and eastern 

■States* " 

We es^em it our duty and privilege most 

'eamesitly to recomniend to you^ as members 

of our Church, oijr form of discipxjne, 
which has, been founded on the experience of 
a long series of years ; as al^o on the obser- 
vation«ind remarks we have made on ancient 
^nd modem Chur^he^ 



ADDRESS. O 

We wish to see this little* publication in 
the house of every Methodist ; and the more 
so, as it contains the articles of religion main- 
tained more or less, in part or in whole, by 
every reformed Church in the world. 

Far from wishing you to be ignorant of any 
of our doctrines, or any part of our discipline, 
we desire you to read, mark, learn, and in- 
wardly digest, the whole. You ought, next to 
the word of God, to procure the articles and 
canons of the Church to which you belong. 
This present edition is small* and cheap, and 
we can assure you that the profits of the sale . 
of it shall be applied to charitable and reli- 
gious purposes. 

We remain your very affectionate brethren 

and pastors, who labor night and day, both in 
public and in private, for your good. 

ELIJAH HEDDING, 
BEVERLY WAUGH, 
THOMAS A. MORRIS, 
LEONIDAS L. HAMLINE, 
EDMUND S. JANES. 



* Used in reference to the 24mo. edition. 
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METHODIST E. CHURCH. 



PART I. 
itM%i% {Ooctriited, anb QU^minidtratitie Bnleo. 

CHAPTER L 

ORIGIN AND ARTICLES. 

SECTION I. 
Of the Origin of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

The preachers and members of our society in 
general, being convinced that there was a great 
deficiency of vital religion in the Church of 
England in America, and being in many places 
destitute of the Christian sacraments, as seve- 
ral of the clergy had forsaken their churches, 
requested the late Rev. John Wesley to take 
such measures, in his wisdom and prudence, 
as would afford them suitable relief in their 
distress. 

In consequence of this, our venerable friend, 
who, under God, had been the fathat ^i \kvfc 
great revival of religion now Gx\.eiw&^vci^ on^x 
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the earth, by the means of the Methodists, de- 
termined to ordain ministers for America ; and 
for this purpose, in the year 1784, sent over 
three regnWly ordained clergy : but preferring 
the episcopal mode of Church government to 
any other, he solemnly set apart, by the im- 
position of his hands and prayer, one of them, 
namely, Thomas Coke, Doctor of Civil Law, 
late of Jesus College, in the University of 
Oxford, and a presbyter of the Church of 
England, for the episcopal office ; and having 
delivered to him letters of episcopal orders, 
commissioned and directed him to set apart 
Francis Asbury, then general assistant of the 
Methodist Society in America, for the same 
episcopal office ; he, the said Francis Ashury, 
being first ordained deacon and elder. In con- 
sequence of which, the said Francis Ashuty 
was solemnly s^t apart for the said- episcopal 
office by prayer, ^nd the imposition of the 
hands of the said Thomas Coke, other regularly 
ordained ministers e^sisting in the sacred cere- 
mony. At which time the General Conference, 
held at Baltimore, did unanimously receive the 
^aid Thomas CoJce and Francis Ashury as their 
bishops, being fully satisfied of the validity of 
their episcopal ordination* 
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SECTION IL 

ARTICLES OF RELIGION. 
I. Of Faith in the Holy Trinity. 

There is but one living and true God, ever- 
lasting, without body or parts, of infinite power, 
'wisdom, and goodness : the maker and pre- 
server of all things, visible and invisible. And 
in unity of this Godhead, there are three per- 
sons, of one substance, power, and eternity ; — 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. 

II. Of the Word, or Son of God, who was made very Man, 

The Son, who i3 the Word of the Father, 
the very and eternal God, of one substance 
with the Father, took man's nature in the 
womb of the blessed virgin ; so tRat two whole 
and perfect natures, that is to say, the God- 
head and manhood, were joined together in 
one person, never to be divided, whereof i* 
one Christ, very God and very man, who truly 
suffered, was crucified, dead and buried, to 
reconcile his Father to us, and to be a sacrifice, 
not only for original guilt, but also for actual 
sins of men. 

III. Of the Resurrection of Christ, 

Christ did truly rise again from the dead, 
and took again his body, with all thitv^^ ^^- 
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pertaining to the perfection of man's nature, 
wherewith he ascended into heaven, and there 
sitteth until he return to judge all men at the 
last day. 

IV. Of tU Holy Ghost, 

The Holy Ghost, proceeding from the 
Father and the Son, is of one substance^ 
majesty, and glory, with the Father and the 
Son, very and eternal God. 



V. The Sufficiency of the Holy Scriptures for Salvation, ; 

The Holy Scriptures contain all things [ 
necessary to salvation : so that whatsoever is -j 
not read therein, nor may "be proved thereby^ i 
is not to be required of any man, that it should ^ 
be believed sas an article of faith, or be 
thought requisite or necessary to salvation, j 
In the name of the Holy Scripture, we do un- 
derstand those canonical books of the Old and 
New Testament, of whose authority was never 
any doubt in the Church, 

The Names of the Canonical Books,- 

Genesis, 
Exodus, 
Leviticus, 
> Numbers, 
Deuteronomy,, 
Joshua,, 
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Judges, 

Ruth, 

The First Book of Samuel, 

The Second Book of Samuel, 

The First Book of Kings, 

The Second Book of Kings, 

The First Book of Chronicles, 

The Second Book of Chroniclef% 

The Book of Ezra, 

The Book of Nehemiah^ 

The Book of Esther, 

The Book of Job, 

The Psalms, 

The Proverbs, 

Ecclesiastes, or the Preacher, 

Cantica, or Songs of Solomon, 

Four Prophets the greater,. 

Twelve Prophets the less r 

All the books of the New Testament, as they 
are commonly received, we do receive and 
account canonical. 

VI. Of the Old Testament. 

The Old Testament is not contrary to the 
New ; for both in the Old and New Testa- 
ment everlasting life is offered to mankind by 
Christ, who is the only Mediator between 
God and man, being both God and man. 
Wherefore they are not to be hea^A 'wVia i^^sg^. 
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that the old fathers did look only for transitory 
promises. Although the law given from God 
by Moses, as touching ceremonies and rites, 
doth not bind Christians, nor ought the civil 
precepts thereof of necessity be received in 
any commonwealth ; yet, notwithstanding, no 
Christian whatsoever is free from the obe- 
dience of the commandments which are called 
moral. 

VII. Of Original or Birth Sin. 

Original sin standeth not in the folloAving 
of Adam, (as the Pelagians do vainly talk,) 
but it is the corruption of the nature of every 
man, that naturally is engendered of the off- 
spring of Adam, whereby man is very far 
gone from original righteousness, and of his 
own nature inclined to evil, and that con- 
tinually. 

VIII. Of Free Will. 

The condition of man after the fall of Adam 
is such, that he cannot turn and prepare him- 
self, by his own natural strength and works, 
to faith, and calling upon God ; wherefore 
we have no power to do good works, pleasant 
and acceptable to God, without the grace of 
God by Christ preventing ns, that we may 
have a good will, and working with lis, whea 
we have that good will. 
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IX. Of the Justification of Man, 

We are accounted righteous before God, 
only for the merit of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ by faith, and not for our own 
works or deservings: — ^Wherefore, that we 
are justified by faith only, is a most whole- 
some doctrine, and very full of comfort. 

X. Of Good Works. 

Although good works, which are the fruits 
of faith, and follow after justification, cannot 
put away our sins, and endure the severity 
of God's judgments; yet are they pleasing 
and acceptable to God in Christ, and spring 
out of a true and lively faith, insomuch that 
by them a lively faith may be as evidently 
known as a tree is discerned by its fruit. 

XL Of Works of Supererogation. 

Voluntary works, besides over and above 
God's commandments, which are called works 
of supererogation, cannot be taught without 
arrogancy and impiety. For by them men do 
declare that they do not only render unto 
God as much as they are bound to do, but 
that they do more for his sake than of 
bounden duty is required: whereas Christ 
saith plainly, When ye have done all that is 
commanded jou, say, We ate \xxv^xo%XaXJ« 
eervants. 
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• XII. Of Sin after Justification, 

Not every sin willingly committed after 
justification is the sin against the Holy Ghost^ 
and unpardonable. Wherefore, the grant of 
repentance is not to be denied to such as fall 
into sin after justification: after we have re- 
ceived the Holy Ghost, we may depart from 
grace given, and fall into sin, and, by the 
grace of God, rise again and amend our lives. 
And therefore they are to be condemned who 
say they can no more sin as long as they live 
here: or deny the place of forgiveness to 
such as truly repent. 

—^ "^"^ XIII. Of the Church. 

\ The visible Church of Christ is a cono^re- 
gation of faithful men, in which the pure ; 
word of God is preached, and the sacraments / 
/ duly administered according to Christ's or-/ 
I dinance in all those things that of necessity 
are requisite to the same. 

II — '™' ' I ■ _ I 

XIV. Of Purgatory. 

The Romish doctrine concerning purgatory, 
pardon, worshiping, and adoration, as well of 
images as of relics, and also invocation of 
saints, is a fond fliing, vainly invented, and 
grounded upon no warrant of Scripture, but 
repuguBJii to the word of God. 
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XV. Of speaking in the Congregation in such a Tongue 

as the Pet^le understand. 

It is a thing plainly repugnant to the word 
of God, and the custom of the primitive 
Church, to have public prayer in the Church, 
or to minister the sacraments, in a tongue not 
understood by the people. 

XVI. Of the Sacraments. 

Sacraments, ordained of Ciirist, are not 
only badges or tokens of Christiaa men's pro- 
fession ; but rather they are certain signs of 
grace, and God's good will toward us, by the - 
which he doth work invisibly in us, and doth 
not only quicken, but also strengthen and 
confirm our faith in him. 

There are two sacraments ordained of 
Christ our Lord in the gospel ; that is to say, 
baptism and the supper of the Lord. 

Those five commonly called sacraments, 
that is to say, confirmation, penance, orders, 
matrimony, and extreme unction, are not to 
be counted for sacraments of the gospel, being 
such as have partly grown out of^the corrupt 
following of the apostles ; and partly are 
states of life allowed in the Scriptures, but 
yet have not the like nature of baptism and 
the Lord's supper, because they have not any 
visible sign or ceremony ordained of God. 
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The sacraments were not ordained of 
Christ to be gazed upon, or to be carried 
about ; but that we should duly use them. 
And in such only as worthily receive the 
same, they have a wholesome effect or opera- 
tion: but they that receive them unworthily, 
purchase to themselves condemnation, as St. 
Paul saith, 1 Cor. xi, 29. 

XVII. Of Baptism. 

Baptism is not only a sign of profession, 
and mark of difference, whereby Christians 
are distinguished from others that are not bap- 
tized : but it is also a sign of regeneration, or 
the new birth. The baptism of young chil- 
dren is to be retained in the Church* 

XVIII. Of the Lord's Supper, 

The supper of the Lord is not only a sign 
of the love that Christians ought to have 
among themselves one to another, but rather 
is a sacrament of our redemption by Christ's 
death; insomuch that, to such as rightly, 
worthily, and with faith, receive the same, the 
bread which^we break is a partaking of the 
body of Christ; and likewise the cup of 
blessing is a partaking of the blood of Christ. 

Transubstantiation, or the change of the 
substance of bread and wine in the supper of 
our Lord, cannot be proved by Holy Writ, but 
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i« repfugnant to the plain words of Scripture, 
overthroweth the nature of a sacrament, and 
hath given occasion to many superstitions. 

The body of Christ is given^ taken, and 
eaten^ in the supper, only after a heavenly 
and spiritual manner. And the mieans whereby 
the body of Christ is received and eaten in 
the supper^ is faith. 

The sacrament of the Lord's supper was 
not by Christ's ordinance reserved^ carried 
about, Ufted up, or worshiped. 

XIX. Of both kinds. 

The cup of the Lord is not to be denied to 
the lay people : for both the parts of the Lord's 
supper, by Christ's ordinance and command- 
ment, ought to be administered to all Chris- 
tians alike. 

XX^ Of the oke Oblation of Christy finished upon the 

Cross, 

The offering of Christ, once made, is that 
perfect redemption, propitiation, and satisfac- 
tion for all the sins of the whole world, both 
original and actual \ and there is none other 
satisfaction for sin but that alone- Where- 
fore the sacrifice of masses, in the which it \» 
commonly said that the priest doth offer 
Christ ior the quick and l\ie de^, \o \w^^ 
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remission of pain or guilt, is a blasphemous 
fable, and dangerous deceit. 

XXI. Of the Marriage of Ministers. 

The ministers of Christ are not commanded 
by God's law either to vow the estate of 
single life, or to abstain from marriage : 
therefore it is lawful for them, as for all other 
Christians, to marry at their own discretion, 
as they shall judge the same to serve best to 
godliness. 



>- 



XXII. Of the Rites and Ceremonies of Churches. 

It is not necessary that rites and ceremonies : 
should in all places be the same, or exactly : 
alike ; for they have been always different, * 
and may be changed according to the diver- 
sity of countries, times, and men's manners, 
so that nothing be ordained against God's 
\ word. Whosoever, through his private judg- 
ment, willingly and purposely doth openly 
break the rites and ceremonies of the Church 
I to which he belongs, which are not repugnant 
ito the word of God, and are ordained and 
j approved by common authority, ought to be 

■ rebuked openly, that others may fear to do 
; the like, as one that ofFendeth against the 
I common order of the Church, and woundeth/ 

■ the consciences of weak brethren. I 

JEverj particular CbLUtcYvm'a.y oxdaiw^change J 
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or abolish, rites and ceremonies, so that all 
things may be done to edification. 



^ 




^XIII. Of the Rulers of The United States of Ameriea, 

The president, the congress, the general 
assemblies, the governors, and the councils of 
state, as the delegates of the people, are the 
rulers of the United States of America, ac- 
cording to the division of povv^er made to them 
by the constitution of the United States, and 
by the constitutions of their respective states. 
And the said states are a sovereign and inde- 
pendent nation, and ought not to be subject to 
any foreign jurisdiction.* .. 

XXIV. Of Christian Men's Goods. 

The riches and goods of Christians are not 
common, as touching the right, title, and pos- 
session of the same, as some do falsely boslst. 
Notwithstanding, every man ought, of such 
things as he possesseth, liberally to give alms 
to the poor, according to his ability. 

• As far as it respects civil affairs, we believe it the duty of 
Christians, and especially all Christian ministers, to he suhject 
to the supreme authority of the cour>try where they may reside, 
and to use all laudable means to enjoin obedien e to tlip powers 
that be ; and therefore it is expected that all our preachers and 
people, who may be under the British, or any other g^overnrnent, 
will behave themselves as peaceable and orderly ^u^^ou. 
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XXV. Of a Christian Man's Oath. 

As we confess that vain and rash swearing 
18 forbidden Christian men by our Lord Jesus 
Christ and James his apostle ; so we judge 
that the Christian religion doth not prohibit, 
but that a man may swear t^hen the magis- 
trate requireth, in a cause of faith and charity, 
so it be done according to the prophet's teach-^ 
ing, in justice, judgment,- and truth. 



CtlAPTER II. 

GENERAL RULES, AND RECEPTION OF MEMBER^. 

SECTION I. 

The Nature^ Design, and General Rules of our United 

Societies. 

(1) In the latter end of the year 1739, eight 
or ten persons came to Mr. Wesley in London, 
who appeared to be deeply convinced of sin, 
and earnestly groaning for redemption. They 
desired (as did two or three more the next 
day) that he would spJerid some time with 
them in prayer, and advise them how to flee 
from the wrath to cortk&i which they saw 
continually hanging over their heads. That 
he might have more time for this great work,* 
be appointed a day when they might all come' 
together; whicbi fromt\ieTicelQ(t^^t^^^^?!L^ 
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every week, namely, on J*hursdayj in the 
.evening. To these, and a§ many more a^ 
desired to join with them, (for their number 
increased daily,) he gave those advices from 
time to time which he judged most needful 
for them; and they always concluded their 
.meeting with prayer suited to their several 
necessities. 

(2) This was the rise of the United So- 
ciety, first in Europe^ and then in America. 
Such a socie^ty is no other than " a company 
of men having the fwm and seeking the power 
.of godliness, united in order to pray together^ 
io receive the word of ezhortation, and to watch 
,over one another in love, that they may help each 
other to rvork out their salvation.^^ 

(3) That it may the more easily be dis- 
,cemed whether they are indeed working out 
their own salvation, each society is divided 
into smaller companies, called classes, accord- 
ing to their respective places of abode. There 
.are about twelve persons in a class, one 
of whom is styled the leader. It is hi? 
duty, 

I. To see each person in his class once ^ 
week at least ; in order, 

1. To inquire how their souls prosper. 

2. To advise, reprove, comfort, or exhort, 
.-as occasion may require. 

^- 'JTo receive what they are v^'iSJaxv^ Xo ^^ 
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toward the relief of the preachers, Church, and 
poor.* 

II. To meet the ministers and the stewards 
of the society once a week ; in order, 

1. To inform the minister of any that are 
sick, or of any that walk disorderly, and will 
not be reproved. 

2. To pay the stewards what they have 
received of their several classes in the week 
preceding. 

(4) There is only one condition previously 
required of those who desire admission into 
these societies, "a desire to flee from the 
wrath to come, and to be saved from their 
sins." But wherever this is really fixed in 
the soul, it will be shown by its fruits. It is 
therefore expected of all who continue there- 
in, that they should continue to evidence their 
desire of salvation, 

First, By doing no harm, by avoiding evil 
of every kind, especially that which is most 
generally practiced ; such as. 

The taking of the name of God in 
vain. 

' The profaning the day of the Lord, either 
by doing ordinary work therein, or by buying 
or selling. 

Drunkenness, buying or selling spirituous 

* This part refers to towns and cities, where the poor are 
M^Borally nomerous, and church expen&ea coiA\d!ei^«. 
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liquors, or drinking them, unless in cases of 
extreme necessity. 

The buying and selling of men^ women, and 
children^ with an intention to enslave them. 

Fighting^ quarreling, brawling, brother 
going to law with brother ; returning evil for 
evil; or railing for railing; the using many 
wards in buying or selling. 

The buying or selling goods thai have npt paid 
the duty. 

The giving or taking things on usury, i. e., 
unlawful interest. 

Uncharitable or unprofitable conversation; 
particularly speaking evil of magistrates or of 
ministers. 

Doing to others as we would not Ihey sho^;ild 
do unto us. 

Doing what we know is not for the glory 
of God: as, 

The putting on of gold and costly apparel. 

The taking such diversions as cannot be used 
in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

The singing those smigs, or reading those 
books, which do not tend to the knowledge or 
love of God. 

Softness and needless self-indulgence. 

Laying up treasure upon earth. 

Borrowing without a probability of paying ; 
or taking up goods without a probability of 
paying for them. 
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(5) It is expected of all who continue in 
these societies, that they should continue to 
evidence their desire of salvation, 

Secondly, By doing good, by being in every 
kind merciful after their power, as they have 
opportunity, d-oing good of every possible sort, 
and, as far as possible, to all men. 

To their bodies, of th« ability which God 
giveth,.by glaring food to the hungry, by cloth- 
ing the naked, by visiting or helping them that 
are sick or in prison. 

To their .«ouls, by instructing, reproving, or 
exhorting all we have ajay intercourse* with; 
trampling under foot thaft enthusiastic doc^ 
trine, that " we are not to do good unless our 
hearts be free to it.'^ 

By doing good, especially to fthem that ara 
of the household of feith, or groaning so to , 
be; employing them preferably lo others, buy^ 
ing one of another, helping each other iu 
business; and so much the more because 
tthe world will love its own, and then» 
<onlf. 

By all possible diligence and frugality, that 
the gospel .be not blamed. 

By running with patience the race which 

is set up before them, denying themselves, and 

ic^cing up their cross daily ; submitting to bear 

the reproach of Christ, to be as the filth and 

oG&couring of the world ;, ^u^ \oo^\xv§, ibat 
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men should say all manner of evil of them 
falsely for the Lord^s sake. 

(6) It is expected of all who desire to <5on- 
tinue in these societies, that they should Con- 
tinue to evidence their desire of salvation^ 

Thirdly, By attending ypon all the ordi- 
nances of God; such are, 

The public worship of <Jod : 

The ministry of the word, either read or 
expounded: 

The supper ^of the Lord ; 

Family and private prayer : 

Searching liie Scriptures., and 

Fasting or abstinence. 

(7) These are the general rules of our so- 
vcieties : all which we are ttaught of God to 
observe, even in his written word, which is 
fthe only rule, and the sufficient rule, both of 
'Our faith and practice. And all these we know 
his Spirit writes on truly awakened hearts. 
If there be any among us who observe them 
not, who habitually break any of them, let it 
;be known unto them who watch over that 
«oul, as they who must give an account. We 
'will admonish him of the error of his ways. 
We will bear with him for a season. But if 
then he repent not, he hath no more place 
among us. W© have delivered our owij 
i^opls. 
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SECTION IL 
Of Receiving Members into the Church* 

Quest 1. How shall we prevent improper 
persons from insinuating themselves into the 
Church? 

Answ, 1. Let none he received into the 
Church until they are recommended by a lead- 
er with ?vhom they have met at least six months 
on trial, and have been baptized ; and shaU on 
examination by the minister in charge, before 
the Church, give satisfactory assurances both 
of the correctness of their faith, and their 
willingness to observe and keep the rules of the 
Church, Nevertheless, if a r^aember iti good 
standing in any other orthodox Church shall 
desire to unite with us, such applicant may, 
by giving satisfactory answers to the usual 
inquiries, be received at once into full fel* 
lowship. 

2. Let none be admitted on trial except 
they are well recommended by one you know, 
or until they have met twice or thrice in 
class. 

3 Read the rules to them the first time 
they meet. 

Quest, 2. How shall .we be more exact in 
receiving and excluding members ? 

Answ. The official minister or preacher 
shall, at every quarterly m^e\i«v^, \»^6l \»\\a 
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names of those that are received into the 
Church, and also those that are excluded 
therefrom. 



CHAPTER III. 

OF THE CONFERENCES. 

SECTION I. 
Of our Deportment at the Conferences. 

It is desired that all things be considered 
on these occasions as in the immediate pre- 
sence of God : that every person speak freely 
whatever is in his heart. 

Quest. How may we best improve our 
time at the conferences ? 

Ansrv. 1. While we are conversing, let us 
have an especial care to set God always 
before us. 

2. In the intermediate hours, let us redeem 
all the time we can for private exercises. 

3. Therein let us give ourselves to prayer 
for one another, and for a blessing on our 
labor. 

SECTION II. 
Of the General Conference, 

Quest Who shall compose the General 
Conference, and what are the regulations axvd 
powers belonging to it ? 
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Answ, h The General Conference shall be 
composed of one n^iember for every twentyr 
one members of eacl^ annual conference, to be 
appointed either by seniority or choice, at the 
discretion of such annual conference ; y^ so 
that such representatives shajl have traveled 
at least four full calendar years from the time 
that they were received on trial by an annual 
conference, and aje in full connection at the 
time of holding the conference. 

2. The General Conference shall meet on 
the first day of May, in the year of our JLord 
1812, in the city of New- York, and diencer 
forward on the first day of May once iiji four 
years perpetually, in such pjace or plaees as 
shall be fixed on by the General Conference 
from time to time : but the general superinr 
tendents, with or by the advice of all the 
annual conferences, or if there be no general 
superintendent, all the annual conferences 
respectively, shall have power to call a Gene- 
ral Conference, if they judge it necessary at 
any time. 

3. At all times when the General Confer- 
ence is met, it shall take two-thirds of the 
representatives of all the annual conferences 
to make a quorum for transacting business. 

4. One of the general superintendents shaU 
preside in the General Conference ; but jii^ 
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base no general superintendent be present, 
the General Conference shall choose a presi- 
dent pro tern. 

6. The General Conference shall have full 
powers to make rules and regulations for our 
Church, under the following limitations and 
restrictions, liamely :-^ 

1 . The General Conference shall not revoke, 
alter, or change, out articles of religion, nor 
establish any new standards or rules of 
doctrine contrary to our present existing 
and established standards of doctrine. 

5. They shall not allow of more than one 
representative for every fourteen members 
of the annual conference, nor allow of a 
less number than one for every thirty : pro- 
vided, nevertheless, that when there shall 
be in any annual conference a fraction of 
two-thirds the number which shall be fixed 
for the ratio of representation, such annual! 
conference shall be entitled to an additional 
delegate for such fraction; and provided, 
also, that no conference shall be denied the 
privilege of two delegates. 

6. They shall not change or alter any part or 
mle of our government, so as to do away 
episcopacy, or destroy the plan df our itine- 
tant general superintehdency; 
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4. They shall not revoke or change- the gene- 
ral rules of the United Societies. 

5. They shall not do away the privileges of 
our ministers or preachers of trial by a 
committee, and of an appeal : neither shalj 
they do away the privileges of our mem- 
bers of trial before the society, or by ^ 
committee, and of an appeal. 

6. They shall not appropriate the produce of 
the Book Concern, nor of the Charter Fund, 
to any purpose other than for the benefit of 
the traveling, supernumerary, superannua- 
ted and worn-out preachers, their wives,- 
widows, and children. Provided, never* 
theless, that upon the concurrent recom- 
mendation of three-fourths of all the 
members of the several annual conferences, 
who shall be present and vote on such re- 
commendation, then a majority of two-thirds 
of the General Conference succeeding shall 
suffice to alter any of the above restric- ^ 
tions, excepting the first article : and also, 
whenever such alteration or alterations 
shall have been first recommended by two- 
thirds of the General Conference, so soon 
as three-fourths of the members of all the 
annual conferences shall have concurred as 
aforesaid, such alteration or alterations shall 
take effect. 
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SECT. ON III. 
Of the Annual Conferences. 

Quest 1. Who shall attend the yearly con- 
ferences ? 

Answ. All the traveling preachers who are 
in full connection, and those who are to be 
received into full connection. 

Quest 2. Who shall appoint the times of 
holding the yearly conferences ? 

Ans7v. The bishops ; but they shall allow 
the annual conferences to sit a week at least. 

Quest 3. Who shall appoint the places of 
holding the annual conferences ? 

Answ, Each annual conference shall ap- 
point the place of its own sitting. 

Quest 4. What is the method wherein we» 
usually proceed in the yearly conferences ? 

Answ, We inquire, 

1. What preachers are admitted on trial ? 

2. Who remain on trial ? 

3. Who are admitted into full connection? 

4. Who are the deacons ? 

5. Who have been elected and ordained elders 
this year ? 

I 6. Who have located this year ? 
' 7. Who are the supernumeraries ? 
\ 8.* Who are the superannuated or worn-out 
preachers ? 
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9. Wha have been expelled from the con- 
nectian this year ?' 

10. Who have withdrawn: from the connec- 
tion thiij year ? • 

11. Are all the preachers blameless in life 
and contersation ? 

12. Who have died this year? 

13. What is the number of members, and 
what of probationers, in society ? 

14. What amounts are necessary for the 
superannuated preachers, and the widows 
and orphans of preachers, and to make up 
the deficiencies of those who have not 
obtained their regular allowance on the 
circuits ? 

15. What has been collected on the foregoing 
• accounts, and how has it been applied ? 

16. What has been contributed for the sup- 
port of missions, what for the Sunday-School 
Union, what for the publication and circu- 
lation of tracts, and what to aid the Ameri- 
can Bible Society ? 

17. Where are the preachers stationed this 
year? 

18. Where and when shall our next confer- 
ence be held ? 

Quest 5. Is there &ny other business to be 
done in the yearly conferences ? 

Ansrv, I The electing and tfrdaining of dea^ 
cons and elders. 
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2. It shall be the duty of each annual con- 
ference to examine strictly into the state of 
the domestic 'missions within its bounds, and 
to allow none to remain on the list of its mis- 
sions which, in the judgment of the confer- 
ence, is able to support itself 

Quest 6. Are there any other directions to 
be given concerning the yearly conferences ? 

Answ. There shall be thirty-one confer- 
ences in the year. See Third Part, Sec. 1. 

A record of the proceedings of each annual 
conference shall be kept by a secretary, 
chosen for that purpose, and shall be signed 
by the president and secretary ; and let a 
copy of the said record be sent to the Gene- 
ral Conference. 

• SECTION IV. 
Of the Quarterly Conferences, 

Quest 1. Of whom shall the quarterly 
conferences be composed ? 

Answ, Of all the traveling and local 
preachers, exhorters, stewards, and class-lead- 
ers, of the circuit or station, and none else. 

Quest 2. Who shall preside in the quar- 
terly conferences ? 

Answ, The presiding elder^ and in his ab- 
sence the preacher in charge. 

Quest 3. What shall be the regular busi- 
ness oi the quarterly conference'l 

3 
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Answ. 1. To hear compkints, and to re- 
ceive and tr^ appeals. 

2. To superintend the interests of Sunday 
schools. 

3. To appoint a committee to make an 
estimate of the amount necessary to furnish 
fuel and table expenses for the family or 
families of the preacher or preachera of the 
circuit or station. 

4. To take cognizance of all the local 
preachers in the circuit or station, and to in- 
quire into the gifts, labors, and usefulness, of 
each preacher by name. 

6. To appoint stewards, the preacher in 
charge having the right to nominate ; to ex- 
amine the characters of exhorters annually, 
and recommend them, if approved, for renewal 
of license ; to license proper persons to preach, 
and renew their license annually, when in the 
judgment of said conference their gifts, grace, 
and usefulness, will warrant such renewal ; to 
recommend to the annual conference suitable 
candidates in the local connection for deacons' 
or elders' orders, and for admission on trial in 
the traveling connection ; and to try, suspend, 
expel, or acquit, any local preacher in the cir- 
cuit or station against whom charges may be 
brought Provided, that no person shall be 
Jicensed to preach without the recommendation i 
of the society of which. \ie \s ^ TaaxcJ^^t , ^x ^1 tk i 
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leaders' meeting. Nor shall any one be licens- 
ed to preach, or lecommended to the annual 
conference to travel, or for ordination, without 
jfirst being examined in the quarterly confer- 
ence on the subject* of doctrines and discipline. 
6. Each quarterly conference shall have 
supervision of all the Sunday schools and 
Sunday-school societies within its boimds. 



' CHAPTER IV. 
OF THE MINISTERS. 

SECTION I. 

Of the Election and Consecration of Bishops, and of their 

Duty, 

Quest 1. How is a bishop to be consti- 
tuted ? 

Answ. By the election of the General Con- 
ference, and the laying on of the hands of 
three bishops, or at least of one bishop and 
two elders. 

*QuesL 2. If by death, expulsion, or other- 
wise, there be no bishop remaining in our 
Church, what shall we do ? , 

Ansrv. The General Conference shall elect 
a bishop; and the elders, or any three of 
thena, who shall be appointed by the General 
Conference for that purpose, shall ordain him 
SLCcordiDg to our form of ordinaliou. 
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Quest 3. What are the duties of a bishop? 

Answ. 1. To preside in our conferences. 

2. To fix the appointments of the preach-* 
ers for the several circuits, provided he shall 
not allow any preacher to remain in the same 
station more than two years successively; 
except the presiding elders, the general editof, 
the general book steward and his assistant^ 
the editor of the Christian Advocate , and 
Journal, the editor of the Sunday-school 
books, the corresponding secretary of the 
Missionary Society, the editors and agents at 
Cincinnati, at Auburn, and Pittsburgh, the 
supernumerary, superannuated and worn-out 
preachers, missionaries among the Indians^, 
Welsh, Swedes, Norwegians, and other mis- 
sionaries among foreigners, (not including the 
Germans,) where supplies are diflScult to b^ 
obtained, missionaries to our people of color 
and on foreign stations, chaplains to state 
prisons, military posts, and naval stations, 
those preachers that may be appointed to la- 
bor for the special benefit of seamen, and for 
the American Bibl^ Society, also the preach- 
•er or preachers that may be stationed in the 
city of New-Orleans, and the presidents, 
principals, or teachers, of seminaries of learn- 
ing, which are or may be under our superin- 
tendence; and also, when requested by an 
annual conference, to appomX ^ ^t^'^cXv^x -Cot 
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a longer time than two years to any seminary 
of learning not under our care : provided^ also, 
that, with the exceptions above named, he 
shall not continue a preacher in the same ap- 
pointment more than two years in six ; nor in 
the same city more than four years in succes- 
sion ; nor return him to it, after such term of 
service, till he shall have been absent four 
years. He shall have authority, when re- 
quested by an annual conference, to appoint 
an agent, whose duty it shall be to travel 
throughout the bounds of such conference, 
for the purpose of establishing and aiding 
sabbath schools, and distributing tracts, and 
also to appoint an agent or agents for the 
benefit of our literary institutions, and an 
agent for the German publishing fund. 

3. In the intervals of the conferences, to 
change, receive, and suspend preachers, as 
necessity may require, and as the Discipline 
directs. 

4. To travel through the connection at 
large. 

6. To oversee the spiritual and temporal 
business of our Church. 

6. To ordain bishops, elders, and deacons. 

7. To decide all questions of law in an an- 
nual conference, subject to an appeal to the 
General Conference ; but in all cases the aij- 

• plication of law shall be with. t\ve cotAex^xiR.^* 
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• 

8. To point out a course of reading and 
study, proper to be pursued by candidates for 
the ministry for the term of four years. 

9. To form the districts according to their 
judgment. 

10. The bishops may, when they judge it 
necessary, unite two or more circuits or sta- 
tions together, without affecting their separate 
financial interests, or pastoral duties. 

Quest 4. If a bishop cease from traveling 
at large among the people, shall he still ex- 
ercise his episcopal office among us in any 
degree ? 

Answ. If he cease from traveling without 
the consent of the General Conference, he 
shall not thereafter exercise the episcopal 
office in our Church. 

Quest 5. What shall be done when there is 
iio bishop to travel at large ? 

Answ, In case there be no bishop to travel 
through the districts and exercise the episco- 
pal office, on account of death, or otherwise, 
the districts shall be regulated in every respect 
by the annual conferences and the presiding 
elders in the interval of General Conference, 
ordination excepted. 



.'( 
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' SECTION n. 

Of ike Presiding Elders, and of their Duty, 

Quest. 1. By whom are the presiding elders 
to be chosen ? 

Answ, By the bishops. 

Quest 2. By whom are the presiding elders 
to be stationed and changed ? 

AnsTV. By the bishops. 

Quest. 3. How long may a bishop allow an 
elder to preside in the same district ? 

A7isrv. For any term not exceeding four 
years; after which he shall not be appointed 
to the same district for six years. 

Quest 4. What are the duties of a presid- 
ing elder ? 

Ansrv. 1. To travel through his appointed 
district. 

2. In the absence of the bishop, to take 
charge of all the elders and deacons, travel- 
ing and local preachers, and exhorters, in his 
district. 

3. To change, receive, and suspend preach- 
ers in his district, during the intervals of the 
conferences, and in the absence of the bishop, 
as the Discipline directs. 

4. In the absence of a bishop, to preside in 
the conference ; but in case there are two or 
more presiding elders belonging to one con- 
ference, the bishop or bis\iops xu^.^ , Vj VNXrx 
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or otherwise, appoint the president ; but if no 
appointment be made, or if the presiding elder 
appointed do not attend, the conference shall 
in either of these cases elect the president by 
ballot, without a debate, from among the pre^ 
siding elders. 

6. To be present, as far as practicable, at 
all the quarterly meetings ; and to call together, 
at each quarterly meeting, a quarterly meet- 
ing conference, consisting of all the traveling ' 
and local preachers, exhorters, stewards, and 
leaders of the circuit, and none else, to hear 
complaints, and to receive and try appeals. 
The quarterly meeting conference shall ap- 
point a secretary to take down the proceed- 
ings thereof, in a book kept by one of the 
stewards of the circuit for that purpose. 

6. To oversee the spiritual and temporal 
business of the Church in his district, and to 
promote, by all proper means, the cause of 
missions and Sunday schools, and the publi- 
cation, at our own press, of Bibles, tracts, and 
Sunday-school books : and carefully to in- 
quire, at each quarterly meeting conference, 
whether the rules respecting the instruction 
of children have been faithfully observed; 
and to report to the annual • conference the 
names of all traveling preachers within his 
district who shall neglect to observe these 
rales. 



Ch.iv,^3. TRAVELING ELDERS. 41 

7. To take care that every part of our Dis- 
ci^ine be enforced in his district. And to de- 
cide all questions of law in a quarterly meet- 
ing conference, subject to an appeal to the 
president of the next annual conference ; but 
in all cases the application of law shall be 
with the conference. 

&. To attend the bishops when present in 
his district ; and to give them, when absent, 
all neceissary/ information, by letter, of the 
state of his district. 

9. To direct the candidates who are ad- 
mitted on trial to those studies which have 
i)een recommended by the bishops. 

10. To explain to those preachers who are 
3n trial, as well as to those who are in future 
to be proposed for trial, that they may be 
sither admitted or rejected without doing 
them any wrong. 

Quest. 5. Shall the presiding elder have 
power to employ a preacher who has been 
rejected at the previous annual conference ? 

Ansrv, He shall not, unless the' conference 
should give him liberty, under certain con- 
litions. 

SECTION ni. 

Of the Election and Ordination of Traveling Elders, and 

of their Duty, 

Quest 1. How is an elder constituted 'I 
Ansm. By the election of a ma^onV^ ol ^^ 
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yearly conference, and by the laying on of the 
hands of a bishop, and some of the elders tha* 
are present. 

Quest. 2. What is the duty of a traveling 
elder ? 

AnsW' 1. To administer baptism and the 
Lord's supper, and to perform the oflBce of 
matrimony, and all parts of divine worship. 

2. To do all the duties of a traveling 
preacher. 

No elder that ceases to travel, without the 
consent of the yearly conference, certified 
under the hand of the president of the con- 
ference, except in case of sickness, debility, 
or other unavoidable circumstance, shall, od 
any account, exercise the peculiar functions 
of his office, or even be allowed to preacl 
among us : nevertheless, the final determina- 
tion in all such cases is with the yearly con 

ference. 

SECTION rv. 

Of the Election and Ordination of Traveling DeaeonSj am 

of their Duty, 

Quest, 1. How is a traveling deacon con 
stituted ? 

Answ, By the election of the majority o 
the yearly conference, and the laying on o 
the, hands of a bishop. 

Qicest. 2. What is the duty of a traveling 
deacon ? 
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Ansrv, 1. To baptize and perform the 
office of matrimony, in the absence - of the 
elder. 

2. To assist the elder in administering the 
Lord*s supper. 

3. To' do all the duties of a traveling 
preacher. 

Quest: 3. What shall be the time of proba- 
tion of a traveling deacon for the office of an 
elder 1 

Ansrv. Every traveling deacon shall exer- 
cise that office for two years before he be eli- 
gible to the office of elder ; except in the case 
of missions, when the annual conferences shall 
have authority to elect for the elder's office 
sooner, if they judge it expedient. 

No deacon who ceases to travel without - 
the consent of the annual conference, certified 
under the hand of the president of the con- 
ference, except in case of sickness, debility, 
or other unavoidable circumstances, shall, on 
any account, exercise the peculiar functions 
of his office, or even be allowed to preach 
among us ; nevertheless, the final determina- 
tion in all such cases is with the annual 
conference. 

Provided always,, that when a preacher 
shall have passed his examination, and been 
admitted into full connection, and eleeX^vi.\^ 
deacon's ofSce, but fails of V\\a oidixv^Vlvavv 
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through the absence of the bishop, his eli- 
gibility to the office of elder shall run fronn 
the time of his election to the office of a 
deacon. 

SECTION V. 

Of the Reception of Preachers from the Wesleyan Con^ 
nection, and from other Denominations, 

Quest. 1. In what manner shall we receive 
those ministers who may come to us from the 
Wesleyan connection in Europe or Canada "i 

Answ. If they come to us properly accre- 
dited from either the British, Irish, or Canada 
Conference, they may be received according 
to such credentials, provided they give satis- 
faction to an annual conference pf their will- 
ingness to conform to our church government 
and usages. 

Quest, 2. How shall we receive those min- 
isters who may offer to unite with us from 
other Christian Churches ? 

Answ, Those ministers of other evangelical 
Churches, who may desire to unite with our 
Church, whether as local or itinerant, may be 
received according to our usages, on condition 
of their taking upon them our ordination 
vows, without the reimposition of hands, giv- 
ing satisfaction to an annual conference of 
their being in orders, and of their agreement 
with us in doctrine, discV^Yme, ^oN^tMwsvA^ 
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^ud usages ; provided the conference is also 
satisfied with their gifts, grace, and useful- 
iiess. Whenever any such minister is re- 
ceived, he shall be furnished with a certificate, 
signed by one of our bishops, in the following 
words, namely : 

This is to certify, that has been 

admitted into conference as a travel- 

ing preacher, [or has been admitted as a 
local preacher on circuit,] he having 

been ordained to the office of deacon, (or an 
elder, as the case may be,) according to the 
Usages of the Church, of which he 

hais been a member and minister ; and he is 
• hereby authorized to exercise the functions 
pertaining to his office in the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, so long as his life and 
conversation afe such as become the gospel 
of Christ. 

Given under my hand and seal, at this 
day of in the year of our Lord, 

Quest, 3. How shall we receive preachers 
of other denominations who are not in or- 
ders? 

Ansrv, They may be received asi licentiates, 
provided they give satisfaction to a quarterly, 
or an annual conference, that they are suitable 
persons to exercise the office, and of their 
agreement With the doctrines, discipline, gov- 
ern&ient, and usages of our CYvuKiYv, 
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SECTION VI. 

Of the Examination of those who think they are moved 
hy the Holy Ghost to preach, 

• 

Quest, How shall we try those who profess 
to be moved by the Holy Ghost to preach ? 

Answ, 1. Let the following questions be 
asked, namely, Do they know God as a par- 
doning God? Have they the love of God 
abiding in them? Do they desire nothing 
but God ? And are they holy in all manner 
of conversation ? 

2. Have they gifts (as well as grace) for 
the work? Have they (in some tolerable 
degree) a clear, sound understanding, a right 
judgment in the things of God, a just con- 
ception of salvation by faith ? And has God 
given them any degree of utterance ? Do 
they speak justly, readily, clearly ? 

3. Have they fruit? Are any truly con- 
vinced of sin, and converted to God by their 
preaching? 

As long as these three marks concur in any 
one, we believe he is called of God to preach. 
These we receive as sufficient proof that he 
is moved by the Holy Ghost. 
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SECTION VIl. 
Of the Method of Receiving Traveling Preachers on Trial. 

Quest. How is a preacher to be received on 
trial? 

Answ. 1. By the annual conference. 

2. In the interval of the conference, by a 
bishop, or the presiding elder of the district, 
until the sitting of the conference. 

But no one shall be received unless he first 
procure a recommendation from the quarterly 
meeting of his circuit. We may then, if he 
give us satisfaction, receive him on trial. 
And before any such candidate is received 
into full connection, or ordained deacon or 
elder, he shall give satisfactory evidence re- 
specting his knowledge of those particular 
subjects which have been recommended to 
his consideration. 

When a preacher's name is not printed in 
the Minutes, he must receive a written license 
from a bishop or presiding elder. 

Observe ! taking on trial is entirely different 
from admitting a preacher into full connection. 
One on trial may be either admitted or reject- 
ed, without doing him any wrong : — otherwise 
it would be no trial at all. 

At each annual conference, those who are 
' received on trial, or are admitted into full 
connection, shall be asked whether tJAfc^ ^^vx^ 
^villing to devote themselves to l\\^ TK\s%\Qtv'^^^ 
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work ; and a list of the names of all thos 
who are willing to do so shall be taken an< 
reported to the corresponding secretary of thi 
Missionary Society ; and all such shall be 
considered as ready and willing to be em- 
ployed as missionaries whenever called for by 
either of the bishops. 

SECTION vni. 

Of Receiving T'raveling Preachers into Full Connection. 

Quest. What method do we use in receiving 
a preacher at the conference into full con- 
nection ? 

Answ, After solemn fasting and prayer, 
every person proposed shall then be asked, 
before the conference, the following questions, 
(with any others which may be thought ne- 
cessary,) namely : — Have you faith in Christ? 
Are you going on to perfection? Do you ex- 
pect to be made perfect in love in this life ? 
Are you groaning after it ? Are you resolved 
to devote yourself wholly to God and his 
work ? Do you know the rules of society ? — 
of the bands ? Do you keep them ? Do you 
constantly attend the sacrament ? HaVe yoU 
read the form of Discipline ? Are you willing 
to conform to it ? Have you considered the 
rules of a preacher, especially the first, tenth, 
and twelfth ? Will you keep them for Coh- 
science' sake '? Are you d^l^rmmed to em- 
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ploy all your time in the work of God ? Will 
you endeavor not to speak too long or too 
loud? Will you diligently instruct the chil- 
dren in every place? Will you visit from 
house to house ? Will you recommend fast^ 
itjg, or abstinence, both by precept and ex- 
ample ? Are you in debt ? 

Then if he give us satisfaction, after he 
has been employed two successive years in 
the regular itinerant work, which is to com- 
mence from his being received on trial at the 
annual conference, and being approved by the 
annual conference, and examined by the pre- 
sident of the conference, he may be received 
into full connection. 

N. B. Whenever a preacher on trial is se^ 
lected by the bishop for a mission, he may, if 
elected by an annual conference, ordain him 
a deacon before his probation ends, and a 
missionary employed on a foreign mission 
may be admitted into full connection, if re> 
commended by the superintendent of the 
mission where he labors, without being pre* 
sent at the annual conference for examination. 

If any preacher absent himself from his 
circuit, the presiding elder shall) as far as pos- 
sible, fill his place with another preacher, who 
shall be paid for his* labors out of the allow 
ance of the absent preabher, in J)roportion to 
the tisual allowance. 

4 
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SECTION IX. 
Of the Rules for a Preacher's Conduct, 

Quest 1. What are the directions given to 
a preacher? 

: Ansrv, 1. Be diligent Never be unem- 
ployed : never be triflingly employed. Never 
trifle away time : neither spend any more 
time at any place than is strictly necessary. 

2. Be serious. Let your motto be, Holi- 
ness to the Lord, Avoid all lightness, jesting^ 
and foolish talking. 

3. Converse sparingly, and conduct your- 
self prudently with women. 1 Tim. v, 2. 

4. Take no step toward marriage without 
first conslulting with your brethren. 

5. Believe evil of no one without good evi- 
dence ; unless you see it done, take heed 
how you credit it. Put the best construction 
on everything. You know the judge is 
always supposed to be on the prisoner's side. 

6. Speak evil of no one ; because your 
word, especially,, would eat as doth a canken 
Keep your thoughts within your own breast, 
till you come to the person concerned. 

7. Tell every one under your care what 
you think wrong in his conduct and temper, 
and that lovingly and plainly as soon as may 
he : else it will fester in your heart. Make 
all haste to cast the &ie out of your bosom. 
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'8. Avoid all affectation. A preacher of the 
gospel is the servant of all. 

Q. Be ashamed of nothing but sin. 

10. Be punctual. Do everything exactly at 
the time. And do not mend our rules, but 
keep them ; not for wrath but conscience' 
sake. 

11. You have nothing to do but to save 
souls; therefore spend and be spent in this 
work ; and go always riot only to those that 
want you, but to those that want you most. 

Observe ! it is not your business only to 
preach so many times, and to take care of this 
or that society ; but to save as many as you 
can ; to bring as many sinners as you can to 
repentance, and with all your power to build 
them up in that holiness without which they 
cannot see the Lord. And remember! — a, 
Methodist preacher is to mind every point, 
great and small, in the Methodist Discipline ! 
Therefore you will need to exercise all the 
sense and grace you have. 

12. Act in all things not according to your 
own will, but as a son in the gospel. As such, 
it is your duty to employ your time in the 
manner in which we direct: in preaching, 
and visiting from house to house ; in reading, 
meditation, and prayer. Above all, if you 
labor with us in the Lord's vineyard, it is 
needful yo\x should do that part o? \)cve ^o"^ 
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which we advise, at those times and places 
which we judge most for his glory. 

Quest* 2. Are there any smaller advices^ 
which might be of use to us ? 

Ansrv, Perhaps these : 1. Be sure never to 
disappoint a congregation. 2. Begin at the 
time appointed. 3. Let your whole deport^ 
ment be serious, weighty, and solemn. 4. Al- / 
ways suit your subject to your audience. 
6. Choose the plainest texts you can. 6. Take 
care not to ramble, but keep to your text, and 
make out what you take in hand. 7. Take 
care of anything awkward or affected, either 
in your gesture, phrase, or pronunciation. 
8. Do not usually pray, extempore^ above 
eight or ten minutes (at most) without inter- 
mission. 9. Frequently read and enlarge 
upon a portion of Scripture ; and let young 
preachers often exhort without taking a text 
10. Always avail yourself of the great festi- 
vals, by preaching on the occasion. 

SECTION x. 

Of the Duty of Preachers to God, themselves, and one 

another. 

Quest. 1. What is the duty of a preacher? 
Answ. 1. To preach. 

2. To meet the societies, classes, and ge- 
neral bands. 

3. To visit the sick. 
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4. To preach in the morning, where he can 
get hearers. We recommend morning preach- 
ing at five o'clock in the summer, and six in 
the winter, wherever it is practicable. 

Quest. 2. How shall a preacher be qualified 
for his charge ? 

Answ. By walking closely with God, and 
having his work greatly at heart: and by 
understanding and loving discipline, ours in 
particular. 

Quest 3. Do we sufliciently watch over 
each other? ^ 

Answ. We do not. Should we not fre- 
quently ask each other. Do you w^alk closely 
with God ? Have you now fellowship with 
the Father and the Son ? At what hour do 
you rise? Do you punctually observe the 
morning and evening hours of retirement? 
Do you spend the day in the manner which 
the conference advises? Do you converse 
seriously, usefully, and closely ? To be more 
particular : Do you use all the means of grace 
yourself, and enforce the use of them on all 
other persons ? They are either instituted or 
prudential. 

I. The instituted are, 

1. Prayer: private, family, and public; 
consisting of deprecation, petition, interces- 
sion, and thanksgiving. Do you wse ^'svrfcv. 
of these? Do joxx forecast daWy, Vciet^^^x 
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you are, to secure time for private devotion ? 
Do you practice it everywhere? Do you 
ask every v^^here, Have you family prjiyer? 
Do you ask individuals, Do you use private 
prayer every morning and evening in par- 
ticular ? 

2. Searching the Scriptures, by 

(1) Reading; constantly, some part of every 
day ; regularly, all the Bible in order ; care- 
fully, with notes ; seriously, with prayer be- 
fore and after; fruitfully, immediately prac- 

icing what you learn there ? 

(2) Meditating : At set times ? By rule ? 

(3) Hearing: Every opportunity? With 
prayer before, at, after? Have you a Bible 
always about you? 

3. The Lord's supper : Do ygjar use this at 
every opportunity? With solemn prayer be- 
fore? With earnest and deliberate self-de- 
votion ? 

4. Fasting : Do you use as much abstinence 
and fasting every week as your health, strength, 
and labor, will permit ? 

6. Christian conference : Are you convinced 
how important and how difficult it is to order 
your conversation aright? Is it always in 
^race ? Seasoned with salt ? Meet to minis- 
ter grace to the hearers? Do you not con- 
verse too long at a time ? Is not an hour 
commonly enougbil "VJoxvXii *\\. \vQX\i^ n?^^ 
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always to have a determinate end in view? 
And to pray before and after it? 

II. Prudential means we may use either as 
Christians, as Methodists, or as preachers. 

1. As Christians: What particular rules 
lave you in order to grow in grace ? What 
irts of holy living? » 

2. As Methodists : Do you never miss your 
5lass or band ? 

3. As preachers: Have you thoroughly con- 
sidered your duty? And do you make a con- 
icience of executing every part of it ? Do you 
neet every society? Also, the leaders land 
Dands? 

These means may be used without fruit. 
3ut there are , some means which cannot ; 
lamely, watching, denying ourselves, taking 
ip our cross, exercise of the presence of 
jrod. 

1. Do you steadily watch against the world? 
STourself ? Your besetting sin ? 

2. Do you deny yourself every useless 
pleasure of sense? Imagination? Honor? 
\re you temperate in all things? Instance 
n food: (1) Do you use only that kind and 
hat degree which is best both for body and 
;oul? Do you see the necessity of this? 
2) Do you eat no more at each meal than is 
lecessary? Are you not heavy or drowsy 
Iter dinner? (3) Do you w^e a\^^ NJvv^ 
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kind, and that degree of drink, which is best 
both for your body and soul? (4) Do you 
choose and use water for your common drink? 
And only take wine medicinally or sacra- 
mentally ? 

3. Wherein do you take up your cross daily? 
Do you cheerf|illy bear your cross, however 
grievous to nature, as a gift of God, and labor 
to profit thereby ? 

4. Do you endeavor to set God always be- 
fore you ? To see his eye continually fixed 
upon you? Never can you use these means 
but a blessing will ensue. And the more you 
use them, the more you will grow in grace. 

se;ction XI. 

Of the Duties of those who have the Charge of Circuits or 

Stations, 

Quest 1. What are the duties of the elder, 
deacon, or preacher, who has the special 
charge of a circuit? 

Answ, 1. To see that the other preachers 
in his circuit behave well, and want nothing* 

2. To renew the tickets for the admission 
of members intp love-feast quarterly, and re- 
gulate the bands. 

3. To meet the stewards and leaders as 
often as possible. 

4. To appoint all the leaders, and change 
them when he sees it xieces^^iy . 
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6. To receive, try, and expel members, ac- 
cording to the form of Discipline. 

6. To hold watch-nights and love-feasts. 

7. To hold quarterly meetings in the ab* 
sence of the presiding elder. 

8. To take care that every society be duly 
supplied with books. 

9. To take an exact account of the mem- 
bers in society and of the probationers in their 
respective circuits and stations, keeping the 
names of all local elders, deacons, and preach- 
ers, properly distinguished, and deliver in 
such account to the annual conference, 
that their number may be printed in the 
Minutes. 

10. To give an account of his circuit every 
quarter to his presiding elder. 

11. To meet the men and women apart, in 
the large societies, once a quarter, wherever 
it is practicable. 

12. To overlook the . accounts of all the 
stewards. 

13. To appoint a person to receive the 
quarterly collection in the classes. 

14. To see that public collections be made 
quarterly, if need be. 

15. To encourage the support of missions 
and Sunday schools, and the publication and 
distribution of Bibles, tracts, and Swwjda.'^- 
school books, by forming societies ^\\^xci^YW2, 
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collections for these objects in such way 
and manner as the annual conference to 
which he belongs shall from time to time 
direct. 

16. If the annual conference to which he 
belongs should not give any directions on the 
subject, to take up a collection in the course 
of the year, or raise a subscription, as he may 
judge expedient, the proceeds of which shall 
be at. his disposal in the purchase and distri- 
bution of tracts. . 

17. To lay before the quarterly conference, 
at each quarterly meeting, as far as practi- 
cable, to be entered on its journal, a written 
statement of the number and state of the Sun- 
day schools in the circuit or station, and to 
report the same to his annual conference ac- 
cording to the form published by the Sunday- 
School Union of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, together with the amount raised for 
the support of missions, and for the publica- 
tion of Bibles and tracts. 

18. To take an annual collection in each 
of his appointments in behalf of the Sunday- 
School Union. 

19. To raise a yearly subscription in those 
circuits that can bear it, for building church- 
es, and paying the debts of those which have 
heen already erected. 

SO. To choose a comuviVXe^^ oi \^^ tcvk^sl- 
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bers to make a just application of the money 
where it is most wanted. 

Qicest 2. What other directions shall we 
give him ? 

AnsTV. Several. 

1. To take a regular catalogue of the so- 
cieties in towns and cities, as they live in the 
streets. 

2. To leave his successor a particular ac- 
count of the circuit, including an account of 
the subscribers for our periodicals. 

3. To see that every band leader have the 
rules of the bands. . 

4. To enforce, vigorously; but calmly, all 
the rules of the society. 

5. As soon as there are four men or women 
believers in any place, to put them into a band. 

6. To suffer no love-feast to last above an 
hour and a half 

7. To warn all from time to time, that none 
are to remove from one circuit to another, 
without a note of recommendation from the 
preacher of the circuit in these words : — 
^^ A, B.^ the hearer, has been an acceptable 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Ckurch.^^ 
And to inform them that, without such a certi- 
ficate, they will not be received into the Church 
in other places. 

8. To recommend everywhere decency ^xvd 
cleanliness. 
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9. To read the rules of the society, with 
the aid of the other preachers, once a year in 
every congregation, and once a quarter in 
every society. 

10. On any dispute between two or more 
of the members of our Church, concerning the 
payment of debts, or otherwise, which cannot 
be settled by the parties concerned, the 
preacher who has -the charge of the circuit 
shall inquire into the circumstances of the 
case ; and shall recommend to the contending 
parties a reference, consisting of one arbiter 
chosen by the plaintiff, and another chosen by 
the defendant ; which two arbiters so chosen 
shall nominate the third; the three arbiters 
being members of our Church. 

But if one of the parties be dissatisfied with 
the judgment given, such party may apply to 
the ensuing quarterly meeting conference of 
the circuit, for allowance to have a second 
arbitration appointed; and if the quarterly 
meeting conference see suflScient reason, they 
shall grant a second arbitration, in which case 
each- party shall choose two arbiters, and the 
four arbiters shall choose a fifth, the judg^ 
ment of the majority of whom shall be final ; 
and any person refusing to abide by such 
judgment shall be excluded the Church. 

And if any member of our Church shall re- 
fuse, in cases of debt ot o\)ciaT ^\«^\i\fe%^ \a 
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refer the matter to arbitration, when recom- 
menced by him who has the charge of the 
circuit, or shall enter into a lawsuit with an- 
other member before these measures are 
taken, he shall be expelled, unless the case be 
of such a nature as to require and justify a 
process at law. 

The preachers who have the oversight of 
circuits are required to execute all our rules 
fully and strenuously against all frauds, and 
particularly against dishonest insolvencies; 
suffering none to remain in our Church on 
any account who are found guilty of any 
fraud. 

To prevent scandal, when any of our mem- 
Ijers fail in business, or contract debts which 
they are not able to pay, let two or three ju- 
dicious members of the Church inspect the 
accounts, contracts, and circumstances of the 
case, of the supposed delinquent ; and if he 
have behaved dishonestly, or borrowed money 
without a probability of paying, let him be 
expelled. 

Whenever a complaint is made against any 
member of our Church for non-payment of 
debt ; when the accounts are adjusted, and 
the amount ascertained, the preacher having 
the charge shall call the debtor before a com- 
mittee of at least three, to show cause why 
he does not make payment. T\ie cotMKv\Xft^ 
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shall determine what further time shall be 
granted him for payment, and what security, 
if any, shall be given for payment : and in 
case the debtor refuses to comply, he shall be 
expelled ; but in such case he may appeal to 
the quarterly meeting conference, and their 
decision shall be final. And in case the ere- 

■ 

ditor complains that justice is not done him, 
he may lay his grievance before the quarterly 
meeting conference, and their decision shall 
be final ; and if the creditor refuse to comply, 
he shall be expelled. 

11. The preacher who has the charge of a 
circuit shall appoint prayer meetings wher- 
ever he can in his circuit. 

12. He shall take care that a fast be held 
in every society in his circuit, on the Friday 
preceding every quarterly meeting : and that 
a memorandum of it be written on all the 
class papers. 

13. To license such persons as he may 
judge proper to oflSciate as exhorters in the 
Church, provided no person shall be so licens- 
ed without the consent of the leaders' meet- 
ing, or of the class of which he is a member, 
where no leaders' meeting is held ; and the 
exhorters so authorized shall be subject to the 
annual examination of character in the quar- 
terly meeting conference, and have their 

license annually xeneNveA \iy \\i^ ^\^^\dui^ 
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elder, or the preacher having the charge, if 
approved by the quarterly meeting conference. 

Quest. 3. What can be done to supply the 
circuits during the sittings of the conferences ? 

Answ. 1. Let all the appointments stand 
according to the plan of the circuit. 

2. Engage as many local preachers and 
exhorters as will supply them ; and let them 
be paid for their time in proportion to the al- 
lowance of the traveling preachers. 

3. If preachers and exhorters cannot attend, 
let some person of ability be appointed in 
every society, to sing, pray, and read one of 
Mr. Wesley's sermons. 

4. But if that cannot be done, let there be 
prayer meetings. 

SECTION XIT. 
Of the Matter and Manner of Preaching. 

Quest 1 . What is the best general method 
of preaching ? 

Answ, 1. To convince : 2. To offer Christ : 
3. To invite : 4. To build up : And to do this 
in some measure in every sermon. 

Quest 2. What is the most effectual way of 
preaching Christ ? 

Answ. The most effectual way of preach- 
ing Christ is, to preach him in all his offices ; 
and to declare his law, as well as his gospel, 
both to believers and unbeWevei^. \k^\. xis 



64 RULES OF PREACHING. Part I, 

strongly and closely insist upon inward and 
outward holiness in all its branches. 

SECTION XIII. 

Rules by which we should continue, or desist from, Preach- 

i7ig at any Place, 

Quest.' 1. Is it advisable for, us to preach in 
as many places as we can, without forming 
any societies ? 

Answ. By no means. We have made the 
trial in various places ; and that for a consi- 
derable time. But all the seed has fallen by 
the way-side. There is scarce any fruit re- 
maining. 

Quest. 2. Where should we endeavor to 
preach most ? 

Answ. 1. Where there is the greatest num- 
ber of quiet and willing hearers. 

2. Where there is most fruit. 

Quest. 3. Ought we not diligently to observe 
in what places God is pleased at any time to 
pour out his Spirit more abundantly? 

Answ. We ought : and at that time to send 
more laborers than usual into that part of the 
harvest. 
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' SECTION XIV. 

Of Visiting from House to House, Guarding against those 
Things that are so common to Professors, and Enforcing 
Practical Religion. 

Quest, 1. How can we further assist those 
under our care ? 

Answ, By instructing them at their own 

houses. What unspeakable need is there of 

this ! The world says, " The Methodists are 

no better than other peopled This is not true 

in the general: but, 1. Personal religion, 

either toward God or man, is too superficial 

among us. We can but just touch on a few 

particulars. How little faith is there among 

Us! How little communion with God, how 

little living in heaven, walking in eternity, 

deadness to every creature ! How much love 

of the world ! Desire of pleasure, of ease, of 

g'etting money ! How little brotherly love ! 

What continual judging one another ! What 

2^ossiping, evil speaking, tale bearing ! What 

svant of moral honesty! To instance only 

)ne particular ; who does as he V7ould be 

lone by in buying and selling ? 

2. Family religion is wanting in many 

)ranches. And w^hat avails public preaching 

ilone, though we could preach like angels ? 

Ne must, yea, every traveling preacher must, 

nstruct the people from house to Yiowae. ^^ 

6 
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this be done, and that in good earnest, Metho- 
dists will be no better. 

Our religion is not sufficiently deep, univer- 
sal, uniform ; but superficial, partial, uneven. 
It will be so till we spend half as much time 
in this visiting, as we now do in talking use- 
lessly. Can we find a better method of doing 
this than Mr. Baxter's ? If not, let us adopt 
it without delay. His whole tract, entitled 
Gildas SalvianuSj is well worth a careful pe- 
rusal. Speaking of this visiting from house 
to house, he says, (p. 351,) "We shall find 
many hinderances, both in ourselves and the 
people." 

1. In ourselves there is much dullness and 
laziness, so that there will be much ado to get 
us to be faithful in the work. 

2. We have a base, man-pleasing temper, 
so that we let them perish rather than lose 
their love ; we let them go quietly to hell, lest 
we should offend them. 

3. Some of us have a foolish bashfulness. 
We know not how to begin, and blush to con- 
tradict the devil. 

ft 

4. But the greater hinderance is weakness 
of faith. Our whole motion is weak, because 
the spring of it is weak. 

6. Lastly, we are unskillful in the work. 
How few know how to deal with men, so as 
to get within them, and ^mt ,all our discourse 
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to their several conditions and tempers: to 
choose the fittest subjects, and follow them 
with a holy mixture of seriousness, terror, 
love, and meekness ! 

But undoubtedly this private Application is 
impUed in those solemn words of the apostle : 
" I charge thee before God and the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and 
the dead at his appearing, preach the word : 
be instant in season, out of season : reprove, 
rebuke, exhort, with all long suffering." 

O, brethren, if we could but set this work 
on foot in all our societies, and prosecute it 
zealously, what glory would redound to God ! 
If the common lukewarmness were banished, 
and every shop, and every house, busied in 
speaking of the word and works of God, 
surely God would dwell in our habitations, 
and make us his delight. 

And this is absolutely necessary to the wel- 
fare of our people, some of whom neither 
repent nor believe; to this day. Look round, 
and see how many of them are still in appa- 
rent danger of damnation. And how can you 
walk and talk, and be merry with such people, 
when you know their case ? When you look 
them in the face, you should break forth into 
tears, as the prophet did when he looked upon 
Hazael, and then set on them with the most 
vehement exhortations. 0, fot G^oSJ^ ^^^, 
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and the sake of poor souls, bestir yourselves, 
and spare no pains that may conduce to their 
salvation ! 

What cause have we to plead before the 
Lord that WjB have so long neglected this good 
work ! ^ If we had but engaged in it sooner, 
how many more might have been brought to 
Christ ! And how much holier and happier 
might our societies have been before now! 
And why might we not have done it sooner? 
There were many hinderances ; and so there 
always will be. But the greatest hinderance 
is in ourselves, in our littleness of faith and 
love. 

But it is objected, I. " This will take up so 
much time, we shall not have leisure to fol- 
low our studies." We answer, 1. Gaining 
knowledge is a good thing, but saving souls 
is a better. 2. By this very thing you will 
gain the most excellent knowledge, that of 
God and eternity. 3. You will have time for 
gaining other knowledge too. Only sleep no 
more than you need ; " and never be idle, or 
triflingly employed." But, 4. If you can do 
but one, let your studies alone. We ought 
to throw by all the libraries in the world, 
rather than be guilty of the loss of one soul. 

It is objected, II. " The people will not sub- 

. mit to it." If some will not, others will. And 

the success with tliem >wii\ le^ay a,ll your la- 
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bor. O let us herein follow the example of 
St. Paul! 1. For our general business, S^mwg' 
the Lord' with all humility ofrmnd : 2. Our spe- 
cial word, Take heed to yourselves, and to all 
the flock: 3: Ovit diOcixme, Repentance toward 
God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ : 
4. The place, / have taugM you publicly, and 
fvom house to house : 6. The object and man- 
ner of teaching, / ceased 7iot to warn every one, 
night and day, with tears: 6. His innocence and 
self-denial herein, / have coveted no maris sil- 
ver or gold : 7. His patience, Neither count I 
my life dear unto myself And among all other 
motives, let these be ever before our eyes : 
1. The Church of God, which he hath purchased 
with his own blood : 2. Grievous wolves shall en- 
ter in ; yea, of yourselves shall men arise, speak- 
ing perverse things. 

Write this upon your hearts, and it will do 
you more good than twenty years' study. Then 
you will have no time to spare ; you will have 
work enough. Then likewise no preacher 
will stay with us who is as salt that has lost 
its savor. For to such this employment would 
be mere drudgery. And in order to it, you 
will have need of all the knowledge you can 
procure, and grace you can attain. 

The sum is. Go into every house in course, 
and teach every one therein, youxv^ ^xvd. ^Vi^ 
to be Christians inwardly atvdovx\.vj^T9\3 •, xwsiJ«w^ 
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every particular plain to their understandings ; 
fix it in their nainds ; write it on their hearts. 
In order to this there must be line upon line, 
precept upon precept. What patience, what 
love, what knowledge, is requisite for this! 
We must needs do this, were it only to avoid 
idleness. Do we not loiter away many hours 
in every week? Each try himself: no idleness 
is consistent with a growth in grace. Nay, 
without exactness in redeeming time, you can- 
not retain the grace you receive in justification. 

Qitest. 2. Why are we not more holy ? Why 
do we not live in eternity ? Walk with God all 
the day long ? Why are we not all devoted to 
God ? Breathing the whole spirit of missiona- 
ries ? 

Anstv. Chiefly because we are enthusiasts ; 
looking for the end without using the means. 
To touch only upon two or three instances : — 
Who of us rises at four, or even at five, when 
we do not preach ? Do ^e know the obligation 
and benefit of fasting or abstinence ? How of- 
ten do we practice it ? The neglect of this alone 
is sufllcient to account for our feebleness and 
faintness of spirit. We are continually griev- 
ing, the Holy Spirit of God by the habitual 
neglect of a plain duty. Let us amend from 
this hour. 

Quest 3. How shall w^e guard against sab- 
bath breaking, evil speakVag, ww^^cfeXaXJ^^ ^^w- 
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versation, lightness, expensiveness or gayety 
of apparel, and contracting debts without due 
care to discharge them ? 

AnsTv, 1. Let us preach expressly on each 
of these heads. 2. Read in every society the 
sermon on evil speaking. 3. Let the leaders 
closely examine and exhort every person to 
put away the accursed thing. 4. Let the 
preachers warn every society that none who 
is guilty herein can remain with us. 6. Ex- 
tirpate buying or selling goods which have not 
paid the duty laid upon them by government 
out of our Church. Let none remain with us 
who will not totally abstain from this evil in 
every kind and degree. Extirpate bribery, 
receiving anything, directly or indirectly, for 
voting at any election. Show no respect to 
persons herein, but expel all that touch the ac- ' 
cursed thing. And strongly advise our peo- 
ple to discountenance all treats given by can^ 
didates before or at elections, and not to be 
partakers, in any respect, of such iniquitous 
practices. 

SECTION XV. 

Of Employing 'our Time profitably, when we are not Travd' 
ing, or engaged in Public Exercises. 

Quest. 1. What general method of employ- 
ing our time shall we advise ? 

Answ. We advise you, 1. As ofteu ^a^^v 
sible to rise at four. 2. From iova \.o %:^^ ^s^ 
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the morning, and from five to six in the even- 
ing, to meditate, pray, and read the Scriptures 
with notes, and the closely practical parts of 
what Mr. Wesley has published. 3. From six 
in the morning till twelve, (allowing an hour 
for breakfast,) read, with much prayer, some 
of our best religious tracts. 

Quest. 2. Why is it that the people under 
our care are not better ? 

Ansjv. Other reasons may concur, but the 
chief is, because we are not more knowing 
and more holy. 

Qiiest. 3. But why are we not more know- 
ing? 

Answ, Because we are idle. We forget our 
first rule, "Be diligent. Never be unemploy- 
ed. Never be triflingly employed. Neither 
spend any more time at any place than is 
strictly necessary." We fear there is altoge- 
ther a fault in this matter, and that few of us 
are clear. Which of us spend as many hours 
a day in God's work as we did formerly^ in 
man's work? We talk, — talk or read what 
comes next to hand. We must, absolutely 
must, cure this evil, or betray the cause of God. 
But how ? 1. Read the most useful books, and 
that regularly and constantly. 2. Steadily 
spend all the morning in this employement, 
or at least five hours in the four and twenty. . 
'^But I have no taste fox ie^.d\w^'' .C»wv\\^<it 
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% taste for it by use, or return to your former 
Bmployment. "But I have no books.*' Be 
diligent to spread the books, and you will have 
the use of them. 

SECTION XVI. 
of the Necessity of Union among ourselves. 

Let US be deeply sensible (from what we 
have known) of the evil of a division in prin- 
ciple, spirit, or practice, and the dreadful con- 
sequences to ourselves and others. If we are 
united, what can stand before us ? If we divide, 
we shall destroy ourselves, the work of God, 
and the souls of our people. 

Qicest. What can be done in order to a 
closer union with each other ? 

Ansrv, 1. Let us be deeply convinced of 
the absolute necessity of it. 

2. Pray earnestly for, and speak freely to, 
each other. 

3. When we meet, let us never part with- 
out prayer. 

4. Take great care not to despise each other's 
gifts. 

6. Never speak lightly of each other. 

6. Let us defend each other's character in 
everything so far as is consistent with truth. 

7. Labor in honor, each to prefer the other 
before himself 

8. We recommend a serious ^^iw%^ ^^ 
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The Causes, Evils, and Cures of Heart and 
Church Divisions. 

SECTION XVII. 
Of Supernumerary and Superannuated or Worn-out Preachers. 

A supernumerary preacher is one so worn 
out in the itinerant service as to be rendered 
incapable of preaching constantly ; but at the 
same time is willing to do any work in the 
ministry which the conference may direct, and 
his strength enable him to perform. 

A supernumerary preacher, who refuses to 
attend to the work assigned him, unless in 
case of sickness, or other unavoidable cause or 
causes, shall not be alloweJd to exercise the 
functions of his office, nor even to preach 
among us ; nevertheless, the final determina- 
tion of the case shall be with the annual con- 
ference of which he is a member, who shall 
have power to acquit, suspend, locate, or ex- 
pel him, as the case may be. 

Every superannuated preacher, who may 
reside without the bounds of the conference 
of which he is a member, shall annually for- 
ward to his conference a certificate of his Chris- 
tian and ministerial conduct, together with an 
account of the number and circumstances of 
his family, signed by the presiding elder of 
the district, or the preacher in charge of the 
circuit or station wil\imv7\io^e\io\k\A^\ifc Ts>a.^ 
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reside ; without which the conference shall 
not be required to allow his claim. 

SECTION XVHL 
Local Preachers. 

Quest. What directions shall be given con- 
cerning local preachers ? 

Ansrv, 1. The quarterly conference shall 
bave authority to license proper persons to 
prieach, and renew their Ucense annually, when, 
n the judgment of said conference, their gifts, 
jrace, and usefulness, will warrant such re- 
lewal ; to recommend suitable candidates to 
he annual conference for deacons' or elders' 
)rders in the local connection, for admission 
m trial in the traveling connection, and to try, 
uspend, expel, or acquit, any local preacher 
a the circuit or station against whom charges 
[lay be brought. Provided, that no person 
hall be licensed to preach without the recom- 
aendation of the society of which he is a mem- ' 
•er, or of a leaders' meeting. Nor shall any 
ne be licensed to preach, or recommended to 
lie annual conference to travel, or for ordina- 
Lon, without first being examined in the quar- 
3rly conference on the subject of doctrines 
,nd discipline. * 

2. A licensed local preacher shall be eligible 
the office of a deacon, after he has \)T^^e\\fe<jL 
7ur years, from the time he lecewe^ ^\^^- 
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lar license, and has obtained a testimonial from 
the quarterly conference, after proper exami- 
nation, signed by the president, and counter- 1^ 
signed by the secretary ; and after his charac- 
ter has passed in examination before, and he 
has obtained the approbation of, the annual 
conference. 

3. A local deacon shall be eligible to the 
office of an elder, after he has preached four 
years, from the time he was ordained a dea- 
con, and has obtained a recommendation from 
the quarterly conference of which he is a mem- 
ber; certifying his qualifications in doctrine, 
discipline, talents, and usefulness, signed by 
the president, and countersigned by the secre- 
tary. He shall, if he cannot attend, send to 
the annual conference such recommendatioB, 
and a note certifying his belief in the doctrine 
and discipline of our Church. The whole 
being examined by the annual conference, and 
if approved he may be ordained: provided, 
nevertheless, no slaveholder shall be eligible 
to the office of an elder or deacon, where the 
laws will admit of emancipation, and permit 
the liberated slave to enjoy freedom. 

4. Every local elder, deacon, or preacher, 
shall be amenable to the quarterly meeting 
conference where he resides. He shall have' 
his name recorded on the journal of said con- 
ference, and also emoWed ou ^. cXa.%% ^"«^^\^ 
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Lnd shall meet in class ; or, in neglect thereof, 
he quarterly conference, if they judge it pro- 
per, may deprive him of his ministerial office. 
And when a preacher is located, or discon- 
tinued by an annual conference, he shall be 
amenable to the quarterly conference of the 
circuit or station where he had his last ap- 
pointment, or at the place where he shall 
reside at the time of his location. 

Whenever any elder, deacon, or preacher, 
jliall remove from one circuit or station to 
mother, he shall procure from the presiding 
Mer of the district, or from the preacher 
laving charge, a certificate of his official 
tending in the Church at the time of his re- 
noval, without which he shall not be received 
IS a local preacher in other places* 



CHAPTER V. 

OF THE MEANS OF GRACE. 
SECTION I. 
* Of Public Worship. 

')u€St 1. What directions shall be given 
ox the establishment of uniformity in public 
vorship among us, on the Lord's day ? 

Ansrv, 1. Let the morning service consist of 
inging^ prayer, the reading of a c\ia^\.^t c>>A. 



78 PUBLIC woESHiP. Partr, 

of the Old Testament, and another out of the 
New, and preaching. 

2. Let the afternoon service consist of sing-- 
ing, prayer, the reading of one or two chapters 
out of the Bible, and preaching. 

3. Let the evening service consist of sing- 
ing, prayer, and preaching. 

4. But on the days of administering the * 
Lord's supper, the two chapters in the morn- 
ing service may be omitted. 

5. In administering the ordinances, and in 
the burial of the dead, let the form of Disci- 
pline invariably be used. Let the Lord^s 
Prayer also be used on all occasions of public 
worship in concluding the first prayer, and 
the apostolic benediction in dismissing the 
congregation. 

6. Let the society be met, wherever it is 
practicable, on the sabbath-day. 

Quest. 2. Is there any exception to the rule, 
" Let the men and women, sit apart?" 

Answ, There is no exception. Let them 
sit apart in all our churches. 

Quest. 3. Is there not a great indecency some- 
times practiced among us, namely, talking in 
the congregation before and after service? 
How shall this be cured ? 

Ansrv, Let all the ministers and preachers 
join as one man, and enlarge on the impro- 
priety of talking before ot ^itex ^^xvice \ and 



Ch. V, § 2. OF SINGING. 79 

strongly exhort those that are concerned te do 
it no more. In three months,, if we are* in 
earnest, this vile practice will be banished out 
of every Methodist congregation. Let none 
stop till he has carried his point. 

SECTION II. 
Of the Spirit and Truth of Singing. 

Quest, How shall we guard against formal- 
ity in singing ? 

Ansiv, 1. By choosing such hymns as are 
proper for the congregation. 

2. By not singing too much at once; sel- 
dom more than five or six verses. 

3. By suiting the tune to the words. 

4. By often stopping short, and asking the 
people, " Now ! do you know what you said 
last ? Did you speak no more than you felt V 

6. Do not suffer the people to sing too 
slow. This naturally tends to formahty, and 
s brought in by those who have either very 
strong or very weak voices. 

6. In every large socifety let them learn to 
sing; and let them always learn our tunes 
5rst. 

T. Let the women constantly sing their 
parts alone. Let no man "sing with them un- 
less he understands the notes, and sings the 
base as it is composed in the tune-book. 
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8. Introduce no new tune till they are per- 
fect in the old. 

9. Recommend our tune-book. , And if you 
. cannot sing yourself, choose a person or two 

at each place to pitch the tune for you. 

10. Exhort every person in the congrega- 
tion to sing ; not one in ten only. 

11. Sing no hymns of your own com- 
posing. 

12. If a preacher be present, let him alone 
give out the words. 

13. When the singers would teach a tune 
to the congregation, they must sing only the 
tenor, [the air.] 

14. Let it be recommended to our people 
not to attend the singing schools which are 
not under our direction. 

15. The preachers are desired not to en- 
courage thp singing of fugue tunes in our 
congregations. 

16. We do not think that fugue tunes are 
sinful or improper to be used in private com^ 
panies : but we do not approve of their being 
used in our public congregations, because 
public singing is a part of divine worship in 
which all the congregation ought to join. 
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SE3TI0X III. 
Of Class Meetings and Love-Feasts. 

Quest 1. How may the leaders of classes 
>e rendered more useful ? 

Answ, 1. Let each of them be diligently 
xamined concerninor his method of meeting 

class. Let this be done with all possible 
xactness, at least once a quarter. In order 
3 this, take sufficient time. 

2. Let each leader carefully inquire how 
very soul of his class prospers : not only how 
ach person observes the outward rules, but 
ow he grows in the knowledge and love of 

jQd. 

3. Let the leaders converse with those v^^ho 
ave the charge of their circuits, frequently 
ad freely. 

Quest. 2. Cah anything more be done in 
rder to make the class meetings lively and 
•ofitable ? 

Answ. 1. Change improper leaders. 

2. Let the leaders frequently meet each 
iher's classes. 

3. Let us observe v^^hich leaders are the 
ost useful; and let these meet the other 
asses as often as possible. 

4. See that all the leaders be not only men 

• sound judgment, but men truly devoted to 

od. 

6 
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Quest 3. What shall we do with those 
members of our Church who willfully and re- 
peatedly neglect to meet their class ? 

Answ. 1. Let the elder, deacon, or one of 
the preachers, visit them, whenever it is prac- 
ticable, and explain to them the consequence 
if they continue to neglect, namely, exclusion. 
2. If they do not amend, let him who has 
the charge of the circuit or station bring their 
case before the society, or a select number, 
before whom they shall have been cited to 
appear ; and if they be found guilty of willful 
neglect by the decision of a majority of the 
members, before whom their case is brought, 
let them be laid aside, and let the preacher 
show that they are excluded for a breach of 
our rules, and not for immoral conduct. 

Quest 4. How often shall we permit seri- 
ous persons who are not of bur Church to 
meet in class ? 

Answ, At every other meeting of the class 
in every place let no stranger be admitted. 
At other times they may ; but the same per- 
son not above twice or thrice. 

Quest 5. How often shall we permit stran-. 
gers to be present at our love-feasts ? 

Answ. Let them be admitted with the 
utmost caution ; and the same person on no 
account above twice or thrice, unless he be- 
come a member. 
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SECTION IV. 
Of the Band Societies. 

Two, three, or four, true believers, who have 
confidence in each other, form a band. 
Only it is to be observed, that in one of 
these bands all must be men, or all women ; 
and all married, or all unmarried. 

[Rules of the Band Societies, drawn up Dec. 25, 1738.^ 

The design of our meeting is to obey that 
command of God, Confess your faults one to 
another, and pray one for another, that ye may 
he healed. James v, 16. 

To this end we agree, 

1. To meet once a week at least. 

2. To come punctually at the hour ap- 
pointed, without some extraordinary reason 
prevents. 

3. ,To begin exactly at the hour with sing- 
ing or prayer. 

4. To speak, each of us in order, freely and 
plainly, the true state of our souls, with the 
faults we have committed in tempers, words, 
or actions, and the temptations we have felt, 
since our last meeting. 

6. To end every meeting with prayer suited 
to the state of each persoti present. 

6. To desire some person among us to speak 
his own state first, and then to a^VXltia \^%\.\^ 
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order as many and as searching questions as 
may be, concerning their state, sins, and 
temptations. 

Some of the questions proposed to one be- 
fore he is admitted among us may be to this 
effect : 

1. Have you the forgiveness of your sins? 

2. Have you peace with God, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ ? 

3. Have you the witness of God's Spirit 
with your spirit, that you are a child of God ? 

4. Is the love of God shed abroad in your 
heart ? 

5. Has no sin, inward or outward, dominion 
over you ? 

6. Do you desire to be told of your faults ? 

7. Do yoii desire to be told of all your 
faults, and that plain and home ? 

8. Do you desire that every one of us 
should tell you, from time to time, whatso- 
ever is in our heart concerning you ? 

9. Consider ! Do you desire we should tell 
you whatsoever we think, whatsoever we fear, 
whatsoever we hear, concerning you ? 

10. Do you desire that in doing this, we 
should come as close as possible, that we 
should cut to the quick, and search your 
heart to the bottom ? * 

11. Is it your desire and design to be on 
this and all other occmou^ j^tiJcvt^^ q^^tl^ ^ 
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as to speak without disguise, and without re- 
serye ? 

Any of the preceding questions maybe asked 
as often as occasion requires ; the four follow- 
ing at every meeting : 

1. What known sins have you committed 
since our last-meeting ? 

2. What particular temptations have you 
met with ? 

3. How were you delivered ? 

4. What have you thought, said, or done, 
of which you doubt whether it be sin or 
not? 

Directions given to the Band Societies^ Dee, 25, 1744. 

You are supposed to have the faith that 
overcometh the world. To you, therefore, it 
is not grievous : 

I: Carefully to abstain from doing evil : in 
particular, 

1. Neither to buy nor sell anything at ^11 
on the Lord's day. 

2. To taste no spirituous liquor, no dram 
of any kind, unless prescribed by a phy- 
sician. 

3. To be at a word both in buying and 
selUng. 

4. Not to mention the faults of any behind 
his back, and to stop those short that do. 



I 
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6. To wear no needless ornaments, such as 
rings, ear-rings, necklaces, lace, or ruffles. 
6. To use no needless self-indulgence. 

II. Zealously to maintain good works : in 
particular, 

1. To give alms of such things as you pos- 
sess, and that according to your ability. 

2. To reprove those who sin in your sight, 
and that in love and meekness of wisdom. " 

3. To be patterns of diligence and fru- 
gality , of self denial, and taking up the cross 
daily. 

III. Constantly to attend on all the ordi- 
nances of God : in particular, 

1. To be at church, and at the Lord's table, 
and at every public meeting of the bands, at 
every opportunity. 

2i To use private prayer every day ; and 
family prayer, if you are the head of a fa- 
mily. 

3. Frequently to read the Scriptures, and 
meditate thereon. And, 

4. To observe, as days of fasting, or absti- 
nence, all Fridays in the year. 
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CHAPTER VI. 
OF THE INSTRUCTION OF CHILDREN. 

Quest What shall we do for the rising ge- 
neration ? 

Ansro. I. Let Sunday schools be formed in 
all our congregations where ten children can 
be collected for that purpose. And it shall be 
the special duty of preachers having charge 
of circuits and stations, with the aid of the 
other preachers, to see that this be done ; to 
engage the co-operation of as many of our 
members as they can ; to visit the schools as 
often as practicable ; to preach on the subject 
of Sunday schools and religious instruction in 
each congregation at least once in six months ; 
to lay before the quarterly conference at each 
quarterly meeting, to be entered on its journal, 
a written statement of the number and state 
of the Sunday schools within their respective 
circuits and stations, and to make"« report of 
the same to their several annual conferences. 
Each quarterly conference shall have super- 
vision of all the Sunday schools and Sun- 
day-school societies within its bounds, which 
schools and societies shall be auxiliary to the 
Sunday-School Union of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church; and each annual conference 
shall report to said Union the number of 
auxiliaries within its bounds, \.o^e\)ciat ^\Scl 
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other facts presented in the annual reports 
of the preachers, as above directed. 

2. It is recommended that each annual con- 
ference, where the general state of the work 
will allow, request the appointment of a spe- 
cial agent, to travel throughout its bounds, for 
the purpose of promoting the interests of 
Sunday schools ; and his expenses shall be 
paid out of collections which he shall be di- 
rected to make, or otherwise, as shall be 
ordered by the conference. 

3. Let our catechisms be used as exten- 
sively as possible, both in our Sunday schools 
and families ; and let the preachers faithfully 
enforce upon parents and Sunday-school 
teachers the great importance of instructing 
children in the doctrines and duties of our 
holy religion. 

4; It shall be the special duty of the 
preachers to form Bible classes wherever 
they can, for the instruction of larger children 
and youth : and where they cannot superin- 
tend them personally, to appoint suitable lead- 
ers for that purpose. 

6. It shall be the duty of every preacher of 
a circuit or station to obtain the names of the 
children belonging to his congregations, and 
leave a list of such names for his successor ; 
and in his pastoral visits he shall pay special 
attention to the cl[ii\dieii, ^^^^ \.c> \!ciam ^er- 
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sonally, and kindly, on experimental and prac- 
tical godliness, according to their capacity, 
pray earnestly for them, and diligently instruct 
and exhort ail parents to dedicate their chil- 
dren to the Lord in baptism as early as con- 
venient; and let all baptized children be 
faithfully instructed in the nature, design, 
privileges, and obligations, of their baptism. 
Those of them who are well disposed may be 
admitted to our class meetings and love-feasts, 
and such as are truly serious, and manifest a 
desire to flee the wrath to come, shall be 
advised to join society as probationers. 



CHAPTER VII. 
OF DRESS AND MARRIAGE. 

SECTION I. 
Of Dress, 

Quest. Should we insist on the rules con- 
cerning dress ? 

Answ. By all means. This is no time to 
give encouragement to superfluity of apparel. 
Therefore receive none into the Church till 
they have left off* superfluous ornaments. In 
order to this, 1. Let every one who has charge 
of a circuit or station read Mr. Wesley's 
Thoughts upon Dress, at least once a year in 
every society. 2. In visiting X\v.e cX^.'^^^^-i'^^ 
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very mild, but very strict. 3. Allow of no 
exempt case: better one suffer than many. 
4. Give no tickets to any that wear high 
heads, enormous bonnets, ruffles, or rings. 

SECTION n. 
Of Marriage, 

Quest 1. Do we observe any evil which 
has prevailed in our Church with respect to 
marriage ? 

Answ. Many of our members have married 
with unawdkened persons. This has produced 
bad effects ; they have been either hindered 
for life, or have turned back to perdition. 

Quest 2. What can be done to discourage 
this? 

Answ, 1. Let every preacher publicly enforce 
the apostle's caution, " Be ye not unequally 
yoked together with unbelievers." 2 Cor. 
vi, 14. 

2. Let all be exhorted to take no step in so 
weighty a matter, without advising with the 
most serious of their brethren. . 

Quest 3. Ought any woman to marry with- 
out the consent of her parents ? 

Answ. In general she ought not. Yet there 
may be exceptions. For if, 1. A woman be- 
lieve it to be her duty to marry : if, 2. Her 
parents absolutely refuse to let her marry any 
Christian : then she m^^ , \\aiy , q\\^\v\, \.q xxvarry 
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without their consent. Yet even then a 
Methodist preacher ought not to be married 
to her. 

We do not prohibit our people from marry- 
ing persons who are not of our Church, 
provided such persons have the form, and 
are seeking the power, of godhness. ; but we 
are determined to discourage their marrying 
persons who do not come up to this de- 
scription. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

OF BRINGING MINISTERS AND MEMBERS TO 

TRIAL. 

SECTION I. 
Of the Trial of a Bishop, 

Quest 1. To whom is a bishop amenable 
for his conduct? 

]Answ, To the General Conference, who 
have power to expel him for improper con- 
duct, if they see it necessary. 

Quest, 2. What provision shall be made for 
the trial of a bishop, if he should be accused 
of immorality in the interval of the General 
Conference ? 

Ansrv. If a bishop be accused of immoral- 
ity, three traveling elders shall call upon him, 
and examine him on the subbed *, ^w^ Si ^^ 
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three elders verily believe that the bishop is 
guilty of the crime, they shall call to their aid 
two presiding elders from two districts in the 
neighborhood of that where the crime was 
committed, each of which presiding elders 
shall bring with him two elders, or an elder 
and a deacon. The above-mentioned nine . ^ 
persons shall form a conference, to examine 
into the charge brought against the bishop: 
and if two-thirds of them verily believe him to 
be guilty of the crime laid to his charge, they 
shall have authority to suspend the bishop till 
the ensuing General Conference, and the dis- 
tricts shall be regulated in the mean time as 
is provided in the third and fifth sections ; but 
no accusation shall be received against a 
bishop except it be delivered in writing, 
signed by those who are to prove the crime ; 
and a copy of the accusation shall be given 
to the accused bishop. 

SECTION II. 

Of the Method of proceeding against Accused Travelmg 

Ministers or Preachers. 

• 

Quest 1. What shall be done when an elder, 
deacon, or preacher, is under report of being 
guilty of some crime expressly forbidden in 
the word of God, as an unchristiaa practice, 
sufficient to exclude a person from the king- 
dom of grace and glory \ 
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Answ. 1. In the interval of the annual 
conference, let the presiding elder, in the 
absence of a bishoji, call as many traveling 
ministers as he shall think fit, at least three : 
and, if possible, bring the accused and the 
accuser face to face : and cause a correct 
record of the investigation to be kept and 
transmitted to the annual conference. If the 
person be clearly convicted, he shall be sus- 
pended from all ministerial services and 
Church privileges until the ensuing annual 
conference, at v^hich his case shall be fully 
considered and determined. But if the ac- 
cused b(B a presiding elder, the preachers must 
call in the presiding elder of the neighboring 
district, who is required to attend and preside 
at the trial. 

If the accused and accuser cannot be 
brought face to face, but the supposed delin- 
quent flees from trial, it shall be received as a 
presumptive proof of . guilt ; and out of the 
mouth of two* or three witnesses he shall be 
condemned. Nevertheless, even in .that case^ 
the annual conference shall reconsider and 
determine the whole matter. 

And if the accused be a superannuated 
preacher, living out of the bounds of the con- 
ference of which he is a member, he shall be 
lield responsible to the annual conference 
mihin whose bounds he may lesvdi^, Ni\^ 
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shall have power to try, acquit, suspend, lo- 
cate, or expel him, in the same manner as if 
he were a member of said conference. 

2. If the charge be preferred at the confer- 
ence, the case may be referred to a commit- 
tee, in the presence of a presiding elder, or a 
member appointed by the bishop in his stead, 
who shall cause a faithful record of the pro- 
ceedings and testimony to be laid before the 
conference ; on which, with such other evi- 
dence as may be admitted, the. case shall be 
decided. 

Quest. 2. What shall be done in cases of 
improper tempers, words, or actions ? 

Ansrv. The person so offending shall be 
reprehended by his senior in office. Should 
a second transgression take place, one, two, 
or three ministers or preachers, are to be 
taken as witnesses. If he be not then cured, 
he shall be tried at the next annual confe^ 
ence, and, if found guilty and impenitent, 
shall be expelled from the connection, and 
his name po returned in the Minutes of the 
conference. 

Quest. 3. What shall be done when a mem- 
ber of an annual conference fails in business, 
or contracts debts which he is not able to pay ? 

Answ. Let the presiding elder appoint three 
judicious members of the Church to inspect 
the accounts, contracts, axvi^L c\xe\mis\sccka^% of 
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the supposed delinquent, and if, in their 
opinion, he has behaved dishonestly, or con- 
tracted debts without the probability of paying, 
let the case be disposed of according to the 
answer of question 1 of this section. 

QicesL 4. What shall be done with those 
ministers or preachers who hold and dissemi- 
nate, publicly or privately, doctrines which 
are contrary to our articles of religion ? 

Ans7V, Let the same process be observed as 
in casp of gross immorality : but if the minis- 
ter or preacher so offending do solemnly 
engage not to disseminate such erroneous 
doctrines in public or in private, he shall be 
borne with, till his case be laid before the 
next annual conference, which shall determine 
the matter. 

Qicest. 6. What shall be done when a tra- 
veling minister is accused of being so un- 
acceptable, ineflficient, or secular, as to be no 
longer useful in his work ? 

Ansrv, The conference shall investigate the 
case, and if it appear that the complaint is 
well founded, and the accused will not volun- 
tarily retire, the conference may locate him 
without his consent. 

Provided, nevertheless, that in all the above- 
mentioned cases of trial and conviction, an ap- 
peal to the ensuing General Corvfei^xie,^ ^\NaS^ 
he allowed, if the condemned \)eT^o^ ^\^\:^^^ 
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hi^ intention to appeal, at the time of his coor 
demnation, or at any time thereafter when he 
is informed thereof. 

In all the above-mentioned cases it shall be 
the duty of the secretary of the annual con- 
ference carefully to preserve the minutes of 
the trial, whether taken before a committee 
or before the conference, and all the documents 
relating to the case, together with the charge 
or charges, and the specification or specifica- 
tions ; which minutes and documents only, in 
case of an appeal from the decision of an an- 
imal conference, shall be presented to the Ge- 
neral Conference, in evidence on the case. 
And in all cases, when an appeal is made, and 
admitted by the General Conference, the ap- 
pellant shall either state personally, or by his 
representative, (who shall be a member of 
the conference,) the grounds , of his appeal, 
showing cause why he appeals, and he shall 
be allowed to make his defense without inter- 
ruption. After which, the representatives of 
the annual conference from whose decision 
the appeal is made, shall be permitted to re- 
spond in presence of the appellant, who shall 
have the privilege of replying to such repre- 
sentatives, which shall close the pleadings on 
both sides. This done, the appellant shall 
withdraw, and the conference shall decide. 
And aftex sucli fona oi \.tva\. ^wii ^x^xsJsvon, 
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the person so expelled shall have no privileges 
of society or sacraments in our Church, v/iihr 
out confession, contrition, and satisfactory re- 
formation. 

A preacher on trial who may be accused of 
crime shall be accountable to the quarterly 
conference of the circuit on which he travels. 
The presiding elder shall call* a committee of 
three local preachers, who may suspend him. 
And the quarterly conference may expel him. 
Nevertheless, he shall have a right to an ap- 
peal to the next annual conference. 

When any traveling elder or deacon is de- 
prived of his credentials, by expulsion or other- 
wise, they shall be filed with the papers of the 
annual conference of which he was a member ; 
and should he at any future time give satis- 
factory evidence to said conference of his 
amendment, and procure a certificate of the 
quarterly conference of the circuit or station 
where he resides, or of an annual conference 
who may have admitted him on trial, recom- 
mending to the annual conference of which 
he was a member formerly the restoration of 
his credentials, the said conference may re- 
store them^ 

7 
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SECTION III. 
^f the 'Trial of Local Preachers. 

Quest 1. What shall be done when a local 
elder, deacon, .or preacher, /is reported to be 
guilty of some crime expressly forbidden in 
the word of God, sufficient to exclude a per- 
son from the Tiingdom of grace and glory ? 

Answ.. 1. The preacher having charge shall 
call a committee, consistir\g of three or more 
local preachers, before whom it shall be the 
duty of the accused to appear, and by whom 
he shall be acquitted, or, if found guilty, sus- 
pended until the next quarterly* conference. 
And the preacher in charge shall cause exact 
minutes of the changes, :testimoiiy, and exami- 
nation, together with the decision of the com- 
mittee, to be laid before the quarterly confer- 
ence, where it shall be the duty of the accused 
to appear. If the accused refuse or neglect 
to appear before said committee, he may be 
tried in his absence. 

And the presideiit shall, alt the corrrraence- 
ment of (he trial, appoint a secretary, who shall 
take down regular minutes of the evidence of 
the trial ; which minutes, wlien read and ap- 
proved, shall 'be signed hy the president, and 
also by the members of the conference who 
are present, or a majority df them. And in 
case of condemnation, lYie \(>c^\ ^ki^^clier^ dea- 
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con, or elder, shall be allowed to appeal to the 
next annual conference, provided that he sig- 
nify to the said quarterly conference his deter- 
mination to appeal ; in which case the said 
president shall lay the minutes of the trial 
above mentioned before the said annual con- 
ference, at which the local preacher, deacon, 
or elder, so appealiiig, may appear : and the 
said annual con fereiice shall judge, and finally 
determine, from the minutes of the said trial, 
so laid before them. 

2. When a local elder, or deacon, shall biQ, 
expelled, the presiding elder shall require pf 
him the credentials of his ordination, to |bQ 
filed with the papers of the annual conferenaa 
within the limits of which the expulsion has 
taken place. And should he, at any future 
time, produce to the annual qonferenee a cer- 
tificate of his restoration, signed by the presi-. 
dent, and countersigned by the secretary, of 
the quarterly conference, his ^credentials may 
be restored to him. 

Quest. 2. What shall be done in cases of 
improper tempers, word^, or actions ? 

Ansrv. The person so offending shall be re^ 
prehended by the preadher having chajr^flf. 
Should a second transgression take place, one, 
two, or three faithful friends, are to be takea 
as witnesses. If he be not then cured^ K<^ 
sbaii be tried at the next quaxtetAy coiA^xeti^^^ 
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and if found guilty and impenitent, he shall be 
expelled from the Church. 

Quest 3. What shall be done when a local 
elder, deacon, or preacher, fails in business, 
or contracts debts which he is not able to pay? 

Ansrv. Let the preacher in charge appoitit 
three judicious members of the Church to 
inspect the accounts, contracts, and circum- 
stances, of the supposed delinquent ; and if in 
their opinion he has behaved dishonestly, or 
contracted debts without the probability of 
paying, let the case be disposed of according 
to the answer to question 1 of this section. 

SECTJON IV. ♦ 

Of bringing to Trial, finding guilty, and reproving, suspend" 
ingj or excluding, Disorderly Persons from Society and. 
Church Privileges, 

Quest How shall an accused member be 
brought to trial ? 

Answ. 1. Before the society of which he is ^ 
a member, or a select number of them, in the 
presence of a bishop, elder, deacon, or preacher, 
in the following manner :— Let the accused and 
accuser be brougjit face to face ; but if this 
cannot be done, let the next best evidence be 
procured. If the accused person be found 
guilty by the decision of a majority of the mem- 
bprs before whom he is brought to trial, and 
the crime be such as is ex^te^&V^ iQtfe\ddftii by 
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the word of God, sufficient to exclude a per- 
son from the kingdom of grace and glory, let 
the minister or preacher who has the charge 
of the circuit expel him. If the accused per- 
son evade a trial, by absenting himself, after 
sufficient notice given him, and the circum- 
stances of the accusation affi)rd strong pre- 
sumption of guilt, let him be esteemed as guilty, 
and be accordingly excluded. Witnesses from 
without shall not be rejected. 

2. But in cases of neglect of duties of any 
kind, imprudent conduct, indulging sinful tem- 
pers, or words, the buying, selling, or using, in- 
toxicating liquors as a beverage, or disobe- 
dience to the order and discipline of the Church : 
First, let private reproof be given by a preacher 
or leader; and if there be an acknowledg- 
ment of the fault, and proper humiliation, the 
person may be borne with. On a second of- 
fense, the preacher or leader may take one or 
two faithful friends. On a third offense, let 
the case be brought before the society, or a 
select number, and if there be no sign of real 
humiliation, the offender must; be cut off. 

3. If a member of our Church shall be clear- 
ly convicted of endeavoring to sow dissensions 
in any of our societies, by inveighing against 
either our doctrines or discipline, such person 
so offending shall be first reproved by the 
senior minister lor preacher oi hAa CAtcvfiX, wv^ 
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if he persist in such pernicious practices, he 
shall be expelled from the Church. 

4. Nevertheless, if in any of the above-men- 
tioned cases the minister or preacher differ m 
judgment from the majority of the society, or 
the select number, concerning the innocence 
or guilt of the accused person, the trial, in such 
case, may be referred by the minister or preach- 
er to the ensuing quarterly meeting conference. 

6. If there be a murmur or complaint from 
any excluded person^ in any of the above-men- 
tioned instances, that justice has not been done, 
he shall be allowed an appeal to the next quar- 
terly meeting conference : except such as ab- 
sent themselves from trial, after suflScient no- 
tice is given them : and the majority of the 
traveling and local preachers, exhorters, stew- 
ardSy and leaders, present,, shall finally deter- 
mine the case. 

After sueh f<M-ms of trial and,expulsion, such 
persons shall have no privileges of society or 
of sacraments in our Church, without contri- 
tion, confession, and satisfactory reformation. 
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PART II. 
SM aitttal. 

CHAPTER I. 

THE ORDER OF BAPTISM. 

SECTION I. 
General Directions: 

1. Let every adult person, and the parents 
of every child to be' baptized, have the choice 
either of immersion, sprinkl'mg, or pouring. 

2. We will on no account whatever make 
a charge for adrininistering baptism, or for bu- 
lying the dead 

section n. 

The Ministration of Baptism to Infants. 

The minister coming to the font, which is to be filled with pure wa- 
ter, shall use the following, or some- other exhortation suitable to 
this sacred office : — 

Dearly beloved, forasmuch as all men are 
conceived and bom in sin, and that our Saviour 
Christ saith. None can enter into the kingdom 
of God, except he be regenerate and bom anew 
of water and of the Holy Ghost ; I beseech 
you to call upon God the Father, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that of his bounteous mer- 
cy he will grant to this child t\v^^ \X\vcv^ ^\^0^ 
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by nature he cannot have, that he may be bap- 
tized with water and the Holy Ghost, and re- 
ceived into Christ's holy Church, and be made 
a lively member of the same. 

Then shall the minister say^ 
Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, who of thy 
great mercy didst save Noah and his family 
in the ark from perishing by water ; and also 
didst safely lead the children of Israel, thy 
^people, through the Red Sea, figuring thereby^ 
thy holy baptism : and by the baptism of thy 
well-beloved Son Jesus Christ in the river 
Jordan, didst sanctify water for this holy sa- 
crament : we beseech thee,, for thine infinite 
mercies, that thou wilt look upon this child: 
wash him and sanctify him with the Holy 
Ghost; that he, being delivered from thy 
wrath, may be received into the ark of Christ's 
Church, and being steadfast in faith, joyful 
through hope, and rooted in love, may so pass 
the waves of this troublesome world, that 
finally he may come to the land of everlasting 
life ; there to reign with thee, world without 
-end, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

O merciful God, grant that the old Adam 
in this child may be so buried, that the new 
man may be raised up in him. Amen, 

Grant that all carnal a^ecUows may die in 
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fdm^ and that all things belonging to the Spirit 
may live and grow in him. Amen, 

Grant that he may have power and strength 
to have victory, and to triumph against the 
devil, the world, and the flesh. Amen. 

Grant that whosoever is dedicated to thee 
by our office and ministry may also be endued 
'With heavenly virtues, and everlastingly re- 
W'arded through thy mercy, O blessed Lord 
God, who dost live and govern all things, 
World without end. Amen. 

Almighty, ever-living God, whose most 
dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ, for the for- 
giveness of our sins, did shed out of his most 
precious side both water and blood, and gave 
Commandment to his disciples that they should 
go teach all nations, and baptize them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost; regard, we beseech thee, 
the fiupplications of thy congregation ; sanc- 
tify this water for this holy sacrament ; and 
grant that this child now to be baptized may 
receive the fullness of thy grace, and ever re- 
main in the number of thy faithful and elect 
children, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Then shall the people stand up ; and the minister shaU say, 

Hear the words of the Gospel, written by St. Mark, in (he tentii 

chapter, at the thirteenth verse. 

They .brought young children to Christ, that 
he should touch them. And his disciples re- 
buked those that brought them: but when 
Jesus saw it, he was much displeased, and 
said unto them, Suffer the little children to 
come unto me, and forbid them not, for of 
such is the kingdom of God. Verily I say 
unto you. Whosoever shall not receive the 
kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not 
enter therein. And he took them up in his 
arms, put his hands upon them, and blessed 
them. 

Then the minister shall take the child into his hands, and say is 

the friends of the child. 

Name this child. 

And then, naming it af tier them, he shall sprinkle or pour watm 
upon it, or, if desired, immerse it in water, saying, 

N. I baptize thee in* the name of the Fa- 
ther, and of the' Son, and of the Holy Ghost 
Amen. 

Then shall be said, all kneeling, 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowec 

be thy name ; thy kingdom come ; thy wil 

be done on earth as it is in heaven : give u 

this day our daily bread \ aud fexa;\ve us ou 
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spasses, as we forgive them that trespass 
iinst us ; and lead us not into temptation, 
; deliver us from evil. Amen, 

Then shall ike minister conclude with extemporary- prayer. 

SECTIOf^ iir. 

Ministration of Baptism to such as are of Riper 

Years, 

minister shall use the following, or some other exhortation^ 
suitable to this holy office : — 

Dearly beloved, forasmuch as all men are 
ceived and born- in sin, (and that which is 
n of the ffesh is' flesh, and they that are in 
flesh cannot please God, but live in sin, 
emitting many actual' transgressions :) and 
t our Saviour Christ saith. None can enter 
) the kingdom of God, except he be rege- 
ate and born anew of water and of the 
ly Ghost : I beseech you to call upon God 
Father, through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
b of bis bounteous goodness he will grant 
hese persons that which by nature they can- 
have ; that they may be baptized with 
;er and the Holy Ghost, and received into 
:-ist's holy Church, and be made lively 
nhers of the same. 

Then shall the minister say, 

ilmighty and immortal God, the aid of all 
; need, the helper of a\\ iVvaX ^e^ Vck SK\^^ 
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for succor, the life of them that believe, and 
the resurrection of the dead: we call upon 
thee for these persons ; that they^ coming to thy 
holy baptism, may receive remission of ilim 
sins, by spiritual regeneration. Receive them^ h 
O Lord, as thou hast promised by thy well- 
beloved Son, saying, Ask, and ye shall re- 
ceive ; seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and it 
shall be opened unto you : so give now unto 
us that ask : let us that seek, find : open the 
gate unto us that knock ; that these persons 
may enjoy the everlasting benediction of thy 
heavenly washing, and may come to the eter- 
nal kingdom which thou hast promised by 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

After which he shall say ^ 

Almighty and everlasting God, heavenly 
Father, we give thee humble thanks, for that 
thou hast vouchsafed to call us to the know- 
ledge of thy grace, and faith in thee ; increase 
this knowledge, and confirm this faith in us 
evermore. Give thy Holy Spirit to these per- 
sons, that they may be born again, and be 
made heirs of everlasting salvation through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who liveth and reign- 
eth with. thee and the Holy Spirit, now and 
for ever. Amen. 
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T%i» shall the people stand up, and the minister shall say, 

Hair the words of the Gospel, written by St. John, in the third chap- 

ter, beginning at the first verse. 

There was a man of the Pharisees, named 
Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews : the same 
came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, 
Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come 
from God : for no man can do these miracles 
that thou doest, except God be with him. Je- 
sus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, 
I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of God. Nicode- 
mus saith unto him, How can a man be born 
when he is old ? Can he enter the second 
time into his mother's womb, and be bom ? 
Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, Except a man be born of water, and of 
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom 
of God. That which is born of the flesh is 
flesh ; and that which is born of the Spirit is 
spirit. Marvel not that I said unto thee,. Ye 
must be bom again. The wind bloweth where 
it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, 
but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whi- 
ther it goeth ; so is every one that is bom of 
the Spirit. 

Then the minister shall speak to the persons to be baptized on this 

wise :^ — 

Well beloved, who are come hither, desir- 
ing to receive holy baptism, ye \iw^ \i«w^ 
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how the congregation hath prayed that our 
Lord Jesus Christ would vouchsafe to receive 
you, and bless you, to release you of your 
sins, to give you the kingdom of heaven, and 
everlasting life. And our Lord Jesus Christ 
hath promised, in his holy word, to grant all 
those things that we have prayed for : which 
promise he for his part will most assuredlj 
keep and perform. 

Wherefore after this promise "made by 
Christ, you must also faithfully, for your part, 
promise, in the presence of this whole congre- 
gation, that you will renounce the devil and 
all his works, and constantly believe God's 
holy word, and obediently keep his command- 
ments. 

Then shaU the minister tdemand of each of the penona to he haf- 

■tized, severally t 

Quest. Dost thou renounce the flevil and 
allliis works, the vain pompjand glory of the 
wo«ld, with all covetous desires of the same, 
and the parnal desires of the flesh, so that 
thou wilt not follow or be led by them ? 

Ansrv, I renounce .them all. 

Qtiest Dost thou believe in God the Facther 
Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth? and 
in Jesus Christ his only-begotten Son our 
Lord ? and that he was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of t\ie Wigm "^^^^ \ \W. \\ft €iuf- 
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fered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
dead, and buried : that he rose again the third 
dajr ; that he ascended into heaven, and sitteth 
at the right hand of God the Father Almighty, 
and from thence shall come again, at the end 
of the world, to judge the quick and the dead? 

And dost thou believe in the Holy Ghost, 
the holy catholic Church,* the communion of 
saints ; the remission of sins ; the resurrec- 
tion of the body, and everlasting life after 
death ? 

Answ. All this I steadfastly believe. 

Quest Wilt thou be baptized in this faith ? 

Answ. This is my desire. 

Quest. Wilt .thou then obediently keep 
God's holy wilLand commandments, and walk 
in the same all the days of thy life? 

Answ. I will tendeavor so %o do, God ."being 
my helper. 

O merciful God*, grant that ithe old Adam va 
these persons may be ^so buried, that the new 
taan may be raised up in them. Amen. 

^Grant that ail carnal ^affections may die m 
iSunij and that all things belonging to the 
Spirit may live and grow in them. Amen. 

iOrant that th&y may have power and 

-* BjT the holy cathdlic 'Church is meant the GbmcV ^^ 0\A^ 
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strength to have victory, and triumph against" 
the devil, the world, and the flesh. Amen. 

Grant that therj being here dedicated to thee 
by our oflSce and ministry, may also be endued 
with heavenly virtues, and everlastingly re- 
warded, through thy mercy, O blessed Lord 
God, who dost live and govern all things, 
world without end. Amen. 

Almighty, ever-living God, whose most 
dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ, for the for- 
giveness of our sins, did shed out of his most 
precious side both water and blood ; and gave 
commandment to his disciples that they should 
go teach all nations, and baptize them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost : regard, we beseech thee, the 
supplications of this congregation ; and grant 
that the persons now to be baptized may re- 
ceive the fullness of thy grace, and ever 
remain in the number of thy faithful and elect 
children, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Then shall the minister take each person to be haptiied by the right 
hand : and placing him conveniently by the fortt, according to 
his discretion, shall ask the name; and then shall sprinkle »r 
pour water upon him, {or if he shall desire it, shaU immerse him 

in water,) saying, 

» 

N. I baptize thee in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and oi l\ie^^^ Q^icsf^, AsMXk, 
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Then shall be Mid the L&r^% Fra^er, all kneeling. 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be 
Y name ; thy kmgdom come ; thy wOl be 
ne on earth as it is in heaven : give us this 
y our daily bread ; and forgive us our tres- 
sses, as we forgive them that trespass against 
: and lead us not into temptation ; but de- 
er us from evil. Amen. 

[Then let the minietet conclude with extemportWy prayer.] 



CHAPTER IL 

'the lord's supper* 
section i. 

General Directions. 

est. Are there any directions to be given 

cerning the administration of the Lord's 
per? 

insrv. 1. Let those who have scruples con- 

aing the receiving of it kneeling, be per- 

ted to receive it either standing or sitting. 

. No person shall be admitted to the Lord's 

per among us who is guilty of any practice 

which we would exclude a member of our 

irch. 

8 
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SECTION n. 

The Order for. the Administratioh of the Lord's Supper, 

The elder shaU say one or more of these sentences : — 

Let your light so shine before men, that 
they may see your good works, and glorify 
your Father which is in heaven. Matt, v, 16. 

Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon 
earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and 
where thieves break through and steal: but 
lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and 
where thieves do not break through nor steal. 
Matt, vi, 19, 20. 

Whatsoever ye would that men should do 
to you, do ye even so to them : for this is the 
law and the prophets. Matt, vii, 12. 

Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven ; 
but he that doeth the will of my Father which 
is in heaven. Matt, vii, 21. 
I Zaccheus stood, and said unto the Lord, 
Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to 
the poor ; . and if I have taken anything from 
any man, by false accusation, I restore him 
fourfold. Luke xix, 8. 

He which soweth sparingly shall reap also 
sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully 
shall reap also bountifully. Every man accord- 
ing as he purposeth in his heart, so let him 
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give; not grudgingly, or of necessity : for God 
loveth a cheerful giver. 2 Cor. ix, 6, 7. 

As we have therefore opportunity, let us do 
good unto all men, especially unto them who 
are of the household of faith#Gal. vi, 10. 

Godliness with contentment is great gain; 
for we brought nothing into this world, and 
it is certain we can carry nothing out. 1 Tim. 
vi, 6, 7. 

Charge them that are rich in this world, 
that they be ready to distribute, willing to com- 
municate, laying up in store for themselves a 
good foundation against the time to come, that 
they may lay hold on eternal life. 1 Tim. vi, 
17-19. 

God is not unrighteous to forget your work 
and labor of love, which ye have showed to- 
ward his name, in that ye have ministered to 
the saints, and do minister. Heb. vi, 10. 

To do good, and to communicate, forget not ; 
for with such sacrifices God is well pleased. 
Heb. xiii, 16. 

Whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his 
brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels 
of compassion from him, how dw^lleth the love 
of God in him? 1 John iii, 17. 

He that hath pity upon the poor, lendeth un- 
to the Lord; and that which he hath given 
will he pay him again. Pro v. xix, 17. 

Blessed is he that considerel\i\)afe^Qri:\ *^^ 
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'Lord will deliver him in time of trouble. Psalia 

xli, 1. 

• 

[While these sentences are in reading, some fit person, appdinted for 
that purpose, shall receive the alms for the poor, and other deyo- 
tions of the people, in a decent basin, to be provided for that pur- 
pose ; and then bring it to the elder, who shall place it upon the 
table.] 

After which the elder shall say. 

Ye that do truly and earnestly repent of 
your sins, and are in love and charity with 
your neighbors, and intend to lead a new life, 
following the commandments of God, and 
walking from henceforth in his holy ways; 
draw near with faith, and take this holy sacra- 
ment to your comfort : and make your humble 
confession to Almighty God, meekly kneeling 
upon your knees. 

Then shall this general confession be made by the minister in the 
name of all those who are minded to receive the holy communion^ 
both he and aU the people kneeling humbly upon their knees, and 
saying. 

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, Maker of all things. Judge of all men : 
we acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins 
and wickedness, which we from time to time 
most grievously have committed, by thought, 
word, and deed, agamst thy Divine Majesty, 
provoking most justly thy wrath and indigna- 
tion against us. We do earnestly repent, and 
are heartily sorry for these our misdoings ; the 
remembrance of them is gcievous unto us. 
Have mere J npon us, \ia\e mexc^ ^^^<3v^. ^i&^ 
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most merciful^ Father : for thy Son, owe Lord 
JesQS Christ's sake, forgive us all that is past ; 
and grant that we may ever hereafter s^rve 
and please thee in newness of life, to the honor 
and glory of thy name, thr<Jtigh Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Ameii. 

Then shall the elder say, 

O Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who 
of thy great mercy hath promised forgiveness 
of sins to all them that with hearty repentance 
and true faith turn unto thee : have mercy 
upon us ; pardon and deliver us from all our 
sins, confirm and strengthen us in all goodness, 
and bring us to everlasting life, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Collect, 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts he 
open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid; cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily 
magnify thy holy name, through Christ our 
Lord. Amen, 

Then shall the elder say. 

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, 
that we should at all times, and in all places, 
give thanks unto thee, Lord, holy Father, 
almighty, everlasting God. 

Therefore with angels and ^ie\iaxv%^^> "^xA 
with all the company of heaveiv, N^e^axA «n^^ 
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magnify thy glorious name, evermore praising 
thee, and saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God 
of hosts, heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord most high. Amen, 

Then shall the elder say. 

We do not presume to come to this thy table, 
merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteous- 
ness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. 
We are not worthy so much as lo gather up 
the crumbs under thy table. But thou art the 
same Lord, whose^ property is always to have 
mercy : Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so 
to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, 
and to drink his blood, that our sinful souls and 
bodies may be made clean by his death, and 
washed through his most precious blood, and 
that we may evermore dwell in him, and h© 
in us. Amen, 

Then the elder shall say the prayer of consecration, asfolloweth :^ 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,, who 
of thy tender mercy didst give thine only Son 
Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the cross for 
our redemption ; who made there (by his ob- 
lation of himself once offered) a full, perfect, 
and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfac- 
tion, for the sins of the whole world ; and did 
institute, and in his holy gospel command us 
to continue, a perpetual memory of that his 
precious death until Vis cotcs^w^ ^^\mv\ \\s.^.^ 
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US, O merciful leather, we most humbly be- 
seech thee, and grant that we, receiving these 

• 

thy creatures of bread and wine, according to 
thy Son our Saviour Jesas Christ's holy insti- , 
tiition, in remembrance of his death and pas- 
sion, may be partakers of his mostJ)lessed body ' 
and blood ; who in the same night that he was 
betrayed, took bread ; 
(1) and when he had (i)ir«r« the eider is to take 

given thanks, he broke theplateof bread into his hand. 
it (2) and gave it to his (2) And here to break the 

disciples, saying, Take, ^''^***'- 

eat ; this (3) is my body (3) And here to lay his hands 

which is given for you ; "i^" «" ^' ^"«^- 
do this in remem- 
brance of me. Like- 
wise after supper he 

took (4) the cup ; and (4) Here he is to take the cup 

when he had given i^ his hand. 

thanks, he gave it to * 

them, saying. Drink ye 

all of this: for this 

(6) is my blood of the (5)^f *^'-« to'lay his hand 
^ ^ "^ 1.1 ^pon aU the vessels which eon^ 

New Testament, which tain the wine. 
is shed for you and for many, for the remis- 
sion of sins ; do this, as oft as ye shall drink 
it, in remembrance of me. Amen. 

Then shall the minister first receive the eommtmion in both kinds 
himself f and then proceed to deliver the same to tht otKer ttt.vKV%- 
ters in like manner, {if any be present,^ and after tVat t» \>.% ^ 
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people alee, in order, into their hands. And when he deUvere^f^ ^ 
the bread, he shall say, 

The body of our Lord Jesus Christ, whic/{ 
was given for thee, preserve thf/ soul and body 
unto everlasting life. Take and eat this in 
remembrance that Christ died for thee, and 
feed on him in thy heart by faith with thanks- 
giving. 

And the minister that delivereth the cup shall say. 

The blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, which 
was shed for thee, preserve thy soul and body 
* unto everlasting life. Drink this in remem- 
brance that Christ's blood was shed for thee, 
and be thankful. 

[If the consecrated bread or wino be all spent before all baVe 
communicated, the elder may consecrate more, by repeating the 
prayer of cons^ecration.] 

[When all have communicated, the minister shall return to the 
Lo d*a table, and place upon it what remoineth of the consecrated 
elements, covering the same with a fair linen cloth.] 

Then shall the elder say the Lord^s Prayer; the people repeating 

after him every petition. 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallqwed be 
thy name : thy kingdom come : thy will be 
done on es^rth as it is in heaven : give us this 
day our daily bread ; and forgive us our tres- 
passes, as we forgive them that trespass 
Against us : and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the king- 
dom, ahd the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen, 
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AfUr vfhich thaJl he miid a* folhtoeth .*— • 

Lord and heavenly Father, we thy hum- 
ble servants desire thy fatherly goodness 
mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving ; most humbly beseeching 
thee to grant that, by the merits and death of 
thy Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in his 
blood, we and thy whole Church may obtain 
remission of our sins, and all other benefits of 
his passion. And here we offer and present 
unto thee, O Lord, ourselves, our souls and 
bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and lively 
sacrifice unto thee ; humbly beseeching thee . 
that all we who are partakers of this, holy 
Communion, may be filled with thy grace and 
leavenly benediction. And although we be 
mworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer 
into thee any sacrifice, yet we beseech thee » 
accept this our bounden duty and service ; 
tot ^weighing our merits, but pardoning our 
iffenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord : by 
i^hom, and with whom, in the unity of the 
[oly Ghost, all honor and glory be unto thee, 
> Father Almighty, world without end. Amen- 

Then shall he said. 

Glory be to God on high, and on earth 
eace, good-will toward men. We praise 
lee, we bless thee, we worship thee, we glo- 
fy thee, we give thanks to l\i.^e lot \X\^ 'gt^'^ 



122 THE LORD'S SUPPER. Part H |: 

glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God the 
Father Almighty. 

Lord,' the only-begotten Son Jesus Christ; 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
that takest away the sins of the world, have 
mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the 
sins of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou 
that takest away the sins of the world, receive b 
our prayer. Thou that sittest at the right \ 
hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. 

For thou only art holy ; thou only art the 
Lord; thou only, Christ, with the Holy 
Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the 
Father. Amen. 

Then the elder, if he see it expedient, may put up an extempore 
prayer ; and afterward shall let the people depart with this 
blessing : — 

May the peace of God, which passeth all 
understanding, keep your hearts and minds in 
the knowledge and love of God, and of his 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord ; and the blessing 
of God Almighty, the Ptither, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost, be among you, and remain with 
you always. Amen. 

N. B. If the elder be straitened for time, he may omit any part of 
the service except the prayer of consecration. 
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CHAPTER III. • 

FORMS OF ORDINATION. 

SECTION I. 
The Form of ordaining A Bishop, 

The .Collect. 

Almighty God, who by thy Son Jesus Christ 
didst give to thy holy apostles many excellent 
gifts, and didst charge them to feed thy flock ; 
give grace, we beseech thee^ to all the minis- 
ters and pastors of thy Church, that they may 
diligently preach thy word and duly admin- 
ister the godly discipline thereof ; and grant to 
the people that they may obediently follow 
the same ; that all may receive the crown of 
everlasting glory, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen, 

Then shall be read by one of the elders 
TJie Epistle, Acts xx, 17-35. 

From Miletus Paul sent to Ephesus, and 
called the elders of the Church. And when 
they were come to him, he said unto them, 
Ye know from the first day that I came into 
Asia, after what manner I have been with you 
at all seasons, serving the Lord with all hu- 
mility of mind, and with many tears and 
temptations which befell me by the lying in 
wait of the Jews ; and Viow 1 V^^vX. Wo«^ 
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nothing that was profitable unto you, 
l^ve showed you, and have taught you p 
licly and from house to house, testifying b 
to the Jews and also to the Greeks, repe 
ance toward God, and faith toward our L 
Jesus Christ. And now behold I go bounc 
the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing 
things that shall befall me there ; save that 
Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, say 
that bonds and afiiictions abide me. But n 
of these things move me, neither count I 
life dear unto myself, so that I might fir 
my course with joy, and the ministry whic 
have received of the Lord Jesus to testify 
gospel of the grace of God. And now, behi 
I know that ye all, among whom I have g 
preaching the kingdom of God, shall see 
face no more. Wherefore I take you to rec 
this day, that I am pure from the blood of 
men. For I have not shunned to declare u 
you all the counsel of God. Take he 
therefore, unto yourselves, and to all the flc 
over the which the Holy Ghost hath m 
you overseers, to feed the Church of ( 
which he hath purchased with his own bl( 
For I know this, that after my departing s! 
prievous wolves enter in among you, 
sparing the flock. Also of your own se] 
shall men arise, speaking perverse things 
cfraw away disciples aiX^i SXvam. TVv^w 
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ch, and remember that by the space of 
e years, I ceased not to warn every one 
it and day with tears. And now, brethren, 
immend you to God, and to the word of 
grace, which is able to build you up, and 
jive you an inheritance among all them 
ch are sanctified. I have coveted no man's 
er, or gold, or apparel : yea, ye yourselves 
w that these hands have ministered unto 
necessities, and to them that were with 
I have showed you all things, how that 
aboring ye ought to support the weak; 
to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, 
r he said, It is more blessed to give than to 
3ive. 

Then another shall read 
The Gospel, St. John xxi, 15-17. 

esus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of 
as, lovest thou me more than these ? He 
h unto him. Yea, Lord ; thou knowest that 
)ve thee. He saith unto him. Feed my 
bs. He saith to him again the second 
3, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me ? 
saith unto him. Yea, Lord ; thou knowest 
> I love thee. He saith unto him. Feed 
sheep. He saith unto him the third time, 
ion, son of Jonas, lovest thou me ? Peter 
I grieved because he said unto him the 
d time, Lovest thou me'? A3[vd\ie %^\^ 
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unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things ; tho 
knbwest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto 
him, Feed my sheep. 

Or this: St. Matt, xxviii, 18-20. 

Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, 
All power is given unto me in heaven and in 
earth. Go ye therefore and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name* of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost ; teach- 
ing them to observe all things vi^hatsoever I 
have commanded you : and lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world. 



After the Gospel and the sermon are ended, the elected person shall ' 
be presented by the two elders unto the bishop^ sayings 

We present unto you this holy man to be 
ordained a bishop. 

Then the bishop shall move the congregation present to pray^ saying 

thus to them : — 

Brethren, it is written in the Gospel of St 
Luke, that our Saviour Christ continued the 
w^hole night in prayer before he did choose 
and send forth his twelve apostles. It is 
written also in the Acts of the Apostles, that 
the disciples who were at Antioch did fast and 
pray before they laid hands on Paul and Bar- 
nabas, and sent them forth. Let us, therefore, 
following the example of our Saviour Christ, 
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ad his apostles, first fall to prayer before we 
Imit, and send forth this person presented to 
5, to the work whereunto we trust the Holy 
host hath called him. 

Then shall be said this prayer following : — 

Almighty God, Giver of all good things, 
^ho by thy Holy Spirit hast appointed divers 
rders of ministers in thy Church : mercifully 
ehold this thy servant now called to the work 
nd ministry of a bishop, and replenish him 
o with the truth of thy doctrine, and adorn 
lim with innocency of life, that both by word 
nd deed he may faithfully serve thee in this 
iffice, to the glory of thy name, and the edify- 
fig and well governing of thy Church, through 
be merits of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who 
Lveth and reigneth with thee, and the Holy 
xhost, world without end. AmetL 

Then the bishop shall say to him that is to be ordained : 

Brother, forasmuch as the Holy Scripture 
commands that we should not be hasty in 
aying on hands, and admitting any person to 
rovernment in the Church of Christ, which 
ae hath purchased with no less price than the 
jflfusion of his own blood ; before I admit you 
xj this administration, I will examine you on 

rtain articles, to the end that the congrega- 



53 
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tion present may have a trial, and bear witnear 
how you are minded to behave yourself in &t 
Church of God. 

Are you persuaded that you are truly called 
to this ministration, according to the will of 
our Lord Jesus Christ ? 
Answ. I am so persuaded. 
The bishop. Are you persuaded that the 
Holy Scriptures contain sufficiently all doc- 
trine required of necessity for eternal salva- 
tion, through faith in Jesus Christ? And 
are you determined, out of the same Holy 
Scriptures, to instruct the people committed 
to your charge, and to teach or maintain 
nettling as required of necessity to eternal 
salvation but that which you shall be per- 
suaded may be concluded and proved by the 
same ? 

Answ. I am so persuaded and determined, 
by God's grace. 

The bishop. Will you then faithfully exer- 
cise yourself in the same Holy Scriptures, 
and call upon God by prayer for the true un- 
derstanding of the same, so as you may be 
able by them to teach and exhort with whole- 
some doctrine, and to withstand and convince 
the gainsayers ? 
Answ, I will so do, by the help of God- 
The bishop. Are you ready with faithful 
diligence to banish wA Ame wj^^ all ©rro- 
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neous and strange doctrines contrary to God's 
word, and both privately and openly to call 
upon and encourage others to the same ? 

Answ. I am ready, the Lord being my 
helper. 

The bishop. Will you deny all ungodliness 
and worldly lust, and live soberly, righteously, 
and godly, in this present world, that you may 
show yourself in all things an example of 
good works unto others, that the adversary 
may be ashamed, having nothing to say 
against you ? . 

Answ, I will so do, the Lord being my 
helper. 

The bishop. Will you maintain and set for- 
ward, as much as shall lie in you, quietness, 
love, and peace, among all men : and such as 
shall be unquiet, disobedient, and criminal, 
within your district, correct and punish aq- 
cording to such authority as you have by God's 
word, and as shall be committed unto you ? 

Answ. I will so do, by the help of God. 

The bishop. Will you be faithful in ordain- 
ing, sending, or laying hands upon, others ? 

Answ. I will so be, by the help of God. 

The bishop. Will you show yourself gentle, 
ind be merciful for Christ's sake, to poor and 
leedy people, and to all strangers destitute of 
lelp? 

Answ. I will so show myse\i^\i3 Cjo5iI%V^^. 

9 
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Then ike bishop shall say. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, wh< 
hath given yon a good will to do all thes 
things, grant also unto you strength and powe 
to perform the same ; that he accomplishing i 
you the good work which he hath begun, yo 
may be found perfect and irreprehensible at th 
last day, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amei 

Then shall Fern, Creator Spiritus, be said. 

Gome, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire, 
Afid lighten with celestial fire. 
Thou the anointing Spirit art, 
Who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart. 
Thy blessed unction from above 
Is comfort, life, and f re of love. 
Enable with perpetual light 
The dullness of our blinded sight ; 
Anoint and cheer our soiled face 
With the abundance of thy grace; 
Keep far our foes, give peace at home ; 
Where thou arjt Guide, no ill can come. 
Teach us to know the Father, Son, 
And thee of both to be but one ; 
That through the ages all along, 
This may be our endless song : 
Praise to thy eternal merit, 
Father, Sen, and Holy Spirit 

That ended, the bishop shall say. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 
Answ. And let our cry Crom^ mt^X.^ ^ 
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Bishop, l^t VLB pray. 

Almighty God aricj most merciful Father, 
''ho of thine infinite goodness hast given thine 
nly and dearly beloved Son Jesus Christ to 
e our Redeemer, and the author of eyerlast- 
ig life ; who after that he had made perfect 
[ir redemption by his death, and was ascend- 
1 into heaven, poured down his gifts abun- 
antly upon men, making some apostles, some 
rophets, some evangelists, some pastors, and 
Dctors, to the edifying and making perfect 
is Church : grant, we beseech thee, to this 
ly servant, such grace that he may evermore 
3 ready to spread abroad thy gospel, the glad 
lings of reconciliation with thee, and use the 
ithority given him, not to destruction, but 

salvation ; not to hurt, but to help ; so that 
; a wise and faithful servant, giving to the 
mily their portion in due season, he may at 
St be received into everlasting joy, through 
isus Christ our Lord, who, with thee and the 
oly Ghost, liveth and reigneth, one God, world 
ithout end. Amen. 

en the bishop and elders present shall lay their hands upon the 
iead of the elected person, kneeling before them upon his knees, 
he bishop saying, 

Receive the Holy Ghost for the office and 
)rk of a bishop in the Cbarch of God now 
mmitted unto thee by the i\3apo^\\i\o\v oi o\i\ 
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hands, in the name of the Father, and of the . 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. And re- 
member that thou stir up the gtace of God 
which is given thee by this imposition of otir 
hands ; for God hath not given us the spirit 
of fear, but of power, and love, and soberness. 
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Then the biehop shall deliver him the Bible^ sayings 

Give heed unto reading, exhortation, and 
doctrine. Think upon the things contained in 
this book. Be diligent in them, that the in- 
crease coming thereby may be manifest unto 
all men. Take heed unto thyself, and to thy 
doctrine ; for by so doing thou shalt both save 
thyself and them that hear thee. Be to the 
flock of Christ a shepherd, not a wolf: feed 
*them, devour them not. Hold up the weak, 
heal the sick, bind up the broken, bring again 
the outcast, seek the lost, be so merciful that 
you may not be too remiss ; so minister disci- 
pline that you forget not mercy ; that when 
the chief Shepherd shall appear, you may re- 
ceive the never-fading crown of glory, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

[Then the bishop shall administer the Lord's supper, with whom A* 
newly ordained bishop and other persons present shall commomcati.] 

Immediately before the benediction shall be said the foUotti^ 

prayers : — 

Most merciful Father, we beseech thee to j 
send down upon.tliis ttiy ^eivant thy heavenly I 
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blessing, and so endue him with thy Holy 
Spirit, that he, preaching thy word, may not 
only be earnest to reprove, beseech, and rebuke 
with all patience and doctrine, but also may 
be to such as believe a wholesome example in 
word, in conversation, in love, in faith, in chas- 
tity, and in purity : that faithfully fulfilling his 
course, at the latter day he may receive the 
crown of righteousness laid up by the Lord, 
the righteous Judge, who liveth and reigneth, 
one God with the Father and the Holy Ghost, 
svorld without end. Amen. 

Prevent us, O Lord, in all our doings with 
thy most gracious favor, and further us with 
hj continual help, that in all our woks begun, 
continued, and ended in thee, we may glorify 
hy holy name ; and finally, by thy mercy, ob- 
tain everlasting life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

The peace of God which passeth all under- 
standing, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord ; and the blessing of 
jrod Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost, be among you, and remain with 
you, always. Amen. 
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SECTIO>J II. 
The Form and Manner of ordaining Elders, 

[When the day appointed by the bishop is come, there shall be aw- 
mon or exhortation, declaring the duty and office of such as cobw 
to be admitted eiders ; how necessary that order is in the Chunk 
of Christ, and also how the people ought to esteem them in thei^ 
office.] 

After which, one of the elders shall present unto the bithop all diem 

that are to be ordained, and say, 

I present unto yon these persons present to 
be ordained elders. 

Tken their natnee being read aUmdj ike bishop eholl 9ay unte tii 

people. 

Brethren, these are they whom we purpose, 
God willing, this day to ordain elders. For 
after due examination, we find not to the con- 
trary, but that they are lawfully called to this 
function and ministry, and that they are per- 
sons meet for the same. But if there be any 
of you who knoweth any impediment or crime 
in any of them, for the which he ought not to 
be received into this holy ministry, let him 
come forth in the name of God, and show 
what the crime or impediment is. 

[If any crime or impediment be objected, the bishop shall surcease 
from ordaining that person until such time as the party accused shill 
be found clear of the crime.] 

Then shall be said the collect, epistle, and gospel, asfoUoweth, 

The Collect. 

Almighty God, Giver of all good things, who 
by thy Holy Spirit laasl a^^omX.^^ ^\n^x^ wders 
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of ministers in thy Church ; mercifully behold 
these thy servants now called to the office of 
elders, and replenish them so with the truth 
, of thy doctrine, and adorn them with innocency 
of life, that both by word and good example 
they may faithfully serve thee in this office, 
to the glory of thy name, and the edification 
of thy Church, through the merit* of our Sa- 
viour Jesus Christ, who liveth »nd reigneth 
with thee and the Holy Ghost, world without 
end. Amen. 

The Epistle, Eph. iv, 7-13. 

Unto every one of us is given grace ac- 
cording to the measure of the gift of Christ. 
Wherefore he saith, when he ascended up on 
high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts 
unto men. (Now that he ascended, what is it 
but that he also descended first into the lower 
parts of the earth ? He that descended is the 
same also that ascended up far above all hea- 
vens, that he might fill all things.) And he 
gave some, apostles; and some, prophets ; and 
some, evangelists ; and some, pastors and teach- 
ers ; for the perfecting of the saints, for the 
work of the ministry, for the edifying of the 
body of Christ, till we all come in the unity 
•of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son 
of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure 
of the stature of the fullness of C\iV\%\., 
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After this shall he read for the Gospel, part of the tenth chapter of 

8t, John. 

St. John X, 1-16, 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that en- 
tereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but 
climbeth up some other way, the same is a 
thief and a robber. But he that entereth in 
by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. To 
him the porter openeth, and the sheep hear 
his voice, and he calleth his own sheep by 
name, and leadeth them out. And when he 
putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before 
them, and the sheep follow him, for they know 
his voice." And a stranger will they not follow, 
but will flee from him, for they know not the 
voice of strangers. This parable spake Jesus 
unto them, but they understood not what things 
they were which he spake unto them. Then 
said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, I am the door of the sheep. Alt 
that ever came before me are thieves and rob- 
bers, but the sheep did not hear them. I am 
the door; by me if any man enter in, he shall 
be saved, and shall go in and out and find psfe- 
ture. The thief cometh not but for to steal, 
and to kill, and to destroy ; I am come that 
they might have life, and that they might have 
it more abundantly. I am the good shepherd : 
the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. 
But he that is a hireling, aTidiTvoX. \!tvfe ^^^^\A., 
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whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf 
coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth, and 
the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the 
sheep. The hireling fleeth because he is a hire- 
ling, and careth not for the sheep. I am the 
good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am. 
known of mine. As the Father knoweth me, 
even so know I the Father : and I lay down 
my life for the sheep. And other sheep I have 
which are not of this fold : them also I must 
bring, and they shall hear my voice, and there 
shall be one fold and one shepherd.* 

9 

And that done, the bishop shall say unto them as hereafter follow^ 

eth : — 

You have heard, brethren, as well in your 
private examination as in the exhortation which 
was now made to you, and in the holy lessons 
taken out of the Gospel, and the writings of 
the apostles, of what dignity and of how great 
importance this office is whereunto ye are call- 
ed. And now again we exhort you, in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you have in re- 
membrance, into how high a dignity and to 
how weighty an office ye are called : that is to 
say, to be messengers, watchmen, and stewards, 
of the Lord, to teach and to premonish, to feed, 
and provide for the Lord s family, to seek for 
Christ's sheep that are dispersed abroad, and 
for his children who are in. l\ie rc\\!^sX <^i "^^s. 
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evil world, that they may be saved through 
Christ for ever. 

Have always therefore printed in your re- 
membrance how great a treasure is committed 
to your charge. For they are the sheep of 
Christ, which he bought with his death, and 
for whom he shed his blood. The Church 
and congregation whom you must serve, is his 
spouse and his body. And if it shall happen, 
the same Church, or any member thereof, do 
take any hurt or hinderance by reason of your 
negligence, ye know the greatness of the fault, 
and also the horrible punishment that will en- 
sue. Wherefore consider with yourselves the 
end of the ministry toward the children of 
God, toward the spouse and body of Christ; 
and see that you never cease your labor, your 
care and dihgence, until you have done all 
that lieth in you, according to your bounden 
duty, to bring all such as are or shall be com- 
mitted to your charge, unto that agreement in 
the faith and knowledge of God, and to that 
ripeness and perfectness of age in Christ, that 
there be no place left among you, either for 
error in religion, or for viciousness in life. 

Forasmuch then as your office is both of so 

great excellency, and of so great difficulty, 

ye see with how great care and stuJy ye 

ou^ht to apply - yourselves, as well that ye 

may show yourselvea d\x\AM^ ^w^ nXv^w^M 
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unto that Lord who hath placed jou in so 
high a dignity ; as also to beware that neither 
you yourselves offend, nor be occasion that 
others offend. Howbeit ye cannot have a 
mind and will thereto of yourselves ; for that 
will and ability is given of God alone ; there- 
fore ye ought, and have need to pray earnestly 
for his Holy Spirit. And seeing that ye can- 
not by any other means compass the doing .of 
so weighty a work, pertaining to the salvation 
of man, but with doctrine and exhortation 
taken out of the Holy Scriptures, and with a 
life agreeable to the same; consider how 
studious ye ought to be in reading and learn- 
ing the Scriptures, and in framing the manners, 
both of yourselves and of them that specially 
pertain unto you, according to the rule of 
the same Scriptures ; and for this self-same 
cause, how ye ought to forsake and set aside 
(as much as you may) all worldly cares and 
studies. 

We have good hope that you have all 
weighed and pondered these things with 
yourselves long before this time: and that 
you have clearly determined, by God's grace, 
to give yourselves wholly to this bffice, where- 
unto it hath pleased God to call you : so that, 
as much as lieth in you, you will apply your- 
selves wholly to this one thing, and draw all 
your cares and studies this wa^^^xA^^X.^^^ 
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will continually pray to God the Father, by 
the mediation of our only Saviour Jesus Christ, 
for the heavenly assistance of the Holy Ghost ; 
that by daily reading and weighing of the 
Scriptures, ye may wax riper and stronger in 
your ministry ; and that ye may so endeavor 
yourselves from time to time to sanctify the 
lives of you and yours, and to fashion them 
after the rule and doctrine of Christ, that ye 
maybe wholesome and godly examples and 
patterns for the people to follow. 

And now that this present congregation *of 
Christ, here assembled, may also understand 
your minds and wills in these things, and that 
this your promise may the more move you to 
do your duties : ye shall answer plainly to 
these things which we, in the name of God 
and his Church, shall demand of you touching 
the same. 

Do you think in your he^rt that you are 
truly called, according to the will of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to the order of elders ? 

AnsTV, I think so. 

The bishop. Are you persuaded that the 
Holy Scriptures contain sufficiently all doc- 
trine required of necessity for eternal salva- 
tion through faith in Jesus Christ ? And are 
you determined out of the said Scriptures to 
instruct the people committed to your charge, 
and to teach nothing as iec\vxvtedL ol w^^^^%^^ 
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o eternal salvation, but that which you shall 
le persuaded may be concluded and proved 
yy the Scripture ? ^ 

Answ, I am so persuaded, and have so de- 
ermined, by God's grace. 

The bishop. Will you then give your faith- 
ul dihgence always so to minister the doctrine 
md sacraments, and discipline of Christ, as 
;he Lord hath commanded I 

Answ. I will so do, by the help of the Lord. 

The bishop. Will you be ready with all 
Faithful diligence to banish and drive away 
all erroneous and strange doctrines contrary 
to God's word; and to use both public and 
private monitions and exhortations, as well to 
the sick as to the whole within your charge, 
as need shall require and occasion shall be 
given ? 

Answ. I will, the Lord being my helper. 

The bishop. Will you be diligent in prayers, 
and in reading of the Holy Scriptures, and in 
such studies as help to the knowledge of the 
same, laying aside the study of the world and 
the flesh ? 

Answ. I will endeavor so to do, the Lord 
being my helper. 

The bishop. Will you be diligent to frame 
and fashion yourselves, and your families, 
according to the doctrine of Christ: and to 
make both yourselves and l\ieTC\, ^'s* xksiOvx '?ks» 
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in you lieth, wholesome examples and patterns 
to the flock of Christ? 

Arisrv. I $hall apply myself thereto, the 
Lord being my helper. 

The bishop. Will you maintain and set for- 
ward, as much as lieth m you, quietness, 
peace, and love, among all Christian people, 
and especially among them that are or shall 
be committed to your charge ? 

Ansrv. I will so do, the Lord being my 
helper. 

The bishop. Will you reverently obey your 
chief ministers, unto whom is committed the 
charge and government over you; following 
with a glad mind and will their godly admo- 
nitions, submitting yourselves to their godly 
judgments? 

Answ. I will so do, the Lord being my 
helper. / 

Then shall the bishop, standing up, say^ 

' Almighty God, who hath given you this 
will to do all these things, grant also unto you 
strength and power to perform the same ; that 
he may accomplish his work which he hath 
begun in you, through Jesus Christ our Lord- 
Amen. 

[After this the congregation shall be desired secretly in their 
prayers to make their humble supplications to God for all these things : 
for the which prayers there B\ia\l \>e «\eTice\L«^xiQii «. %'^^<&^\ 
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't9r which shall he said hy the bishop, (the persons to be ordained 
ilders all kneeling t) Veni, Creator Spiritup, the bishop beginning, 
ind the elders and others that are present answe- ing by verse, as 
'blloweth : — 

Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire. 
And lighten with celestial Jire. 
Thou the anointing Spirit art, 
• Who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart. 
Thy blessed unetion from above 
Is comfort, life, and fire of love. 
Enable with perpetual light 
The dullness of our blinded sight; 
Anoint and cheer our soiled face 
With the abundance of thy grace; 
Keep far our foes, give peace at home ; 
Where thou art Guide, no ill can come : 
Teach us to know the Father, Son, 
And thee of both to be but one : 
That through the ages all along. 
This may be our endless song: 
Praise to thy eternal merit. 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

That done, the bishop shall pray in this wise, and say, 

Let 118 pray, 

-Almighty God and heavenly Father, who of 
^iue infinite love and goodness toward us 
Hst given to us thy only and most dearly he- 
aved Son Jesus Christ to be our Redeemer, 
^d the auihor of everlasting \\fe •, v^\vo ^i\fcx 
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he had made perfect our redemption by hi« 
death, and was ascended into heaven, sent 
abroad into the world his apostles, prophets, 
evangelists, doctors, and pastors, by whose 
labor and ministry he gathered together a 
great flock in all parts of the world, to set 
forth the eternal praise of thy holy name : for 
these so great benefits of thy eternal goodness, 
and for that thou hast vouchsafed to call these 
thy servants here present to the same office 
and ministry appointed for the salvation of 
mankind, we render unto thee most hearty 
thanks ; we praise and worship thee ; and we 
humbly beseech thee by the same, thy blessed 
Son, to grant unto all who either here or else- 
where call upon thy name, that we may con- 
tinue to show ourselves thankful unto thee 
for these, and all other thy benefits, and that 
we may daily increase and go foward in the 
knowledge and faith of thee and thy Son, by 
the Holy Spirit. So that as well by these 
thy ministers, as by them over whom they 
shall be appointed thy ministers, thy holy 
name may be for ever glorified, and thy blessed 
kingdoni enlarged, through the same, thy Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord : who liveth and reign- 
eth with thee in the unity of the same Holy 
Spirit, world without end. Amen. 
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fhen this proper is clone, the bishop, with tht eHers preseritj 
shall lay their hands severally upon the head of every one that 
receiveth the order of elders ; the receivers humbly kneeling upon 
ihtir knees, and the bishop saying, 

The Lord pour upon thee ihe Holy Ghost 
3r the office and work of an elder in the 
Jhurch of God, now. committed unto thee by 
ae imposition of our hands. And be thou a 
lithful dispenser of the word of God, and of 
is holy sacraments; in the name of the 
ather, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
rhost Amen, 

hen the bishop shall deliver to ^very one of them, kneeling, the 

Bible into his hands, saying, « 

Take thou authority to preach the word of 
rod. and to administer the holy sacraments 
I the congregation. 

Then the bishop shall say. 

Most merciful Father, we beseech thee to 
nd upon these thy servants thy heavenly 
essings, that they may be clothed with 
{hteousness, and that thy word spoken by 
eir mouths may ]jave such success, that it 
ay never be spoken in vain. Grant also 
at we may have grace to hear and receive 
lat they shall deliver out of thy most holy 
)rd, or agreeably to the same, as the means 

our salvation ; and that in all our words 
d deeds we may seek thy gVoTy>j ^w'^l SJe^^ 

10 
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increase of thy kingdom, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen, 

Prevent us, O Lord, in all our doings, with 
thy most gracious favor, and further us with 
thy continual help, that in all our works begun, 
continued, and ended in thee, we may glorify 
thy holy name, and finally, by thy mercy, 
obtain everlasting life, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen, 

The peace of God which passeth all under- 
standing, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord ; and the blessing of 
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost, be among you, and remain with 
you always. Amen, 

*^j* [If on the same day the order of deacons be given to some, 
and that of elders to others, the deacons shall be first presented, and 
then the elders. The collects shall both be used : first that for dea. 
cons, then that for elders. The epistle shall be £ph. ,iv, 7 to 13, 
as before in this office. Immediately after which, they that are to be 
ordained deacons shall be examined and ordained as is above pre- 
scribed. Then one of them having read the Gospel, which shall be 
St. John X, 1, as before in this office ; they that are to be ordained 
elders shall likewise be examined and ordained, as in this office be- 
fore appmnted.] , 



•\ 
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SECTION m. 
The Form amd Manner of making of Deaeons. 

i^en the day appointed by the bishop is come, there shall be a eer. 
mon or exhortati'n, declaring the duty and office of such as come 
to be admitted deacons.] 

fter which one of the elders shall present unto the bishop the per- 
sons to be ordained deacons^ and their names being read aloud, 
the bishop shall say unto the people : — / 

Brethren, if there be any of you who know- 
th any impediment or crime in any of these 
ersons presented to be ordained deacons, for 
le which he ought not to be admitted to that 
ffice, let him come forth in the name of God, 
nd show what the crime or impediment is. 

[If any crime or impediment be objected, the bishop shall surcease 
>m ordaining that person, until such time as the party accused shall 
» found clear of that crime.] 

Then shall be read the following collect and epistle : — 

The Collect, 

Almighty God, who by thy divine Provi- 
Bnce hast appointed divers orders of ministers 
[ thy Church, and didst inspire thy apostles 

> choose into the order of deacons thy first 
lartyr, St. Stephen, with others : mercifully 

^hold these thy servants, now called to the 

ie office and administration ; replenish them 

> with the truth of thy doctrine, and adorn 
em with innocency of life, that both by word 
id good example they may faithfully serve 
ee in this office to the glory of thy name, 
id the edification of thy C\uxic\i,^xou^^^ 
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merits of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who liveth 
and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost 
now and for ever. Amen, 

The Epistle, 1 Tim. iii, 8-13. 

Likewise must the deacons be grave," not 
double tongued, not given to much wine, not 
greedy of filthy lucre : holding the mystery of 
the faith in a pure conscience. And let these 
also first be proved ; then let them use the of 
fice ofa deacon, being found blameless. Even 
so must their wives be grave, not slanderers, 
sober, faithful in all things. Let the deacons 
be the husbands of one wife, ruling their chil- 
dren and their own houses well. For they that 
have used the office of a deacon well pur- 
chase to themselves a good degree, and great 
boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus. 

Then shall the bishop examine every one of those who are 1o he or- 
dainedf in the presence of the people^ after this manner follow- 
ing:— 

Do you trust that you are inwardly moved 
by the Holy Ghost to take upon you the office ' 
of the ministry in the Church of Christ, to serve 
God for the prom'oting of his glory and the 
edifying of his people ? 

Answ. I trust so. 

The bishep. Do you unfeignedly believe all 
the canonical Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testament ? 

Ansrv. I do believe tViem. 
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m 

The hishop. Will you diligently read or ex- 
pound the same unto the people whom you 
shall be appointed to serve ? 

Answ. I will. 

The Ushop,, It appertaineth to the oflBice of 
a deacon to assist the elder in divine service. 
And especially when he ministereth the holy 
communion, to help him in the distribution 
thereof, and to read and expound the Holy 
Scriptures ; to instruct the youth, and in the 
absence of the elder to baptize. And further- 
more, it is his office to search for the sick, poor, 
and impotent, that they may be visited and re- 
Ueved. ,Will you do this gladly and willingly ? 

Answ, I will do so, by the help of God. 

The bishop. Will you apply all your diligence 
to frame and fashion your own lives (and the 
lives of your families) according to the doctrine 
of Christ ; and to make (both) yourselves, (and 
them,) as much as in you lieth, wholesome ex- 
amples of the flock of Christ ? 

Answ, I will do so, the Lord being my 
helper. 

The bishop. Will you reverently obey them 
to whom the charge and government over you 
is committed, following with a glad mind and 
will their godly admonitions ? 

Answ. I will endeavor so to do, the Lord 
being my helper. 
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Then the hiahopy laying hia hands aeveraUy upon thi head of every 

one of them, shall any. 

Take thou authority to execute the office of 
a deacon in the Church of God ; in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and the Holy 
Ohost Amen, 

Then shall the bishop deliver to every one of them the Holy BihUi 

saying, 

Take thou authority to read the Holy Scrip- 
tures in the Church of God, and to preach the 
same. 

Then one of them appointed by the biahop shall read the Gospel, 

Luke xii, 35-38. 

Let your loins be girded about, and your 
lights burning, and ye yourselves like unto men 
that wait for their Lord, when he will return 
from the wedding, that when he cometh and 
knocketh, they may open unto him immediate- 
ly. Blessed are those servants whom the Lord 
when he cometh shall find watching. Verily 
I say unto you, that he shall gird himself, and 
make them to sit down to njeat, and will come 
forth and serve them. And if he shall come 
in the second watch, or come in the third watch, 
and find them so, blessed are those servants. 

[Then shall ihe bishop proceed in the coTniniinion,.and nil that are 
ordained shall receive the holy communion.] 



Ch. iii, § 3. OF deacqns. 151 

The eammunion ended, immediately before the benediction ehaU be 

eaid these coUeete following .*— - 

Almighty God, Giver of all good things, who 
of thy great goodness hast vouchsafed to 
accept and take these thy servants into the 
oflSce of deacons in thy Church : make them, 
we beseech thee, O Lord, to be modest, humble, 
and constant in their ministration, and to have 
a ready will to observe all spiritual discipline ; 
that they having always the testimony of a good 
conscience, and continuing ever stable and 
strong in thy Son Christ, may so well behave 
themselves in this inferior office, th^t they 
may be found worthy to be called into the 
higher ministries in thy Church, through the 
same, thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ; to 
whom be glory and honor, world without end. 
Arnen. 

Prevent us, O Lord, in all our doings, with 
thy most gracious favor, and further us with 
thy continual help; that in all our works 
begun, continued, and ended in thee, we may 
glorify thy holy name, and finally, by thy 
mercy, obtain everlasting life, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen, 

The peace of God, which passeth all under- 
standing, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord. And the blessing q€ 
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God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost, be among you, and renaain with 
you always. Amen. 



CHAPTER IV. 

THE FORM OF SOLEMNIZATION OF MATRIMONT. 

Firsty the bmnns of all that are to be married together must he 
published in the congregation three several Sundays in the lime 
of divine service^ {unless they be otherwise qualified according it 
laWt) the minister saying after the accustomed manner, 

I PUBLISH the banns of marriage between 

M. of , and N. of . If any of you 

know cause or just impediment why these 
two persons should not be joined together in 
hdy matrimony, i/e are to declare it. This is 
the first [second or third] time of asking. 

At the day and time appointed for solemnization of matrimsn^* 
the persons t» be married standing together, the man on the right 
hand, and the woman on the left, the minister shall say. 

Dearly beloved, we are gathered together 
here in the sight of God, and in the presence 
of these witnesses, to join together this man 
and this wom^n in holy matrimony : which ia 
an honorable estate, instituted of God in the 
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time of man's innocency, signifying unto us 
the mystical union that is between Christ and 
his Church ; which holy estate Christ adorned 
and beautified with his presence, and first 
miracle that he wrought in Cana of Galilee, 
and is commended of St. Paul to be honorable 
among all men ; and therefore is not by any 
to be enterprised, or taken in hand unadvisedly, 
but reverently, discreetly, advisedly, and in 
the fear of God. 

Into which holy estate these two persons 
present come now to be joined. Therefore, if 
any can show any just cause why they may 
not lawfully be joined together, let him now 
speak, or else hereafter for ever hold his 
peace. 

And also speaking unto the persons that are to be married, he shall 

say, 

I require and charge you both (as you will 
answer at the dreadful day of judgment, when 
the. secrets of all hearts shall be disclosed) 
that if either of you know any impediment 
why you may not be lawfully joined together 
in matrimony, you do now confess it : for be 
ye well assured, that so many as are coupled 
together otherwise than God's word doth 
allow, are not joined together by God, neither 
is their matrimony lawful 



1 

154 MATRIMONY. Part II» [ 

Jf no impediment be alledged, then ahaU the minister toy wiU lh 



man. 



3/., Wilt thou have this woman to thy wedded 
wife, to live together after God's ordinance, in 
the holy estate of matrimony ? Wilt thou Iovjb 
her, comfort her, honor, and keep her, in sick- 
ness and in health : and, forsaking all other, 
keep thee only unto her, so long as ye both 
shall live ? 

The man ahaU answer, 

I wUl. 

Then shall the minister say unto the vocmanf 

N., Wilt thou have this man to thy wedded 
husband, to live together after God's ordinance, 
in the holy estate of matrimony ? Wilt thoa 
obey him, serve him, love, honor, and keep him, 
in, sickness and in health : and, forsaking all 
other, keep thee only unto him, so long as ye 
both shall live ? 

The woman shall answer, 

I will. 

Then the minister shall cause the man with his rigM hand to taU 
the womttn by her right hand, and to say after him as foUam^ 

eth : — • 

I M. take thee iV. to be my wedded wife, to 

have and to hold, from this day forward, for 

better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in 

sickness and in heaVlVv, to \on^ ^wvL \.q cVverish, 
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I 

till death us do part, according to God's holy 
ordinance : and thereto I plight thee my faith. 

Tken 9kmU tkey loose their hmndo^ and the wonum with her right 
hand taking the man by kio rigkt hand, skall likewioe say after 
the minister : — 

I N. take thee M. to be my wedded husband, 
to have and to hold from this day forward, for 
better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in 
sickness and in health, to love, cherish, and 
to obey, till death us do part, according to 
God's holy ordinance : and thereto I give thee 
my faith. 

Then shall the minister say. 
Let OS pay. 

O eternal God, Creator and Preserver of all 
mankind, Giver of all spiritual grace, the 
Author of everlasting life ; send thy blessing 
upon these thy servants, this man and this 
w.oman, whom we bless in thy name ; that as 
[saac and Rebecca lived faithfully together, so 
these persons may surely perform and keep 
the vow and covenant between them made, 
and may ever remain in perfect love and peace 
together, and live according to thy laws, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Then shall the minister join their right hands together, and say, 

Those whom God has joined together let 
ao man put asunder. 
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Forasmuch as M, and N, have consented 
together in holy wedlock, and have witnessed | 
the same before God and this company, and 
thereto have pledged their faith either to other, 
and have declared the same by joining of 
hands ; I pronounce that they are man and 
wife together, in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen, 



And the minister shaU add this blessing: — 

God the Father, God the Son, God the 
Holy Ghost, bless, preserve, and keep you; 
the Lord mercifully with his favor look upon 
you, and so fill you with all spiritual benedic- 
tion and grace, that ye may so live together 
in this life, that in the world to come ye may 
have life everlasting. Amen. 

Then the minister shall say, 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name ; thy kingdom come ; thy will l)e 
done cm earth, as it is in heaven : give us this 
day our daily bread ; and forgive us our trefr 
passes, as we forgive them that trespass 
against us: and lead us not into temptation;, 
but deliver us from evil. ATuen. 

Then shall the minister say^ 

O God of Abraham, God of Isaac, God of 

Jacob, bless this man and this woman, and 

sow the seed of elertvaX \\fe m \Jcka\t liearts, 
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hat whatsoever in thy holy word they shall 
[MTofitably learn, they may indeed fulfill the 
same. Look, O Lord, mercifully on them 
from, heaven, and bless them ; and as thou 
didst send thy blessings upon Abraham and 
Sarah, to their great comfort,, so vouchsafe to 
send thy blessings upon this man and this 
Woman, that they, obeying thy will, and al- 
ways being in safety under thy protection, may 
abide in thy love unto their lives' end, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 

God, who by thy mighty power hast 
ihade all things of nothing ; who also (after 
other things set in order) didst appoint that 
out of man (created after thine own image and 
similitude) woman should take her beginning ; 
and knitting them together, didst teach that it 
should never be lawful to put asunder those 
\vhom thou, by matrimony, hadst made 
One : O God, who hast consecrated the state 
of matrimony to such an excellent mystery, that 
in it is signified and represented the spiritual 
marriage and unity between Christ and his 
Church : look mercifully upon this man and 
this woman ; that this man may love his wife, 
iccording to thy word, (as Christ did Jove his 
spouse, the Church, who gave himself for it ; 
ioving and cherishing it, even as his own 
lesh,) and also that this woman may be loving 
ind amiable, faithful and 6bed\exA\,o\v^x\iXi%- 
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baml; and in all qaietness, sobriety, and 
peace, be a follower of holy and godly ma- 
trons. O Lord, bless them both, and grant 
them to inherit thy everlasting kingdom, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Then shall the minister sayj 

Almighty God, who at the beginning did 
create our first parents, Adam and Eve, and 
did sanctify and join them together in marriage, 
pour upon you the riches of his grace, sanctify 
and bless you, that ye may please him both 
in body and soul, and live together in holj 
love unto your lives' end. Amen, 



CHAPTER V. 

ORDER OF THE BURIAL OF THE DEAD. 
The ministeTf meeting the corpse, and going before it, shaU My, 

I am the resurrection and the life ; he that 
believeth in me, though he were dead, yet 
shall he live : and whosoever liveth, and be- 
lieveth in me, shall never die. John xi, 25, 26. 

I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that 

he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth : 

and though after my skin worms destroy 

this body, yet in my ft.e^\v %\vall I ^ee God: 
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whom I tshall see for myself, and mine eyes 
shall behold, and not another. Job xix, 25, 
26, 27. 

We brought nothing into this world, and it 
is certain we can carry nothing out. The 
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken, away ; 
blessed be the name of the Lord. 1 Tim. vi, 
7 ; Job i, 21. 

At the gravft tohen the corpse U laid in the eartht the tniniater 

shall say, 

Man that is born of a woman hath but a 
short time, to live, and is full of misery. He 
Cometh up, and is cut down like a flower : he 
fleeth as it were a shadow, and never con- 
tinueth in one stay. 

In the midst of life we are in death : of 
V^hom may we seek for succor, but of thee, O 
Lord, who for our sins art justly displeased ? 

Yet, O Lord God most holy, O Lord most 
mighty, O holy and most merciful Saviour, 

deliver us not into the bitter pains of eternal 
death. 

Thou knowest. Lord, the secrets of our 
hearts : shut not thy merciful ears to our 
prayers, but spare us. Lord most holy, God 
most mighty, O holy and merciful Saviour, 
thou most worthy Judge eternal, suffer us not 

at our last hour for any pains of death to fall 
from thee. 
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Then shall be aaid, 

I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, 
Write ; from henceforth blessed are the dead 
vi^ho die in the Lord : even so, saith the Spirit; 
for they rest from their labors. 

Then thall the minister Say, 

Lord have mercy upon us. 
Christ have mercy upon ics. 
Lord have mercy upon us. 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be 
thy name ; thy kingdom come ; thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven : give us this 
day our daily bread, and forgive us our tres- 
passes, as we forgive them that trespass 
against us: and lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. Amen, 

The Collect. 

O merciful God, the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who is the resurrection and the 
life : in whom whosoever believeth shall live, 
thouofh he die : and whosoever liveth and be- 
lieveth in him, shall not die eternally. We 
meekly beseech thee, O Father, to raise us 
from the death of sin unto the life of righte- 
ousness ; that when we shall depart this life 
we may rest in him ; and at the general re- 
surrection on the laal day may be found ac- 
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ceptable in thy sight, and receive that bless- 
ing which thy well-beloved Son shall then 
pronounce to' all that love and fear thee, say- 
ing. Come ye blessed children of my Father, 
receive the kingdom prepared for you from 
the beginning of the world. Grant this, we 
beseech thee, O merciful Father, through Jesus 
Christ our Mediator and Redeemer. Amen. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen. 

11 
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PART III. 
temporal (EconomQ. 



CHAPTER I. 

OF THE BOUNDARIES OF THE ANNUAL 

CONFERENCES. 

1. New-York Conference shall consist of 
the territory now included in the Poughkeep- 
sie, Rhinebeck, Delaware, and Newburg 
Districts, and that part of New- York District 
lying north and west of the charges of Nor- 
walk, Stamford, Poundridge, Highridge, New- 
Canaan, Greenwich, King-street, Port Ches- 
ter, Rye, New-Rochelle, East Chester, West 
Chester, and West Farms, in West Chester 
county, and the state of Connecticut, and of 
those charges in the city of New- York lying 
north and west of a line running through the 
Third Avenue, Bowery, Chatham-street, and 
Broadway, to the Battery. 

2. New-York East Conference shall 
consist of the territory now included in the 
Hartford, New-Haven, and Long Island Dis- 
tricts, and that part of the New- York District 
not included in the New- York Conference. 

3. Providence Co^te.u^^cis. ^^XV \\saluide 
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that part of the state 'of Connecticut lying east 
of the Connecticut river, all the state of 
Hhofle Island, and that part of the state of 
Massachusetts lying south-east of a line drawn 
from the north-east corner of the state of 
Hhode Island to the mouth of Neponset 
river, which line shall so run as to leave the 
"Walpole station and Quincy Point within the 
"bounds of the New-England Conference. 

.4. New-England Conference shall in- 
clude all the state of Massachusetts lying east 
of the Green Mountains, not embraced in the 
New-Hampshire and Providence Conferences. 

6. Maine Conference shall include that 
part of the state of Maine lying west of the 
Kennebeck river, from the mouth to the Great 
Bend below Skowhegan, and of a line running 
from thence north to the state line, (including 
Skowhegan and Augusta stations, in Maine 
Conference,) and that part of New-Hampshire 
lying east of the White Hills, and north of the 
waters of the Ossipee lake. 

6. East Maine Conference shall include 
that part of the state of Maine not included in 

• the Maine Conference. 

7. New-Hampshire Conference shall in- 
clude all the state of New-Hampshire not em- 
braced in the Maine Conference, and that part 
of the state of Massachusetts north-east of the 
Merrinaack river. 
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8. Vermont Conference shall include 
the state of Vermont, except that part lying 
west of the top of the Green Mountains em- 
braced in the Troy Conference. 

9. Troy Conference shall include the 
Troy, embracing Kinderhook circuit, Albany, 
Saratoga, Po.ultney, Burlington, Plattsburgh, 
and St. Albans Districts. 

10. Black River Conference shall in- 
clude, together with Rose circuit, that part of 
the state of New- York west of the Troy Con- 
ference, not embraced in the East Genesee 
Conference, as far south as the Erie canal, 
and all the societies on the immediate banks 
of said canal, except Utica and Canistota, 
Montezuma and Port Byron. 

11. Oneida Conference shall include that 
part of the state of New- York east of Cayuga 
lake, not embraced in the New- York, Troy, 
and Black River Conferences, and the Sus- 
quehannah and Wyoming Districts, in the 
state of Pennsylvania. 

12. East Genesee Conference shall con- 
tain all that part of the state of New-York 
west of the Black River and Oneida Confer- ' 
ences, and east of the Genesee river, including 
the whole of the city of Rochester, together 
with so much of the state of Pennsylvania as 
is embraced in the Seneca Lake and Wells- 
borough Districts, and AiVj^^^^ ^mc.\»&.. 
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13. Genesee Conference shall include all 
that part of the state of New- York west of 
the East Genesee Conference, except so much 
as is included in the Erie Conference, and 
also Smethport and Coudersport circuits, in 
Pennsylvania. 

14. Erie Conference shall be bounded on 
the north by Lake Erie — on the east by a line 
commencing^ at the mouth of Cattaraugus creek 
—thence up said creek to the village of Lodi, 
leaving said village in the Genesee Confer- 
ence — thence to the Alleghany river, at the 
mouth of Tunanquant creek — thence up said 
creek, eastward to the ridge dividing between 
fio^e waters of Clarion and Sinnamahoning 
creeks — ^thence east to the head of Mahoning 
creek — ^thence down said creek to the Allegha- 
ny river — thence across said river in a north- 
westerly direction to the Western Reserve 
line, including the north part of Butler and 
New-Castle circuits, except Petersburg-^ 
thence west to the Ohio canal — thence along 
said canal to Lake Erie, including Akron and 
Cleveland city. 

15. Pittsburgh Conference shall be 
bounded on the north by the Erie Conference 
— on the east by a line running along the top 
of the Alleghany Mountains to the southern 
line of the state of Pennsylvania — ^thexic^ 
w^st along said line to the ^o\AV^^^X ^^^"^rx 
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of said state — ^thence the nearest way to Fish 
creek — thence down said creek to the Ohio 
river — thence down the Ohio river to the 
mouth of the Muskingum river — thence up 
said river, exclusive of the towns of Marietta 
and Zanesville, to the Tuscarawas river— 
thence up said river, exclusive of the town of 
Massillon, to the line of the Erie Conference. 

16. Ohio Conference shall commence at 
the mouth of the Great Miami river, running 
north with the state line to the line of Dark 
county, excluding Elizabethtown — thence east- 
wardly along the line of the North Ohio Con- 
ference, so as to exclude the circuits of Green- 
ville, Sidney, except Westville and MTarland, 
Bellefountaine, Allen mission, Richwood, Ma- 
rion, Delaware, and Roscoe, to the Muskingum 
river — thence down said . river so as to in- 
clude the towns of Zanesville and Marietta— 
thence down the Ohio river to the mouth of Big 
Sandy, including all that part of Kentucky lying 
south of the state of Ohio, to the place of 
beginning. 

17. Western Virginia Conference shall 
include the whole of Western Virginia, and so 
much of the Western Shore of Maryland as is 
not included in the Baltimore and Pittsburgh 
Conferences. 

18. North Ohio Conference 'shall em- 
btace all that part oi lYie «\.^te oS. Q^kv^ \!^^\\Br 
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eluded ia the Ohio, Pittsburgh, and Erie Con- 
ferences. 

19. Michigan Conference shall include 
the state of Michigan, and the Ojibway Mis- 
sions on the waters of Lake Superior, formerly 
Bmbraced in the Rock River Conference. 

20. Indiana Conference shall include 
that part of the state of Indiana south of the 
National Road, with Elizabethtown, in Ohio, 
and the western charge in Indianapolis, with all 
the towns that are immediately on the road to 
the state line, except Terre Haute, and that part 
of Kentucky lying south of the state of Indiana. 

21. North Indiana Conference shall 
include that part of the state of Indiana 
north of the National Road, the eastern charge 
in Indianapolis, with all the towns that are 
immediately on the road to the eastern line of 
the state, together with Terre Haute in the 

west. 

22. Rock River Conference shiall include 

that part of the state of Illinois not embraced 
in the Illinois and Wisconsin Conferences. 

23. Wisconsin Conference shall include 
the territory embraced in the state of Wiscon- 
sin, with the addition of so much of Hazel 
Green and Monroe circuits as lie within the 
state of Illinois, and that part of the Minesota 
territory not included in the Michigan Con- 
ference. 
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24. Iowa Conference shall include all the 
state of Iowa and the Nebraska territory. 

25. Illinois Conference shall include 
that part of Illinois south of the following 
line, namely: beginning at Warsaw, on the 
Mississippi river, and running thence to Au* 
gusta, thence to Doddsville, thence to the 
Indiana state line, embracing Warsaw town, 
Havana mission, Bloomington station, and 
Danville circuit, and all that part of Kentucky 
not included in the Ohio and Indiana Con- 
ferences. 

26. Missouri Conference shall embrace 
the states of Missouri and Arkansas, and the 
territory west and north of these states, extend- 
ing to the Rocky Mountains, not included in 
the Iowa Conference. 

27. Baltimore Conference shall include 

all that part of Virginia not embraced in the 

Ohio, Pittsburgh, and Philadelphia Confe^ 

ences, and which is bounded by a line com* 

mencing at the mouth of the Rappahannock 

river, running with said river to the head waters 

thereof, (including Fredericksburgh,) thence 

by the Blue Ridge to New River, taking in 

Floyd circuit, thence by New River to the 

boundary of the Ohio Conference ; the Western 

Shore of Maryland, except a small portion 

included in the Pittsburgh Conference, and 

that part of PennsylvauYa. \Y^\i^ ^^^X ^1 ^^iA 
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Alleghany Mountains and west of the Sus- 
quehannah river, including Huntingdon and 
Northumberland Districts. 

28.* Philadelphia Conference shall in- 
clude the Eastern Shore of Maryland and 
Virginia, the state of Delaware, and all that 
part of Pennsylvania lying between the Sus- 
quehannah and Delaware rivers, except so 
much as is included in Baltimore, Oneida, and 
New-Jersey Conferences. 

29. New-Jersey Conference shall include 
the whole state of New-Jersey, Staten Island, 
and so much of the states of New- York and 
Pennsylvania as is now included in the Patter- 
son District. 

30. There shall be an annual conference on 
the western coast of Africa, to be denominated 
The Liberia Mission Annual Conference, 
possessing all the rights, powers, and privi- 
leges, of other annual conferences, except that 
of sending delegates to the General Confer* 
ence, and of drawing its annual dividend from 
the avails of the Book Concern and of the 
chartered fund. 

31. There shall be an annual conference on 
the Pacific coast, to embrace Oregon, Califor- 
nia, and New-Mexico, to be called the Oregon 
iND California Mission Conference — to 
36 organized as soon as practicable, under the 
ivtboiity and direction of t\ie ^^\se,o\^^^^— 



170 BUILDING OF CHURCHES. Part III, 

possessing all the rights, powers, and privi- 
leges, of other annual conferences, except that 
of sending delegates to the General Confer- 
ence, and of drawing its annual dividend from 
the avails of the Book Concern and of the 
chartered fund. 



CHAPTER II. 
OF CHURCHES AND CHURCH PROPERTY. 

SECTION I. 

Of building Churches, and the Order to be observed 

therein. 

Quest. 1. Is anything advisable in regard to 
building churches ? 

* Answ, 1. Let all our churches be built plain 
and decent, and with free seats; but not more 
expensive than is absolutely unavoidable; 
otherwise the necessity of raising money will 
make rich men necessary to us. But if so, 
we must be dependent on them, yea, and 
governed by them. And then farewell to 
Methodist discipline, if not doctrine too. 

2. In order more effectually to prevent our 
people from contracting debts which they are 
not able to discharge, it shall be the duty of 
the quarterly conference, of every circuit and 
station, where it is contemplated to build a 
house or houses of -woi^v^, Vo ^^^xxt^ ^e 
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ground or lot on which such house or houses 
are to be built, according to our deed of settle- 
ment, which deed must be legally executed; 
and also said quarterly conference shall appoint 
a judicious committee of at least three members 
of our Church, who shall form an estimate of 
the amount necessary to build; and three- 
fourths of the money, according to such esti- 
mate, shall be secured or subscribed before 
any such building shall be commenced. 

In all cases where d^bts for building houses 
of worship have been, or may be, incurred 
contrary to, or in disregard of, the above re- 
commendation, our members and friends are 
requested to discountenance, by declining pe- 
cuniary aid to all agents who shall travel 
abroad beyond their own circuits or districts 
for the collection of funds for the discharge of 
such debts ; except in such peculiar cases as 
may be approved by an annual conference, or 
such agents as may be appointed by their 
authority. . 

3. In future we will admit no charter, deed, 
or conveyance, for any house of worship to be 
used by us, unless it be provided in such char- 
ter, deed, or conveyance, that the trustees of 
said house shall at all times permit such 
ministers and preachers belonging to the 
Methodist Episcopal Church as shall from time 
to time be duly authorized \>y \\x^ ^^^^t^ 
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Conference of the ministers of our Church, on 
by the annual conferences, to preach and ex- 
pound God's holy word, and to execute the 
discipline of the Church, and to adnainister 
the sacraments therein, according to the true 
meaning and purport of our deed of set- 
tlement. 

4. As it is contrary to our economy to build 
houses with pews to sell or rent, it shall be 
the duty of the several annual conferences to 
use their influence to prevent houses from 
being so built in future ; and as far as possible 
to make those houses free which have already 
been built with pews. 

SECTION n. 
Of the Form of a Deed of Settlement. 

Quest \ What shall be done for the security 
of our preachinff-houses, and the premises be- 
longing thereto! 

Answ, Let the following plan of a deed of 
settlement be brought into effect in all possible 
oases, and as far as the laws of the states 
respectively will admit of it. But each annual 
conference is authorized to make such modifr 
cation in the deeds as they may find the 
different usages and customs of law require 
in the different states and. territories, so as to 
secure the premises firmly by deed, and per- 
mmently to th^ HetVvo(i\sXT»^\^^o^^ ^Vxo^V 
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according to the true intent and meaning of 
the following form of a deed of settlement ; 
anything in the said form to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

This Indenture, made this 
day of in the year of our Lord 

one thousand hundred and 

between of the in the 

state of (if the grantor be mar-* 

ried, insert the name of his wife) of the onef 
part, and trustees, in trust 

for the uses and purposes herein after men- 
tioned, all of the in the state 
of aforesaid, of the other part, 
WITNESSETH, that the said (if 
married, insert the name of his wife,) for and 
in consideration of the sum of 
specie, to in hand paid, at 
and upon the sealing and delivery of these 
presents, the receipt whereof is hereby ac- 
knowledged, hath (or have) given, granted, 
bargained, sold, released, confirmed, and con- 
veyed, and by these presents doth (or do) 
give, grant, bargain, sell, release, confirm, 
and convey unto them, the said 
and their successors, (trustees, in trust for 
the uses and purposes herein after mentioned 
and declared,) all the estate, right, title, in- 
terest, property, claim, and demand whatso- 
ever, either in law or equity, vA:aOcL\i^ "iw^ 
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said (if married, here insert ihe 

name of his wife,) hath (or have) in, to, or upon 
all and singular a certain lot, or piece of land, 
situate, lying, and being in the and state, 

aforesaid, bounded and butted as follows, to 
wit, (here insert the several courses and dis- 
tances of the land to the place of beginning,) 
containing and laid out for acres 

of land, together with all and singular the 
houses, woods, waters, ways, privileges, 
and appurtenances thereto belonging, or in 
anywise pertaining: to have and to hold 
all and singular, the above-mentioned and de- 
scribed lot or piece of land, situate, lying, and 
being as aforesaid, together with all and sin- 
gular the houses, woods,^ waters, ways, and 
privileges thereto belonging, or in anywise 
appertaining unto them the said 
and their successors in office for ever in trust, 
that they shall erect and build, or cause to be 
erected and built thereon, a house or place of 
worship for the use of the members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in the United 
States of America, according to the rules and 
discipline which from time to time may be 
agreed upon and adopted by the ministers and 
preachers of the said Church at their General 
Conferences in the United States of America ; 
and in further trust and confidence that they 
shall at all times, fox eNex \ifex^^i\fex, permit 
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such ministers and preachers belonging to the 
said Church, as shall from time to time be 
duly authorized by the General Conferences 
of the ministers and preachers of the said 
Methodist Episcopal Church, or by the annual 
conferences authorized by the said General 
Conference, to preach and expound God's holy 
word therein ; and in further trust and confi- 
dence, that as often as any one or more of the 
trustees herein before mentioned shall die, or 
cease to be a member or members of the said 
Church according to the rules and discipline 
as aforesaid, then and in such case it shall be 
the duty of the stationed minister or preacher 
(authorized as aforesaid) who shall have the 
pastoral charge of the members of the said 
Church, to call a meeting of the remaining 
trustees as soon as conveniently may be : and 
"When so met, the said minister or preacher 
shall proceed to nominate one or more persons 
to fill the place or places of him or them 
Avhose office or offices has (or have) been va- 
C2^ted as atforesaid. Provided^ the person or 
persons so nominated shall Jiave been one 
year a member or members of the said Church 
immediately preceding such nomination, and 
be at least twenty-one years of age ; and the 
said trustees, so assembled, shall proceed to 
elect, and by a majority of votes appoint, the 
-person or persons so nominated lo ^ ^\xO^ 
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vacancy or vacancies, in order to keep up the 
number of nine trustees for ever ; and in case 
of an equal number of votes for and against 

. the said nomination, the stationed minister or 
preacher shall have the casting vote. 

Provided nevertheless, That if the said trus- 
tees, or any of them, or their successors, have 
advanced) or shall advance, any sum or sums 
of money) or are or shall be responsible for 
any sum or sums of money, on account of the 
said premises, and they the said trustees, or 
their successors, be obliged to pay the said 
sums of money, they, or a majority of them, 
shall be authorized to raise the said sum ot 
sums of money, by a mortgage on the said 
premises, or by selling the said premises, after 
notice given to the pastor or pi'eacher who has 
the oversight of the congregation attending 
divine service on the said premises, if the 
money due be not paid to the said trustees, 
or their successors, within one year after such 
notice given : and if such sale take place, the 
said trustees, or their successors, after paying 
the debt and other expenses which are due 
from the money arising from such sale, shall 
deposit the remainder of the money produced 
by the said sale in the hands of the steward or 
stewards of the society belonging to or attend- 
ing divine service on said premises; which 

Burphxs of the prodvxce oi bmOci ^^^, %^ ^^- 
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posited in the hands of the said steward or 
stewards, shall be at the disposal of the next 
annual conference authorized as aforesaid; 
which said annual conferencis shall dispose of 
the said money, according to the best of their 
judgment, for the use of the said society. 
And the said doth by these pre* 

sents warrant, and for ever defend, all and 
singular the before-mentioned and described 
lot or piece of land, w4th the appurtenances 
thereto belonging unto them the said 

and their successors, chosen and 
appointed as aforesaid, from the claim ot 
claims of him the said his heirs and 

assigns, and from the claim or claims of all 
persons whatever. In testimony whereof, the 
said (if married, insert the name 

of his wife,) have hereto set their hands and 
seals, the day and year aforesaid^ 
Sealed and delivered in 

the presence of us 

(Two witnesses.) 

Grantor^s (L. S.) 
his wife's (L. S.) 
Received the day of the date 
of the above-written in- 
denture, the consideration f 
therein mentioned in full. J 
Witness] Grantor's (L. S.) 

Couniy, ss, 

12 
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Be it remembered, that on the 

day of in the year of our Lord 

one thousand personally appeared 

before me, one of the justices of the peace, 
in and for the county of and state 

of the within-named the 

grantor (if married, insert the name of his 
wife) acknowledged the within deed of trust 
to be their act and deed, for the uses and. 
purposes therein mentioned and declared; 
and she the said wife of the said 

being separate and apart from her said 
husband, by me examined, declared that she 
had made the same acknowledgment, freely 
and with her own consent, without being 
induced thereto through fear or threats of 
her said husband. In testimony whereof I 
have hereto set my hand and seal, the day 
and year first above written. 

Here the justice's name. (L. S.) 

SECTION III. 
. Of Trustees, 

1. Let nine trustees be appointed for hold- 
ing church property, where proper persons 
can be procured ; otherwise seven or five. 

2. When a new board of trustees is to be 
created, it shall be done (except in those 
states and territones v?\\ei^ t\\e statutes pro- 
vide differently) by l\ie ^ySoSxAxcl^tsX oi '^^ 
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preacher in charge, or the presiding elder of 

the district. 

3. When any one or more of the trustees 

shall die, or cease to be a member or mem- 
bers of the said Church according to the rules 
and discipline as aforesaid, then and in such 
case it shall be the duty of the stationed mi- 
nister or preacher (authorized as aforesaid) 
who shall have the pastoral charge of the 
members of the said Church, (except in those 
states and territories where the statutes pro- 
vide differently,) to call a meeting of the re- 
maining trustees as soon as conveniently may 
be: and when so met, the said minister or 
preacher shall proceed to nominate one or 
more persons to fill the place or places of him 
or them whose office or offices has (or have) 
been vacated as aforesaid. Provided, the 
person or persons so nominated shall have 
l>een one year a member or members of the 
said Church inyinediately preceding such no- 
mination, and be at least twenty-one years of 
age ; and the said trustees, so assembled, 
shall proceed to elect, and by a majority of 
votes appoint, the person or persons so nomi^ 
nated to fill such vacancy or vacancies, in 
order to keep up the number of nine trustees 
for ever ; and in case of an equal number of 
votes for and against the said nomination, the 
stationed minister or preacYvei ^\v^\vaN^*^^ 
casting vote. 
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Provided nevertheless, That if the said trus- 
tees, or any of them, or their successors, have 
advanced, or shall advance, any sum or sums 
of money, or are or shall be responsible for 
any sum or sums of money, on account of 
the said premises, and they the said trustees, 
or their successors, be obliged to pay the said 
sums of money, they, or a majority of them, 
shall be authorized to raise the said sum or 
sums of money by a mortgage on the said 
premises, or by selling the said premises, after 
notice given to the pastor or preacher who 
has the oversight of the congregation attend- 
ing divine service on the said premises, if the 
money due be not paid to the said trustees, or 
their successors, within one year after such 
notice given : and if such sale take place, the 
said trustees, or their successors, after paying 
the debt and other expenses which are due 
from the money arising from such sale, shall 
deposit the remainder of the mj)ney produced 
by the said sale in the hands of the steward 
or stewards of the society belonging to or at- 
tending divine service on said premises-; which 
surplus of the produce of such sale, so depo- 
sited in the hands of the said steward or 
stewards, shall be at the disposal of the next 
annual conference authorized as aforesaid; 
which said annual conference shall dispose of 
the said money, accoiAiiv^ \,o \3sv^ \i^^\. oC their 
ndgment, for the use oi xVe ^^\^ ^Qciv^^l • 
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4. No person shall be eligible as a trustee 
to any of our houses, churches, or schools, 
who is not a regular member of our Church. 

5. No person who is a trustee shall be 
ejected while he is in joint security for money, 
unless such relief be given him as is demand- 
ed, or the creditor will accept. 

6. The board of trustees of every circuit or 
station shall be responsible to the quarterly 
meeting conference of said circuit or station, 
and shall be required to present a report of 
its acts during the preceding year. 



CHAPTER III. 

I 

OF support and supplies. 

SECTIO]^ I. 
Of the Support of Bishops. 

Quest What shall be allowed for the sup- 
port of a bishop, and how shall it be raised ? 

Answ. 1. The annual allowance of a married 
bishop shall be two hundred dollars, and his 
traveling expenses. The annual allowance of 
an unmarried bishop shall be one hundred 
dollars, and his traveling expenses. 

2. Each child of a bishop shall be allow- 
ed sixteen dollars annually to the age of seven 
years, and twenty-four doUara ^iiwwaS^ \\^\s!c 
the age of seven to fourteexi^je^T^. 

J 
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3. Each annual conference shall pay its 
proportionate part toward the allowance of 
the bishops, their widows and orphans. 

4. Each annual conference in which a 
bishop or bishops may reside, shall annually 
appoint a committee of three or more, whose 
duty it shall be to estimate the amount ne- 
cessary to furnish a house, fuel, and table 
expenses, for said bishop or bishops, subject to 
the action of the conference, and they are au- 
tliorized to draw on the funds of the Book 
Concern for said amount. 

SECTION II. 

Of the Allowance to the Ministers and Preachers, and 
to ^heir Wives, Widotps, and Children. 

1. The annual allowance of the married 
traveling, supernumerary, and superannuated 
preachers, shall be two hundred dollars, and 
their traveling expenses. 

2. The annual allowance of the unmarried 
traveling, supernumerary, and superannuated 
preachers, shall be one hundred dollars, and 
their traveling expenses. 

3. Each child of a traveling preacher shall 
be allowed sixteen dollars annually, to the 
age of seven years, and twenty-four dollars 
annually from the age of seven to fourteen 
years ; and those preachers whose wives are 
dead shall be allowed iot eu.ck^VjM^xwuiallf 



Ch.iii,§2. TO ministers. 183 

a sum sufficient to pay the board of such child 
or children during the above term of years: 
Nevertheless, this rule shall not apply to the 
children of preachers whose families are pi:o- 
vided for by other means in their circuits 
respectively. 

4. The annual allowance of the widows of 
traveling, superannuated, worn-out, and super- 
numerary preachers, and the bishops, shall be 
one hundred dollars. 

6. The orphans of traveling, supernume- 
rary, superannuated, and worn-out preachers, 
and the bishops, shall be allowed by the an- 
nual conferences the same sums respectively 
which are allowed to the children of living 
preachers. And on the death of a preacher 
leaving a child or children without so much 
of worldly goods as should be necessary to 
his, her, or their support, the annual confer- 
ence of which he was a member shall raise, in 
such manner as may be deemed best, a yearly 
sum for the subsistence and education of such 
-orphan child or children, until he, she, or they, 
shall have arrived at fourteen years of age. 
The amount of which yearly sum shall be 
fixed by a committee of the conference at 
each session in advance. 

6. It shall be the duty of a committee appoint- 
ed by the quarterly conference, who shall be 
members of our Church, lo xxi^k^ ^\i ^^^^\xsivj^a 
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of the amount necessary to furnish fuel and 
table expenses for the family or families of 
preachers stationed with them, which estimate 
shall be subject to the action of the quarterly 
meeting conference ; and the stewards shall 
provide, by such means as they may devise, 
to meet such expenses, in money or other-^ 
wise : provided the stewat^ shall not appro- 
priate the moneys (Collected for the regular 
quarterly allowance of the preachers to the 
payment of family expenses. 

QmsL How shall the presiding elders be 
supported ? 

Answ. 1. If there be a surplus of the public 
money in one or more circuits in his district^ 
he shall receive such surplus ; provided he do 
hot receive more than his annual allowance. 
In case of a deficiency in his allowance, after 
such surplus is paid him, or if there be no 
surplus, he shall share with the preachers of 
his district in proportion with what they have 
respectively received, so that he receives no 
more than the amount of his allowance upon 
the whole: he shall be accountable to the 
annual conference for what he receives as his 
allowance. 

2. There shall be a meeting in every dis- 
trict, of one steward from each station and 
circuit, to be selected from among the stew- 
urds by the quatteiVy tw^^\w^ ^^Xifetewe^ 
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hose duty it shall be, by and with the ad- 
ice of the presiding elder, (who shall preside 
I such meeting,) to take into consideration 
te general state of the district in regard to 
•mporalities, and to famish a house, fuel, and 
ble expenses, for the presiding elder, and to 
^portion his entire claim among the different 
rcuits and stations in the district according 
» their several ability. ' 

3. The more effectually to raise the amount 
Bcessary to meet the above-mentioned allow- 
Qces, let there be made w^eekly class collec- 
ons in all our societies where it is practicable : 
tid also for the support of iiiissions and mis- 
onary schools under our care. 

If the above allowances are not raised 
5 provided for, the Church shall not be ac- 
)untable for the deficiency, as in a case of 
5bt. 



SECTION III. 
Local Preachers to have an Allowance in certain Cases. 

1. Whenever a local preacher fills the place 
a traveling preacher by the approbation of 
te presiding elder, he shall be paid for his 
aie a sum proportional to the allowance of a 
aveling preacher ; which sum shall be paid 
f the circuit at the next quarterly meetings 
the traveling preacher Y?Vio^e \j\^^^ V^ 
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filled up were either sick or necessarily al^ 
sent : or, in other cases, out of the allowance 
of the traveling preacher. 

2. If a local preacher be distressed in his 
temporal circumstances, on account of his se^ 
vice in the circuit, he may apply to the quar- 
terly meeting conference, who may give him 
what relief they judge proper, after the allow- 
ance of the traveling preachers and of their 
wives, and all other regular allowances, are 
discharged. 

SECTION IV. 

Oftk$ Qualifications i Appointment^ and Duty, of the SUvt* 

ards of Circuits end Stations, 

Quest 1. What are the qualifications ne- 
cessary for stewards ? 

Answ. liet them be men of solid piety, 
who both know and love the Methodist doc- 
trine and discipline, and of good natural and 
acquired abilities to transact the temporal 
business. 

Quest. 2. How are the stewards to be ap- 
pointed ? 

Answ. The preacher having the charge of 
the circuit shall have the right of nomination ; 
but the quarterly meeting conference shall 
confirm or reject such nomination. 

Qtcest 3. What are the duties of stewards t 

Answ. To take aw eiiacX ac.c,'^M\L\. ^€ all the 



I 
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money or other provision collected for the, 
support of preachers in the circuit ; to make 
an accurate return of every expenditure of 
money, whether to the preachers, the sick, or 
the poor; to seek the needy and distressed 
in order to relieve and comfort them ; to in- 
form the preachers of any sick or disorderly 
persons ; to tell the preachers what they think 
wrong in them ; to attend the quarterly meet- 
ings of their circuit ; to give advice, if asked, 
in planning the circuit ; to attend committees 
for the application of money to churches ; to 
give counsel in matters of arbitration; pro- 
vide elements for the Lord's supper ; to write 
circular letters to the societies in the circuit to 
be more liberal if need be ; as also to let 
them know, when occasion requires, the state 
of the temporal concerns at the last quarterly 
Daeeting ; to register the marriages and bap- 
tisms, and to be subject to the bishops, the 
presiding elder of their district, and the elder, 
deacon, and traveling preachers of* their 
circuit. 

Quest 4. To' whom are the stewards ac- 
countable for the faithful performance of 
their duties ? 

Answ. To the quarterly meeting confer- 
ence of the circuit or station, which shali 
have power to dismiss or change them at 
pleasure. 
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« 

Quest, 6. What number of stewards are 
necessary in each circuit ? 

AnsTV. Not less than three, or more than 
sieven, one of whom shall be the recording 
steward. 

SECTION V. 

Of raising Annual Supplies fir the Propagation of ik 
Gospel J making up the Allowmce of the Preachers t 4^- 

1. Every preacher who has the charge of 
a circuit shall earnestly recommend to etery 
class or society in his circuit to raise a quar- 
terly or annual collection by voluntary contri- 
bution, or in such other way or manner as 
they may judge most expedient from time to 
time; and the moneys so collected shall be 
lodged with the steward or stewards of the 
circuit, to be brought or sent to the annttid 
conference, with a regular account of the sums 
raised for this purpose in the classes or soci- 
eties respectively. 

2. Wherever there remains in the hands M 
the stewards a surplus of the moneys raised 
for the use of the circuit preachers, after pay- 
ing the allowances of the preachers in th« 
circuit, let such surplus be brought or sent tc 
the annual conference. 

3. Every preacher who has the charge oi 
a circuit shall make a yearly collection, and, 

if expedient, a qu^ileiV^ oxve,\w ^nw^ ^^ougre- 
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gallon where there is a probability that the 
people will be willing to contribute ; and the 
money so collected shall be lodged in the 
hands of the steward or stewards, and brought 
or sent to the ensuing annual conference. To 
this end, he may read and enlarge upon the 
following hints : — 

" How shall we send laborers into those 
parts where they are most of all wanted ? 
Many are willing to hear, but not to bear the 
expense. Nor can it as yet be expected of 
them. Stay till the word of God has touched 
their hearts, and then they will gladly provide 
for them that preach it. Does it not lie upon 
us, in the mean time, to supply their lack of 
service 1 To raise money out of which, from 
time to time, that expense may be defrayed? 
By this means, those who willingly offer 
themselves may travel through every part, 
whether there be societies or not, and stay 
wherever there is a call, without being bur- 
densome to any. Thus may the gospel, in 
the life and power thereof, be spread from 
sea to sea. Which of you will not rejoice to 
throw in your mite to promote this glorious 
work? 

** Besides this, in carrying on so large a 
work through the continent, there are calls for 
money in various ways, and we must fre- 
quenily he at a consideTa\Ae ex^^w^^^ ox ^^ 
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work must be at a full stop. Many, too, are 
the occasional distresses of our preachers, or 
their families, which require an immediate 
supplj, otherwise their hands would hang 
down, if they were not constrained to depart 
from the work. 

** The money contributed will be brought to 
the ensuing conference. 

" Men and brethren, help ! Was there ever 
a call like this since you first heard the gos- 
pel sound ? Help to relieve your companions 
in the kingdom of Jesus, who are pressed 
above measure. Bear ye one another's bur- 
dens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. Help to 
send forth able and willing laborers into your 
Lord's harvest: so shall ye be assistants in 
saving souls from death, and hiding a multi- 
tude of sins. Help to propagate the gospel 
of your salvation to the remotest corners of the 
earth, till the knowledg-e of our Lord shall 
cover the land as the waters cover the sea. 
So shall it appear to ourselves and all men, 
that we are indeed one body, united by one 
spirit ; so shall the baptized heathens be yet 
again constrained to say, * See how these 
Christians love one another !' " 

4. A public collection shall be made at every 
annual and every General Conference, for the 
above purposes. 
5. Let the aniivia\ "^xcAvift^ ^l ^^ Ocas^«t 
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fund, as divided among the several conferences, 
be applied with the above contributions : but 
so as not to militate against the rules of the 
charter fund; and also the annual dividend 
arising from the profits of the Book Concern. 
Out of the mbneys so collected, and brought 
to the respective annual conferences, let the 
various allowances agreed upon in the fourth 
section be made up ; but in no case shall an 
allowance be made to any traveling preacher 
who has traveled in any circuit where he 
might, in the judgment of the annual confer- 
ence, have obtained his full quarterage, if he 
had applied for it ; and if at any conference 
there remain a. surplus after making up all 
I such allowances, the conference shall send 
I such surplus forward to that conference they 
L judge to be the most necessitous. 

6. Every annual conference has full liberty 
to adopt and recommend such plans and rules 
as to them may appear necessary the more ef- 
fectually to raise supplies for the respective 
allowances. Each annual conference is au- 
thorized to raise ajfund, if they judge it proper, 
subject to its own control, and under such re- 
f gulations as their wisdom may direct, for the 
relief of the distressed traveling, superan- 
nuated, and supernumerary preachers, their 
wives, widows, and children, as also for mis- 
sionary purposes. 
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7. It shall be the duty of each annual con- 
ference to take measures, from year to year, 
to raise moneys in every circuit and station 
within its bounds, for the relief of its neces- 
sitous superannuated and supernumerary mi- 
nisters, widows, and orphans. And the con- 
ference shall annually appoint a committee to 
estimate the several sums necessary to be al- 
lowed for the extra expenses of such neces- 
sitous claimants, who shall be paid in propor- 
tion to the estimates made and the moneys in 
hand. 

8. To defray the expenses of the delegates 
composing the General Conference, a collec- 
tion shall be taken up in each circuit and sta- 
tion some time previously to the sitting of the 
conference, and the sums so collected shall be 
brought up to the General Conference, and 
applied to the object herein contemplated in 
prop.ortion to the expenses of the several dele- 
gates, 

SECTION VI. 

Of Building and Renting Houses for the Use of the Traveling 

Preachers, 

Quest What advice or direction shall be 

given concerning the building or renting of 

dwelling-houses for the use of the married 

traveling preachers ? 

Amrv. L It is recommeivd^d b^ t\ve General 
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, Conference to the traveling preachers, to ad-^ 
vise our friends in general to purchase a lot of 
ground in each circuit, and to build a preacher's 
house thereon, and to furnish it with, at leastj 
heavy furniture, and to settle the same on 
trustees appointed by the quarterly meeting 
conference, according to the deed of settlement 
published in our form of Discipline. 

2. The General Conference recommend to 
all the circuits, in cases where they are not 
able to comply with the above request, to rent 
a house for the married preacher and his fami- 
ly, (when such are stationed upon their circuits 
respectively,) and that the annual conferences 
do assist to make up the rents of such houses 
as far as they can, when the circuit cannot 
do it. 

The stewards of each circuit and station 
shall he a standing committee^ (where no 
trustees are constituted for that purpose,) to 
provide houses for the families of our married 
preachers, or to assist the preachers to obtain 
houses for themselves, when they are appoint- 
ed to labor among them. 

3. It shall be the duty of the presiding el- 
ders and preachers to use their influence to 
carry the above rules respecting building and 
renting houses for the accommodation of 
preachers and their families into effect. In 
order to this, each quarterly mee\AX\^ ^orc&fe^^ 

13 
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ence shall appoint a committee, (unless other 
measures have been adopted,) who, with the 
advice and aid of the preachers and presiding 
elders, shall devise such means as may seem 
fit to. raise moneys for that purpose. And it 
is recommended to the annual conferences to 
make a special inquiry of their members re- 
specting this part of their duty. 

4. Those preachers who refuse to occupy 
, the houses which may be provided for them 
on the stations and circuits where they are 
from time to time appointed, shall be allowed 
nothing for house rent, nor receive anything 
more than quarterage for themselves, their 
wiv«s, and children, and their traveling ex- 
penses. Nevertheless, this rule shall not ap- 
ply to those preachers whose families are ei- 
ther established within the bounds of their cir- 
cuits, or are so situated that in the judgment 
of the stewards, or the above-mentioned com- 
mittee, it is not necessary, for the benefit of 
the circuit, ta remove them. 



CHAPTER IV. 
THE SUPPORT OF MISSIONS; 

It shall be the duty of each annual confer- 
ence, where missions have been or are to be 
established, to appoint a standing committee^ 
to be denommaled \\i^ mmvsii ^croieGcittee^ 
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(which shall keep a record of its doings, and 
report the same to its conference,) whose duty 
it shall be, in conjunction with the president 
of the conference, to make an estimate of the 
amount necessary for the support of each mis- 
sion and mission school, in addition to the re- 
gular allowance of the Discipline to preachers 
and their families from year to year : for which 
amount the president of the conference for the 
time being shall draw on the treasurer of the 
society in quarterly installments, 

2. Whenever a foreign mission is to be es- 
tablished, either among the aborigines of our 
country or elsewhere, it shall be the duty of 
the bishop making such appointment imme- 
diately to notify the treasurer of the Mission- 
ary Society, of the place, the number of mis- 
sionaries to be employed, together with the 
probable amount necessary for the support of 
any such mission, which information shall be 
laid before the managers of the society • and 
they shall make an appropriation according 
to their judgment, from year to year, of the 
amount called for to sustain and prosecute the 
mission or missions designated ; for which 
amount fhe missionary, or the superintendent 
of the mission or missions, shall have autho- 
rity to draw on the treasurer of the society in 
quarterly or half-yearly installments. 

3. It is recommended tVv^l \\\\)cv\xv\X\^\^^nx^x^ 
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of each annual conference there be established 
a conference missionary society, auxiliary to ^ 
the Missionary Society of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, with branches, under such regu- 
lations as the conferences respectively shall 
prescribe. Each conference missionary socie- 
ty shall annually transmit to the corresponding 
secretary of the parent society a copy of its 
annual report, embracing the operations of its 
branches, and shall also notify the treasurer 
of the amount collected in aid of the missionary 
cause, which amount shall be subject to the 
order of the treasurer of the parent society. 

4. Any annual conference may, at its option, 
by a vote of two -thirds of its members, assume 
the responsibility of supporting such missions 
already established, or to be estabhshed, within 
its own limits, as have hitherto been reported 
under the head of " Missions in the Destitute 
Portions of the Regular Work ;" and for this 
purpose, it shall be at liberty to organize a 
Conference Domestic Society with branches; 
provided such organizations shall not interfere 
with the collections for the Missionary Society 
of the M. E. Church, as required by the .Dis- 
cipline. Provided also, that in c£Lse more 
funds shall be raised for such missions than 
are needed, the surplus shall be paid over to 
the treasurer of the parent society of the M. E. 
Churchy at New-'Yoxk, \.x> \i^ ^^S^cs^^^ted to 
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such mission or missions, under the care of 
the society, as may be designated by said 
conference. It shall be the duty of every 
such Conference Domestic Society to send, 
annually, to the corresponding secretary at 
New- York, a full and detailed account of the 
number, names, condition, and prospects, of 
each mission under its care; and to the 
treasurer of the parent society at New- York, 
an account of its receipts, incidental expenses, 
and disbursements. 

5. It shall be the duty of each annual con- 
ference to appoint some month within the con- 
ference year, in which missionary collections 
shall be taken up within their respective 
bounds, and also to make such arrangements 
concerning branch societies as may be deemed 
expedient. 

6. It shall be the duty of the presiding 
elders to bring the subject of our missions 
before the quarterly meeting conference of 
each circuit and station within their districts, 
as early in the conference year as may be 
practicable, and the quarterly meeting confer- 
ence shall proceed to appoint a committee of 
not less than five^ nor more than mne, all of 
whom shall be members of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, to be called the cotnmittee on 
missions, whose duty it shall be to aid the 
presiding elder ^nd preacVvei vcv ^'!2vx'^^> "v:^ 
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raising missionary societies, taking up collec- 
tions, and in any other way which the quar- 
terly meeting conference may judge necessary 
for the purpose of raising missionary funds; 
, such as having sermons preached, or lectures 
delivered, on the subject of missions, and the 
establishing of missionary prayer meetings, 
for the promotion of the cause. 

7. It shall be the duty of the preachers in 
charge of circuits and stations to organize 
one or more missionary societies in their re- 
spective charges, if it should be practicable ; 
to bear any name which the societies may 
choose ; provided always that these societies 
shall be auxiliary to the missionary society of 
the annual conference to which such charofes 
may belong, and shall be governed by such 
rules and regulations as the annual conference 
may prescribe. It shall also be their duty to, 
take up, or cause to be taken up^ a missionary 
collection in each and every congregation 
within the^ir respective charges, at such time 
as may be fixed on by the annual conference. 
It shall be their duty, further, to appoint in 
every class within their charges a missionary 
collector, who shall keep a book, in which 
shall be enrolled the names of all the mem- 
bers of th^ class, and shall collect from each 
member who may feel disposed so to contri- 
bute, at the rate of oxve ceivX. ^^\ ^^.^^ w ^&^ 
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cents per year, and shall pay over the sums so 
collected to the preracher in charge, at or be- 
fore the last quarterly meeting in the conference 
year; and the preacher in charge shall transmit 
the same to the annual conference, together 
with such sums as may have been collected 
by him from the congregations, as well as all 
sums received from branch societies, or other- 
wise, all of which shall be reported in writing. 

8. It shall be the duty of the quarterly 
meeting conference, from time to time, to fill 
up vacancies which may occur in the mission- 
ary committee, which committee shall have 
the right to a seat in the quarterly meeting 
conference, during its action on the subject of 
missions, but at no other time. 

9. In order to keep up such missionary so- 
cieties as may be established, it shall be the 
duty of the missionary committee to use their 
best eflforts to hold at least once a year a meet- 
ing of the missionary society within the charge 
to which they may belong; in doing which 
they shall have the aid of the preacher in 
charge, and also of the quarterly meeting con- 
ference, if need be. 

10. It will be expected that in the examina- 
tion in the annual conference a reference will 
be had to the faithful performance of the duty 
of preachers on this subject, in the passage of 
character. 
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11. The treasurer of the parent society, 
under the direction of the board of managers, 
shall give information to the bishops annu- 
ally, or oftener, if the board judge it expe- 
dient, of the state of the ftinds, and the sums 
which may be drawn by them for the mis- 
sionary purposes contemplated by the consti- 
tution. Agreeably to which information the 
bishops shall have authority to draw upon 
the treasurer for any sum within the amount 
designated, which the missionary committee 
of the annual conferences respectively shall 
judge necessary for the support of the mission- 
aries and of the mission schools under their 
care. Provided always, that the sums so al- 
lowed for the support of a missionary shall 
not exceed the usual allowance of other itine- 
rant preachers. The bishops shall always 
promptly notify the treasurer of all drafts 
made by them, and shall require regular quar- 
terly communications to be made by each of 
the missionaries to the corresponding secretary 
of the parent society, giving information of the 
state and prospects of the several missions in 
which they are employed. No one shall be 
acknowledged a missionary, or receive sup- 
port out of the funds of the society, who has 
not some definite field assigned to him, or 
who could not be an effective laborer on a, 

circwt 
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12. In all cases of the appointment of a 
missionary, the name of such missiotiary and 
the district in which he is to labor, together 
with the probable expenses of the mission, 
shall be communicated by the bishop or the 
mission committee of each annual conference 
to the treasurer of the parent society, that a 
proper record of the same may be preserved. 

13. In all places where drafts are drawn in 
favor of any mission, if there be funds in the 
possession of any auxiliary conference mis- 
sionary society, where such mission is esta- 
blished, the drafts for the support of the mis- 
sion shall be paid from said funds : if there 
be no auxiliary society, and there be money 
belonging to the Book Concern, the book 
cjommittee or presiding elders, or preachers, 
shall pay the missionary drafts from the book 
money which may be in their possession; 
which drafts, when paid, shall be transmitted 
to the treasurer at New- York ; and in no case, 
where any such moneys are at command, shall 
ihe drafts be sent to the treasurer in New- 
York to be paid. 

14. The corresponding secretary shall be 
I member of such annual conference as he 
3iay, with the approbation of the bishops^ 
select. 

15. For the purpose of more effectually 
idministering the financial cowe.^i\^^ ^i "C^^j^fb 
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Indian Mission Conference, as also promoting 
its spiritual welfare, there shall be a superin- 
tendent appointed by the bishop, who shall be 
a member of said conference, and reside with- 
in its bounds, to be continued in ofl&ce for any 
time not exceeding four years. It shall be his 
duty to overlook all the accounts of the mis- 
sionaries and the superintendents of schools, 
to attend to all the interests of our missions 
and schools within the bounds of said confer- 
ence, as those interests may be connected with 
the government of the United States, and with 
the Indian school fund. 

He may visit Washington city once a year, 
or oftener, if it be deemed necessary ; and also, 
as far as his time and circumstances will per- 
mit, and it may be judged necessary for the 
interests of the mission, visit the interior of 
the Indian country with a view to the exten- 
sion of the work within his bounds. His salary 
shall not exceed the ordinary allowance of 
other itinerant preachers ; and his table and 
other expenses shall be estimated by the mis- 
sion committee of the conference, for which 
amount he shall 'have authority to draw on 
the treasurer of the Missionary Society in 
quarterly installments. 

16. It shall be the duty of the bishops to 
instruct all our foreign missionaries, that 
whenever they come m e,oTiV.'^^\. ^\^ ^u^ of 
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;he missionaries belonging to the Wesley an 
VIethodist Conference, they shall not interfere 
n their respective charges any further than to 
lelp them in their work when requested ; but 
ihall, on all occasions, cultivate a spirit of 
iiendship and brotherly affection, as brethren 
engaged in the same common cause, namely, 
;he salvation of the world, by grace through 
Bith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

17. It shall be the duty of all our mission- 
iries, except those who are appointed to labor 
'or the benefit of the slaves, to form their 
circuits into auxiliary misisionary societies, and 
-o make regular quarterly and class collections 
wherever practicable, and report the amount 
collected every three months, either by in- 
lorsing it on their drafts, or by transmitting 
;he money to the treasurer of the parent 
society. 



CHAPTER V. 

OF THE CHARTERED FUND. 

Quest. What further provision shall be made 
br the distressed traveling preachers, for the 
amilies of traveling preachers, and for the 
mperannuated and worn-out preachers, and 
he widows and orphans oi pie^dtieT^^ 
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Answ. There shall be a chartered fund, tb 
be supported by the voluntary contributions 
of our friends ; the principal stock of which 
shall be funded under the direction of trus- 
tees, chosen by the General Conference, and 
the interest applied under the direction of the 
General Conference, according to the follow- 
ing regulations, namely :-— 

1. The elders, and those who have the over- 
sight of circuits, shall be collectors and receiv- 
ers of subscriptions, &c., for this fund. 

2. The money shall, if possible, be conveyed 
by bills of exchange, or otherwise, through the 
means of the post, to the general book agents, 
who shall pay it to the trustees of the fund : 
otherwise it shall be brought to the ensuing 
annual conference. 

3. The interest shall be divided into thirity- 
nine parts, and each of the annual conferences 
shall have authority to draw one thirty-ninth 
part out of the fund ; and if in one or more 
conferences a part less than one thirty-ninth 
be drawn out of the fund in any given year, 
then in such case or cases, the other annual 
conferences, held in the same year, shall have 
authority, if they judge it necessary, to draw- 
out of the fund such surplus of the interest 
which has not been applied by the former 
conferences : and the bishops shall bring the 

necessary inform^^lioiv oi \!cvft ^\ax^ ^l >&:w^ W 
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terest of the fund, respecting the year in 
question, from conference to conference. 

4. All drafts on the charter fund shall be 
made on the president of the said fund, by 
order of the annual conference, signed by the 
president, and countersigned by the secretary 
of the said conference. 

5. The money subscribed for the chartered 
fund may be lodged on proper securities, in 
the states respectively in which it has been 
subscribed, under the direction of deputies 
living in such states respectively; 'provided^ 
such securities and such deputies be proposed 
as shaU be approved of by the trustees in 
Philadelphia; and the stock in which it is 
proposed to lodge the money be sufficiently 
productive to give satisfaction to the trustees; 



CHAPTER VI. 

l>RiNTING AND CIRCULATING OF BOOKS. 

L The principal establishment of the Book 
Concern shall be in the city of New- York ; and 
there shall be such other establishments as 
the General Conference may deem expedient. 
2. There shall be an editor of the Method- 
ist Quarterly Review and general booksy 
and an editor for the CVimlvaiv k^N^^^^ -s^^.^ 
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Journal, who, if chosen from among the tta- 
veling preachers, shall be members of such 
conferences as they may, with the approbation 
of the bishops, select. There shall be an 
editor at New- York of Sunday-school books 
and tracts, whose duty it shall be, in connec- 
tion with the book agents, to superintend all 
such publications issued at our Book Room, 
and to have charge of the Sunday-School 
Advocate or other Sunday-school periodicals, 
and he shall be subject to the same regula- 
tions and restrictions which govern the other 
editors in New- York. 

3. There shall be an agent and an assistant 
agent, both of whom shall be chosen from 
among the traveling preachers, and shall be 
members of such conferences as they may, 
w-ith the approbation of the bishops, select. 

4. The agents shall have authority to regu- 
late the pubUcations and all other parts of the 
business of the Concern, except what belongs 
to the editorial departments, as the state of 
the finances will admit, and the demands may 
require. It shall be their duty to send an ex- 
hibit of the state of the Book Concern at New- 
York to each session of the annual conferences, 
and report quadrennially to the General Con- 
ference. They shall also inform the confer- 
ences of any within their respective bounds 
who neglect to mate i^^^tckfexvX, ^^\. \£^i^%\u;ea 
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taay be taken to collect or secure such debts ; 
and they shall not allow any claim to run be- 
yond one year from the time it was due with- 
out reporting it to the conference. They shall 
publish such books and tracts as are recom- 
mended by the General Conference, and may, 
if approved by the editors, publish such as are 
recommended by the book committee at New- 
York, or recommended by an annual confer- 
ence ; and they may reprint any book or tract 
which has been once approved and published 
by us, when in their judgment, and in the 
judgment of the editors, the same ought to be 
reprinted : or they may publish any new work 
which may be approved by the editors. 

5. The book committee at New- York shall 
consist of seven traveling ministers, to be 
chosen by the General Conference. During 
the intervals of the General Conference, they 
shall have jiower to fill any vacancy that may 
occur in their own body. It shall be the duty 
of the book committee to examine into the 
condition of the Book Concern, to inspect the 
accounts of the agents, and make a report 
thereof yearly to all the annual conferences, 
and to the General Conference. They shall 
also attend to such matters as ihay be referred 
to them by the editors or agents for their action 
or counsel. And they shall have power to 
suspend an editor or ag^tv\. iioTJV \v\^ q^^>:^ 
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relation as such, if they judge it necessary foi 
the interests of the Church and the Concern, 
And a time shall be fixed, at as early a day as 
^ practicable, for the investigation of the official 
conduct of the said editor or agent, at which 
two or more of the bishops shall be requested 
to attend ; and by the concurrence of the 
bishops present, and of the majority of the 
committee, he may be removed from office in 
the interval of the General Conference. And 
in case a vacancy occurs in any of the agen- 
cies or editorial departments authorized by 
the General Conference, it shall be the duty 
of the book committee, and two or more of 
the general superintendents, as soon as prac- 
ticable, to provide for such vacancy until the 
next General Conferencev 

6. There shall be an agent and an assistant 
agent to conduct the Book Concern in Cincin- 
nati, to be chosen from among the traveling 
preachers, who shall manage the business in 
the western country so as to co-operate with 
the agents at New- York, and shall be mem- 
bers of such conferences as they may, with 
the approbation of the bishops, select. 

(1) They shall have authority to publish 
any book or trJict which has been, previously 
published by the agents at New- York*, when 
in their judgment, and in the judgment of the 
book committee, the demand for such publica- 
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tfion will justify, and the interests of the 
"Church require it. Provided they shall not 
reprint our large works, such as the com- 
mentaries, quarto Bible, Wesley's and Fletch- 
er's Works, or any other work containing more 
than seven hundred pages. And the agents at 
New- York shall fill the orders for the agents 
^t Cincinnati for the plates ^f such books or 
tracts ; and when iS^e agents at New- York are 
:about to issue any new w-ork of less than 
/Seven hundred pages, they shall, when prac- 
ticable, give notice to the agents at Cincinnati, 
jand furnish, if ordered by them, duplicate 
plates, which, with the ab^ve, shall be at cost. 

(2) They shall publish such books and 
tracts as are reconrniendedito them for publicar 
tion by the General Conference ; and they may 
ipublish any new work which shall be approved 
by the editors; and may publish any work re- 
commended by tlie book committee at Cincin- 
jnati, or by an annual ^conference, if approved 
"by the editors. 

(3) Printed sheets ordered by the agents 
from New-York ^hall be sent at fifty per cent^ 
and bound 'books of the General Catalogue at 
forty perceirt., difscount from the retail priced; 
and those ordered from Cincinnati to New- 
York to be sent on the same terms, the agency 
rsending the books to be charged with the .^gr 
^nse of transportation. 
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(4) It shall be the duty of the agents ta 
send an exhibit of the state of the Book Con" 
cern at Cincinnati to each session of all the 
annual conferences, and report quadrennially 
to the General Conference. They shall also 
inform the conferences of any within their re- 
spective bounds who neglect to make payment, 
that measures may be taken to collect or secure 
such debts ; and they shall not allow any claim 
to run beyond one year from the time it was 
due without reporting it to the conference. 

(5) The book committee of this department 
of the Book Concern shall consist of seven 
traveling ministers, to be chosen by the (gene- 
ral Conference, whose powers and duties in 
reference to this establishment shall be the 
same as those of the book committee at New- 
York in relation to the Concern there. 

(6) The agents of this establishment shall 
remit to the agents at New- York during the- 
current year as largely and frequently as their 
funds will allow, and to the full amount of stock 
furnished, if practicable. They shall also re- 
mit any surplus funds that may be in their 
hands after defraying the expense of conduct- 
ing their business, which shall be added to the 
profits of the Concern at New- York, and ap- 
propriated to the same purposes. 

(7) There shall be an editor of the Ladies' 
Repository, general books and tracts, except 
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those in the German language, and an editor 
of the Western Christian Advocate, who, if 
chosen from among the traveling preachers, 
shall be members of such conferences as they 
may, with the approbation of the bishops^ 
select. 

(8) There shall be an editor in the German 
department, who shall have charge of the 
Christian Apologist, and perform all the edi- 
torial duties necessary in the printing of such 
books and tracts as may be recommended to 
the agents as above, for publication in the 
German language. 

7. Every annual conference shall appoint 
a committee, who, in the absence of the agent, 
shall attend to the collection of the accounts 
sent out from the Book Concern, and return 
an accurate report of the same. They shall 
also report to the conference any claims which 
may have been one year due, that they may 
be collected or secured. Every presiding elder^ 
minister, and preacher, shall do everything in 
his power to recover all debts due to the Con- 
cern, for books or periodicals, within the bounds . 
of his charge. If any person, preacher or mem- 
ber, be indebted to the Book Concern, and refuse 
or neglect to make payment, or to come to a just 
settlement, let him be dealt with in the same 
manner as is directed in other cases of debt and 
disputed accounts. See part i, ch. iv, sec. 11* 
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8. Whenever a member of an annual con- 
ference applies for a location, it shall be asked 
in all cases, Is. he indebted to the Book Con- 
cern? and if it be ascertained that he is, the 
conference shall require him to secure said debt, 
if they judge it at all necessary ot proper, be- 
fore they grant him a location. Whenever 
any claimant on the funds of a conference 
shall be in debt to the Book Concern, the con- 
ference of which he is a member shall have 
power to appropriate the amount of such claim, 
or any part thereof, to the payment of said debt 

9. In addition to the Christian Advocate and 
Journal, and the Western Christian Advocate, 
there shall be similar papers established in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and Aoburn, New- 
York. And the annual conference within whose 
bounds such paper shall be established, shall 
appoint from their own members a publishing 
committee, consisting of three, whose duties 
shall be similar to those of the book committees 
of New- York and Cincinnati, so feras they may 
be applicable to those establishments. But in 
the case of the Northern Christian Advocatei 
the publishing committee shall be appointed by 
the Oneida, Genesee, East Genesee, and Black 
River Conferences, and shall consist of two 
members from each of these conferences, to be 
chosen annually. 

10. The editots of t\^e p^pew ^\. li?'\\Xsi\rax^k 
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and Auburn shall be elected by the General 
Conference. And in case of vacancy by 
death, resignation, or otherwise, in either of 
these establishments^ the annual conference 
where it is located shall have authority to fill 
such vacancy as above provided. 

11. The publishing committee in each of 
these establishments shall keep an account of 
the receipts and expenditures for the paper, 
correspond with the agents at New- York, hold 
all moneys, after defraying current expenses^ 
subject to their order, and shall report annually 
on the state of the establishment to their con- 
ference, and to the agents at New- York. And 
whenever it shall be found that such papers do- 
not fully support themselves, it shall be th^r 
duty of the annual conferences within whose- 
bounds they are established to discontinue them,^ 
and report to the agents at New- York the state 
of the accounts on the final settlement of^the 
business ; and if there be any loss, the said 
agents shall take the earliest opportunity to^ 
discharge the debt. 

12. The annual conferences are affectionate- 
ly and earnestly requested not to establish any 
more conference papers ; and where such pa- 
pers exist, they may be discontinued when it 
can be done consistently with existing obliga- 
tions. 

13. There shall be a depository of our book» 



I 
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at Charleston, S. C, at Pittsburgh, Pa., and at 
Boston, Mass., furnished by the agents at New- 
York with full supplies of the books of our 
General Catalogue, Sunday-school books and 
tracts, to be sold for the Concern on the same 
terms as at New- York. Provided, that there 
shall not be more than twenty-fiye thousand 
dollars' worth of books at any one time at 
Charleston, nor more than fifteen thousand 
dollars' worth at Pittsburgh, nor more than ten 
thousand dollars' worth at Boston. 

14. The expenses incident to the transpor- 
tation, management, and sale of our books at 
these depositories, having been met out of the 
sales according to an arrangement with the 
agents at New- York, the nett proceeds i^all 
be forwarded to said agents as fast as possible. 

16. Full statements shall be made to the 
agents at New- York semi-annually, at dates 
fixed by them, of the amount of sales, and of 
expenses ; distinguishing cash sales from those 
on credit. And also, annual statements shall 
be made of the amount of stock. 

16. If it shall appear to the agents at New- 
York that the business at either of the deposi- 
tories is not well managed, or that remittances 
are not duly made, they shall give notice there- 
of to the committee or commissioners acting 
for the annual conference, or to the annual 
conference, who sh^\\ ixMae^YaJy^^ ^wt^cfc.tho 
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error complained of, or cause the affairs of the 
depository to be wound up. 

17. The salaries for the support of editors 
and agents in all our book and periodical es- 
tablishments shall be fixed by the General Con- 
ference, or by committees appointed by that 
body. 

18. No books shall hereafter be issued on 
commission, either from New- York, Cincin- 
nati, or any other depository or establishment 
under our direction. 

19. The profits arising from the Book Con- 
cern, after a sufficient capital to carry on the 
business ^s retained, shall be regularly applied 
to the support of the deficient traveling preach- 
ers and their families, the widows and orphans 
of preachers, &c. The book agents shall every 
year send forward to each annual conference 
an account of the dividend which the several 
annual conferences may draw that year : and 
each conference may draw for its proportionate 
part on any person who has book money in 
hands, and the drafts, with the receipt of the 
conference thereon, shall be sent to the book 
agents, and be placed to the credit of the per- 
son who paid the same. 

20. Any traveling preacher who may pub- 
lish any work or book of his own shall be re- 
«ponsible to his conferenc^e for any obnoxious 
matter or doctrine therein coxA^me^- 



r 

ijl. No editor, agent, or clerk,, emplojred » 
the Book Concern, or in any department be- 
longing to il, shall be allowed m any case to 
.publish or sell books as his own; private pro- 
perty. 



CHAPTER YII. 
pP SLAVERY. 

Quest. What shall be done for the extirpa-^ 
tion of the evil of slavery ? 

Answ. 1. We declare that we are as much 
as ever convinced of the great evil of slavery : 
therefore no slaveholder shall be eligible to 
any official station in our Church hereafter,, 
where the laws of the state in which he lives^ 
will admit of emancipation, and permit the 
liberated slave to enjoy freedom. 

2. When any traveling pyeacher becomes 
an owner of a slave or slaves, by any means,, 
le shall forfeit his ministerial character in 
our Church, unless he execute, if it be prac- 
ticable, a legal emancipation of such slaves, 
conformably to the laws of the state in which 
he lives. 

3. All our preachers shall prudently enforce 
upon our members the necessity of teaching 
their slaves to read Hhe word of God; and to 
allow them time to attend upon the public 
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worship of God on our regular days of divine- 
service. 

4. Our colored preachers and official mem- 
bers shall have all the privileges which are- 
usual to others in the district and quarterly 
conferences, where the usages of the country 
do not forbid it. And the presiding elder may 
hold for them a separate district conference,, 
where the number of colored local preacher* 
will justify it. 

5. The bishops may employ colored preach- 
ers to travel and preach, when their services; 
are judged necessary, provided that no one 
jhall be so emjdoyed without having beem 
recommended by a quarterly conference 
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Allowance to bishops, ISl, 182; to preachers, 182. 

American Bible Society, collections for, to be reported at conference, 

32 ; agents may be appointed for more than two years, 36. 
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Book Concern, appropriation of its produce, 30, 191, 215 ; to pay 
expenses of bishops, 182 ; its organization, &c., 205-208 ; agenH 
of, 206; at Cincinnati, 208->211 ; publications of, by whom ae- 
lected, 209 ; annual exhibit of, 207. 

jBorrowing, without a probability of paying, forbidden, 23. 

Boston, depository at, 214. 

Boundaries of the annual conferences, 9r62-169. 

Bribery at elections, 74. 

Building of churches, 170-172. 

burial of the dead, form in Discijiline to>be used invariably, 78 4 iform 
of service for, 158-161. 

Call to preach, signs of, 46. 

<>andidate8 for the ministry must^e recommended ;by quarter^ con. 

ferences, 35 ; must .pursue four year^ course of study, 38.; .may 

be admitted or rejected without wrong, 41, 47; ibr deacoifs or. 

ders, two years* probation, 49 ;• for eldef s, 43 ; examination of, 4Cu 
Catechisms, to be used as extensively as possible, 88. 
Celibacy of the clergy rejected, 18. 

Certificate to removing members, -59 ; to local preachers, 77. 
Charleston, depository at, 214. 

Chaplains to state prisons, military posts, and Qaval stations, 36. 
Chartered Fund, appropriation of its produce, 30, 190,931, 204; its 

organization, &c., 203. 
Children, insctruction of, 87^ catechisation, 88. 
Christian Advocate and Joumdl, 2012. 
Christ, person of, 9 ; >Tesurrection of, 3 ; presence of, in the ^uppei;, 

16, 17. 
Church, visible, 14 ; lites and ceremonies of, variable, 18. 
Churches, building oi, 170. 
Cincijinati, Book Concern at,:208. 
Circuits, may be united by bishops, 38.; supply for, during conies. 

ence, 63. 
Class, origin and objects of, 21.; coUectiona, 'SI, 57; weekly, 185. 
Class leaders, duty of, '21, 22, 74, 81 ; appointed by 'the preaches, 

56 ; to be examined 'by him quarterly, 81. 
Class meetings, rules for, 81 ; neglect of^ 82:; miasioaery collections 

iq, 198, 19t. 
Cleanliness recommended, 59. 
Coke, Dr., ordained by Mr. Wesley, 8. 

iCoUections, [see ClaaSy'] quarterly, 57, 188,; .Sunday ndhool, 67, 58; 
ftract, 57, 58 ; missionary, 58, 197, 198^ for church ;lHiildiog| 58^ 
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fifth collection, 188, 189 ; at annual and Greneral Conference, 189; 
for delegates, 192. 

Colleges, agents may be appointed for, 37 ; preachers stationed 
at, 37. 

Community of goods, not Scriptural, 19. 

Conferences, 27-55 ; deportment at, 27. 

Conference, General^ 27 ; ratio of delegation, 29 ; time of meetings 
28 ; bishops have power to summon, with advice of conferences, 
28 ; quorum at, 28 ; president of, 28, 29 ; powers of, 29 ; restrie- 
tion of, 29 ; expenses of delegates to, 192. 

Conference, annual, 31-33 ; members of, 31 ; times^and places of, 
how fixed, 31 ; order of business at, 31, 32 ; number of, 33 } re. 
cords of, 33 ; president of, 39, 40 ; to appoint mission committee, 
194, 195; conference missionary society recommended, 195, 196. 

Conference, quarterly, members of, 33, 40; president, of, 33 ; busi- 
ness of, 33, 34 ; secretary of, 40 ; to appoint house committee, 
193, 194 ; to appoint committee on missions, 197. 

Credentials to be delivered up on expulsion, &c., 97. 

Deacon, traveling, how constituted, 42 ; duties of, 42, 43 ; term of 
probation of^ 43, 49 ; ceasing to travel, 43 ; form of ordination, 
147 ; local deacon, 75, 76. 

Debts, not to»be contracted without probability of paying, 61, 63 ; 
procedure on complaint for nonpayment, 61, 62; of traveling 
preachers, 94; of local preachers, 100 ; to Book Concern, 211. 

Deed of setdement, 172. 

Delegates to General Conference, expenses of, 192. 

Depositories. [See Charleston, Boston, and Pittsburgh.] 

Districts, formed by bishops, 2^8. 

Domestic missionary society authorized in each conference, 196. 

Doctrines, false, procedure in case of preacher disseminating, 95 ; 
preacher to drive away, 141. 

Dress, 89. 

Drunkenness, forbidden, 22. 

thity, paramount to feeling, 24. 

East Genesee Conference, boundaries of, 164. 

Editor, general, term of service, 36, 205 ; of Christian Advocate and 
Journal, 36, 205; of Sunday-school books, &c., 36, 206 ; of 
Ladies' Repository, 210 ; of Western Christian Advocate, 9$i 
211 ; at Auburn, 36, 213; at I*ittsburgh, 36, 212; of Christian 
Apologist, 211. 

15 
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Education. [See Seminariea and CoUegea.] 

Elders, presiding. [See Presiding elderaJ] 

Elders, traveling, how constitutid, 41 ; duties of, 43 ; ceasing td 

travel, 42 ; form of ordination of, 134. 
Elections, treating at, 71. 
Episcopacy, form of government preferred by Mr. Wesley, 8 ; not to 

be done away 'by General Conference, 29. 
Erie Conference, boundaries of, 165. 
Estimating^ committees. [See Expenses.} 
Evil speaking, prohibited, 70, 73. 

Exclusion from the church to be announced at quarterly meeting, 27; 
Ezhorters, members of quarterly conference, 33; license of, 34, 62; 

may be employed to fill absence of preachers, 63. 
Expenses, table, of preachers, committee to estimate, 34, 184 ; of 

bishops, 182 ; of presiding elders, 185. 

-^ 
Faith, the condition of justification, 13 ; means of eatiog Christ's 

body, 17. 
False doctrine. [See Doctrine.] 

Family prayer, required of members, 25 ; of preachers, 53. 
Fast, quarterly, 62. 
Fasting enjoined, 25, 54. 
Foil connection, preachers received into, 48. 
Funds, special, conferences authorized to raise, 191. 

General Conference. [See Conference.] 

General Rules. [See Bules.] 

Genesee Conference, boundaries of, 165. 

German missionaries, 36. 

German publications, 211. 

German publishing fund, agents for, 37. 

Good works, the fruit and evidence of faith, 13. 

Government of United States, 19. 

Grace, means of. [See Means.] 

Holiness, causes for deficiency of, among preachers, 70. 
Holy Ghost, article of the, 10 ; calls to the ministry, 46. 
Home missions. [See Missions and Domestic] 
House, preacher's, to be furnished, 1931 

Illinois Conference, boundaries of, 167. 

Improper tempers, words, ot actions, in traveflng preachers, 94 ; in 
local preachers, 99. 
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Indian Mission Conference, ^02 ; superintendent of^ his dntie% 

salary, &c., ^^02. 
Indiana Conference, boundaries of^ 167. 
Infant baptism, form of administering, 103. 
Insolvencies, dishonest, 61 ; procedure in, 61. 
Instruction of children. [See Children.] 
Intoxicating liquors as beverage, buying, selling, using, 101. 
Iowa Conference, boundaries of, 167. 
Itinerancy, not to be done away by General Conference, $29. 

Justification by faith, 13. 

Law, moral, its obligation, 12. 

Law, questions of, to be decided by bishops, 37 ; application of left 

with the conferences, 37 ; decided by presiding elders at quar. 

terly conference, 41. 
Leaders, [see Class leaders,] meetings of, 6S. 
Liberal charity, a duty, 19. 
Liberia Mission Conference, 169. , 

Liquors, spirituous, their use forbidden, S2. 
Local -preachers, members of quarterly conference, 33 ; licensed 'by 

do., 34, 75 ; when accused, tried by do., 34, 75 ; examined for 

license, 35 ; to be paid when supplying circuits, 63, 85 ; directions 

concerning, 75 ; when eligible to orders, 75, 76 ; removal of, 77; 

trial of, 98 ; relief of .distressed, 186. 
Local deacons or elders, 34. 
Located preachers, where amenable, 77. 
Location of preachers against their consent, 95. 
Lord's Prayer, use in public worship, 78 ; in forms, 106, 113, 120. 
Lord's supper, (ardcle of religion,) 16 ; to be administered in both 

kinds, 17 ; duty of partaking, 54 ; form in Discipline to be use^ 

invariably, 78 ; general directions for, 113 i order of, 114. 
Love-feasts, tickets for, to be renewed quarterly, 56 ; to be held, 57 ; 

not to last above an hour and a half^ 59 ; how often strangeiB !• 

be admitted to, 82. 

Magistrates, not to be ill^oken of, 23. 

Maine Conference, boundaries of, 163. 

Marriage, preachers not to take steps toward, without advice, Mif 

with unawakened persons, 90 ; withont consent of parcntSi M| 

form of solemn^tion, 152. 
Mass, unscriptnral, 17, 118. 
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Matrimony, fonn of solemnization, 152. 

Means of grace, 25, 63, 77-86. 

Members, reception of, 26 ; to be received, tried, &c., by the {^reachc 
er, 57 ; numbers of, to be taken by preacher, 57 ; not to remove 
without certificate, 59 ; trial of, 100. 

Membership in society, conditions of, 22. 

}/len and women to sit apart in churches, 78. 

Michigan Conference, boundaries of, 167. 

Ministers, marriage of, 18 ; not to be ill-spoken of, 23 ; classes of, 
&c., 35-77. [See Candidates.] 

Missionaries, not limited to two years station, 36 ; may be ordained 
earlier, 49 ; support of, 200v 

Missionary secretary, 36, 201. 

Missionary societies to be organized in th^ circuits and stations, 198 ; 
in the annual conferences, 196 ; domestic, 196. 

Mission committee, to be appointed by each conference, 194 ; by 
each quarterly conference, 197. 

Missions, collections for, to be reported at conference, 32 ; by 
preachers, 58 ; special funds may be raised by each conference, 
191 ; general plan for support of, 194 ; conference missionary so- 
ciety recommended, 196 ; annual, to be taken up in each confer. 
«nce, 197. [See Domestic.] 

Missouri Conference, boundaries of, 168. 

Necessitous claimants, provision for, 192. 
New-England Conference, boundaries of, 163. 
New-Hampshire Conference, boundaries of, 163. 
New-Jersey Conference, boundaries of, 169. 
Ne.w-York Conference, boundaries of, 162, 
New- York East Conference, boundaries of, 163, 
Northern Christian Advocate, 212. 
North Indiana Conference, boundaries of, 167. 
North Ohio Conference, boundaries of, 166. 

Oaths, 30. 

Oblation of Christ, 17, 

Ohio Conference, boundaries of, 166. 

Old Testament, 10-12, 

Oneida Conference, boundaries of, 164. 

43rdinance8, forms ^of EHsciplino to be used invariably, 78 ; forms, 

103-123. 
i)rdination, [see Bishop^] forms of, 133^147 ; of bishc^s, 123 ; of 
^idcenBj 134 ; of deacons, 141 . 



ALPHABETICAL INDEX. 229 

Oregon and California Mission Conference, 169. 
Origin of Methodist Episcopal Church, 7, 
Original sin, 12. 
Orphans of preachers, &c., allowance of, 183. ' 

Parsonages, building of, recommended, 193 ; renting, 193 ; com- 
mittee of quarterly conference, 194 ; preachers refusing to occupy, 
194. 

Pastoral visiting. [See Visiting.] 

Periodicals, account of subscribers to be kept, 59. 

Perseverance, 14. 

Pews, sold or rented, discountenanced, 172. 

Philadelphia Conference, boundaries of, 168. 

Pittsburgh Christian Advocate, 212. 

Pittsburgh Conference, boundaries of, 165. 

Pittsburgh, depository at, 214. 

Prayer, duty of, 25, 53. 

Prayer meetings, to be appointed by preacher, 62 ; to supply lack 
of preaching, 63. 

Preachers* expenses, estimating committee. [See Expenses.] 

Preachers, to be admitted on trial, must be recommended by quarterly 
conference, 34, 47 ; appointments, fixed by bishops, 36 ; not to 
remain more than two years in one station, except in New-Orleans, 
36 ; nor more than four in same city, 37 ; reception of, from other 
denominations, 44 ; mode of receiving on trial, 47 ; into full con- 
nection, 48 ; absenting themselves from their circuit, 49 ; rules of 
conduct, 50 ; duty to God, themselves, and one another, 52, 
supernumerary, 74 ; superannuated, 74 ; trial of, 92 ; inefficient, 
95 ; allowance of, 182 ; houses for, 192 ; must occupy houses 
provided, 194 ; duty in regard to annual supplies, 189, to par^ 
sonages, 193, to missions, 198, 199, to Book Concern, 211; 
colored, 217. ^ 

Preacher in charge, duties of, 56 ; to children, 87, to supplies, 169* 
tb parsonages, 193, to missions, 198, 199. 

Preaching, best method of, 51, 63 ; morning preaching enjoined, 53 ; 
when to continue ur desist in a place, 64, 

Presiding elders, tenQ of service, 36, 39 ; how chosen, stationed, 
and changed, 39 ; duties of, 39 ; support of, 184 ; duties to mis- 
sionary cause, 197 ; to Book Concern, 211. 

Prisons, chaplains to. [See Chaplains.] 

Probation of six months before admission to memberahlQ^iiS* 

Probationers, nmahera of, to be taken Bei^BX%.U^7 Vf v^tA^^ocst^^^ 
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Providence Conference, boundaries of, 163. 
Purgatory, 14. 

Quarterly conference. [See Conference.} 

Quarterly meetings, presiding elder to be present at, 40 ; preacher 

in charge to hold, in absence of presiding elder, 57. 
Quarterly Review, 205. 

Representation, ratio of, to General Conference, 429. 

Rites and ceremonies may be changed, 18. 

Ritual, 103-161. 

Rock River Conference, boundaries of, 167. 

Rulers, civil, duty of Christians t^, 19. 

Rules, General, of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 20 ; not to ba 
revoked or changed by General Conference, 30 ; to be read by 
preacher, 60 ; restrictive, on the powers of General Conference, 
29 ; for a preacher*8 conduct, 50 ; for continuing or desiating to 
preach at any place, 64. 

Sabbath, observance of, enjoined, 22, 70. 

Sacraments, (article of religion,) 15 ; number of, 15 ; falsely sa 

called, 15 ; uses of, 16. [See Baptism and Lsrd^s Supper.] 
Scriptures, (article of religion,) 10; canon of, 11 ; study of, 54; to 

be read in public, 77, 78. 
Seamen, preachers to, 36. 
Seats in churches to be free, 170, 172. 
Self-denial enjoined, 55, 56. 

Seminaries, preachers appointed to, 36 ; agents for, B7. 
Sin, original, 12 ; after justification, 14. 
Singing, spirit and truth of, 79, 80. 
Slavery, 28, 216. 

Slaves, buying and selling of, forbidden jin General Rules, 23 
Smuggliqg forbidden, 23, 71. 
Spirituous liquors, buying, selling, or •drinking, 22, 23; uaifig as 

.beverage, 101. 
Stewards, to be met by preacher onoe a week, 22 ; members of 

■quarterly conference, 33 ; nominated by preacher, and appointed 

by quarterly conference, 34 ; accounts to be overlooked by preach. 

er, 57 ; qualifications, appointment, and duty of, 186 ; to whom 

responsible, 187 ; to send surplus money to annual conference, 

188 ; to send coUectioiui also, 188. 
Stewards, district, 184, }85. 
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6tudy, course of, bishops to point out, 38. 

Sunday schools, interests of, under charge of quarterly conference, 
34, 35, 87, and of presiding elder, 40 ; preachers may be appoint- 
ed agents, 37, 88 ; preachers to encourage, 57, 87 ; and report, 58. 

Sunday School Advocate, 206. 

Sunday School Union, 87 ; collections for, to be reported at confer, 
ence, 32 ; and to be taken annually by preachers, 58. 

Superannuated preachers, 74 ; trial of, 93 ; allowance of, 182. 

Supererogation, works of, 13. • 

Superintendents. [See Bishops.'] 

Supernumerary preachers, 74 ; allowance of, 182, 

Support and supplies, 181-194. 

S irplus moneys, to be sent by stewards to conference, 188 ; by con- 
ference to conference, 191. ' 

.Table expenses. [See Expenses.'] 

Temperance in eating and drinking enjoined, 55, 56. 

Testament, relation of Old and New, 11. 

Time, means of securing for pastoral duty, 68 ; employing profitably 

when not on duty, 71, 72. 
Tracts, preacher to encourage distribution of, 57. 
Transportation of books to depositories, 214. 
Transubstantiation rejected, 16, 17. 
Treating at elections prohibited, 71. 
Trial of ministers and members, 91-102 ; of a bishop, 91 ; traveling , 

preacher, 92 ; local preacher, 98 ; members, 100. 
Trinity, article of the, 9. 
Trustees of churches, duties of, 171, 178; mode of choosing, &c., 

179 ; responsible to quarterly conference, 181. 
Troy Conference, boundaries of, 164. 

Union, necessity of, among ourselves, 73 ; means of, 73. 
United societies, general rules of, 20 ; origin of, 21. 
United States, allegiance to, 19. 
Usury, forbidden, 23. 

Vermont Conference, boundaries of, 164. 
Visiting, pastoral, 65-70. 

Watch-nights, to be held, 57. 

Wesley, J., ordains Dr. Coke as superintendenS 8 ;- forms the first 
80cie% 21. 
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Wesleyan connection, reception of preachers froni) 44. 

Wesleyan missionaries, not to be interfered with, 203, 203. 

Western Christian Advocate, 212. 

Western Virginia Conference, boundaries of, 166. 

Widows of bishops, preachers, &.C., allowance of, 183. 

Wm, freedom of, 12. 

Wisconsin Conference, boundaries of, 167. 

Worn-out preachers, 74. 

Works. [See Good Works.] 

Worship, attendance on it enjoined, 25 ; public directions for^ 77, 78. 



it 



